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Last week I attended the required third meeting of team leaders of the pilot 25 x 25
Wisconsin Energy Independent Communities in Eau Claire. One of the goals of the pilot
grant program is building community awareness; here is my report.

A speaker from the Washington D.C. office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
discussed the free Energy Star Portfolio Manager software that was developed to track
building energy use intensity, energy costs, greenhouse gas emissions, water
consumption, and other information. Baseline data for each municipally-owned building
would be entered into the program separately. Evansville and the other pilot
communities have this baseline information. It is the first step in developing a plan to
obtain/generate 25 per cent of municipal electricity and transportation fuels from
renewable sources by 2025.

Energy information for each building would be tracked over time. As energy
conservation and efficiency improvements are made, energy and cost savings and
reductions in greenhouse gases will be identified. Total municipal building energy data
will also be calculated.

If all the pilot communities track their buildings using the Portfolio Manager program,
combined savings among communities could be calculated. Likewise, the three WPPI
Energy communities that are pilot grant communities (Evansville, Columbus, and
Oconomowoc) could total energy results. Collective energy savings information would
have public relations and economic development value for Wisconsin.

A GIS (Geographic Information System) Specialist from the UW-Extension
demonstrated a new Wisconsin Bioenergy Sites and Sources website that includes maps
of Wisconsin road, rail, power, gas transmission, and landfill infrastructure, feedstocks,
and related spreadsheet data. An interactive map layering application allows analysis for
costs and siting of potential bioenergy production facilities. The website is available at:
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/bioeconomy/.

The meeting included a briefing on the Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant
Program for non-entitlement communities (smaller communities like Evansville). The
Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence has received $11.7 million in stimulus funds
for this program. The grants will be for energy efficient exterior and interior lighting
projects and specified energy efficient retrofits of existing municipal buildings, with a
maximum award of $225,000. The application deadline is November 12.

Evansville will submit an application for this program. Through the planning process for
the 25 x 25 Plan Grant, the Evansville Energy Independence Team has identified a LED
(Light Emitting Diode) street light upgrade for 320 lights as a priority for our energy
plan. We are also reviewing building efficiency retrofits that may qualify for this
program.


http://www.uwex.edu/ces/cced/bioeconomy/

A second round of 25 x 25 Energy Independent Community Planning Grants will be
awarded in the next few months. One of the pilot grant components was to participate in
public relations activities for the 25 x 25 plan program. A few weeks ago it was
requested that I attend an energy independence informational meeting at Whitewater City
Hall. City officials from Whitewater, Elkhorn, Lake Geneva, Edgerton, and Beloit were
among the attendees. I spoke of the selection process for the local energy independence
team, the planning process, the priorities identified by the team, and the economic
development aspects of community energy leadership. On a number of occasions I have
been told by various government officials that Evansville is recognized as a regional state
energy leader.

The final reporting meeting of the pilot communities is scheduled for December 17 in
Green Bay. Governor Doyle is an invited guest. A speaker on clean energy as an
economic development driver is being scheduled. The pilot communities will present
their 25 x 25 plans.

In the next couple of months our local team will be gathering numbers for identified
potential energy projects that will be analyzed for contributions towards the 25 x 25 goal.
We will be calculating savings from the solar panels at the swimming pool, the renewable
and efficiency components of the WWTP upgrade, and the potential savings from the
LED street light project. It is also important to note that 10 per cent of the energy that is
currently purchased from WPPI Energy by our community is generated from renewable
sources. We already have a good start on our 25 x 25 commitment.

Energy Saving Tip

A family of four, each taking a daily 5 minute shower, can save up to $250 a year in
water heating costs by installing a low-flow shower head.

Community Announcements

Next week, October 5-9, is the last curbside waste pick-up of the season. The city yard
will remain open for drop off of yard waste until mid-November. Leaf collection will
begin mid-October. Please remember that only leaves can be placed in the gutter.

This weekend is activity-filled in Evansville. It is Homecoming weekend—Go Blue
Devils! The Evansville Community Partnership, Chamber of Commerce and Grove
Society have been hard at work preparing for the October 2-4 Harvest Wiindmill Festival
with a “buy local” theme. The grand opening of the Baker Office Building is planned for
10:00 a.m. on Sunday, October 4, at the entrance to Leonard-Lake Leota Park on North
Madison Street. The fabulous windmill art along Main Street will be auctioned on
Sunday, October 4, at 2:00 p.m. on Main Street. These are just a few of the activities
planned for the weekend.

Community Congratulations/Thanks




Evansville thanks everyone who participated in the recent Jake Janes benefit. Those
planning the event, volunteering at the event, donating auction items, and participating in
the auction/fundraising activities showed their tremendous respect, commitment and
support for Jake. If you were unable to attend the benefit and would like to make a
contribution, funds can still be forwarded to “Benefit for Jacob Janes” at M&I Bank in
Evansville.

I was honored to participate in the recent ceremony recognizing Esther and Vince
Drendel for their contributions to soybean agribusiness in Wisconsin. As pillars of our
agricultural community, it was my pleasure to present them with a key to Evansville and
thank them for their years of service to our community, county, and state.

Evansville recently learned of Mary Peckham’s generosity towards our community with
her significant commitment to the funding of a community/senior center. Her interest in
a dedicated gathering place for citizens, especially seniors, to enjoy activities and
camaraderie with friends and neighbors has led to a magnanimous gift that will provide
benefits for decades. Thank you, Mary!



