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City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, November 21, 2016, 6:00 PM 

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order – Chairperson Lewis called the meeting to order at 6:03pm
2. Roll Call:

	Members
	Present
	Absent
	
	Others Present

	Gene Lewis
	
	A
	
	Community Development Dir., Jason Sergeant

	Erika Stuart
	P
	
	
	Chamber Board President, John Morning

	Derek Allen
	P
	
	
	

	Sarah Bauer
	
	A
	
	

	Abbey Barnes
	
	A
	
	

	Sue Berg
	P
	
	
	

	Brandon Rutz
	P
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


3. Motion to Approve Agenda – Berg/Allen, passed unanimously.
4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the October 17, 2016 regular meeting and approve them as printed – Berg/Rutz with, passed unanimously.
5. Introduction and welcome pf new committee member–removed from agenda.
6. Citizen Appearances, other than listed agenda items – None.
7. Monthly Report
a. City Report on Economic Development Activities – Sergeant presented his staff report, including:
· DeLong Co is finalizing site plans for expansion. Staff is working closely with agents to get final approval.  

· Backyard chicken ordinance has passed, going into effect in 2017.

· Future business owner had meeting with City, Chamber and Wisconsin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce for starting a funding process.

· Website development continues.

· CRS re-certification is complete, City has maintained the current rating. 

· Staff is working closely with Greg Ardisson, downtown businesses, regional agencies and policy makers on what is next for 19 E Main Street.  The insurance process is continuing, but the City would like to make sure resources are available to encourage reinvestment into the property.

· Windmill Ridge is hoping to have lots buildable in spring

· Attended ribbon cutting for Core Physical Therapy

· Continue to work with I & E club on ways to continue to serve regional inventors and entrepreneurs.

· The Vintage Roost is open

· Cedar Hollow has moved into a larger space

· 504 E Main Street is RENTED, Nelson Cards is open

· 14 W Main has space RENTED. 

· 9 W Main has space available

· Continue work with two businesses in very early stages, funding and space are challenges.

· Property Maintenance Ordinance is under council review.

· General updates to the zoning ordinance are beginning to be drafted

· Meeting with WEDC to see what resources are available for Evansville
b. Chamber of Commerce Report – Morning updated on meeting with IE group and Chamber to discuss challenges both entities are facing.  Morning announced T&C Countertops is leaving the Evansville area for a new location with more storage and space. 
a. Tourism Commission Report – Berg summarized recent tourism activities and noted next meeting.
8. New Business
a. Review Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan – Committee briefly discussed the goals in the SGP plan.  Sergeant encouraged continuing the discussion to next month when more would be in attendance.
9. Old Business
a. Staff update regarding new city website development
(Smart Growth Economic Development Goal 1, Objective 1) – Sergeant has reviewed final mockups and expects coding of the site to be underway next week. Rutz said a target industry analysis should be done.
b. Staff update regarding economic development marketing video
(Smart Growth Economic Development Goal 4, Objective 5) – Staff is working with producer to re-create the rough edit first shown two months ago.
10. Education and News. None.
11. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting November 16, 2016, 6:00 pm
12. Motion to Adjourn – at 7:26pm Berg/Allen, passed unanimously.9
