Mayor’s Column for the September 3, 2008 Review

HISTORIC EVANSVILLE

Historic Evansville matters have received a lot of attention recently. I would like to share
some of the items being discussed.

The Evansville Historic Preservation Commission has submitted a letter of intent to the
Wisconsin Historical Society indicating that Evansville will likely submit a certified local
government grant application for preparation of several nominations for listings on the
National Register of Historic Places. There is no local dollar match required for
successful grant recipients. In 2005, Evansville completed a survey of the historical
assets in our community. Two new possible historic districts were identified, the eleven-
building South First Street Historic District and the Grove Street Historic District,
comprised of nine residences. In addition, eight structures were individually identified:
the Evansville standpipe, St. John’s Lutheran Church, the Almeron Eager Memorial and
Eager Family cemetery plot, Leonard-Leota Park, the Baker Manufacturing Company
complex and residences at 227 Garfield Avenue, 50 Sherman Court and 213 South
Second Street.

On Saturday, September 20, at 10:00 a.m., Joe DeRose, Survey and Registration
Historian, Division of Historic Preservation-Public History, Wisconsin Historical
Society, will present a program on the National Register and answer citizen questions.
All affected property owners will receive personal invitations to the program. The public
is encouraged to attend the program, which will be held in the community room of the
Eager Free Public Library.

Late in 2006, with the assistance of the Wisconsin Historical Society, Evansville
submitted an application to become a Preserve America community. The brick street
restoration was highlighted as a community preservation project that would encourage
downtown revitalization. In response to our application we received a letter indicating
that our application would be held until completion of the project and that we should then
submit supplementary information about project results. Additional information will be
forwarded shortly to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation in Washington, D.C.

Benefits of a Preserve America designation include recognition by use of the logo on
signage and letterhead, listing in the national directory and eligibility for the associated
grant program. Stoughton, a Preserve America Community, recently applied for a
$250,000 matching grant for a detailed marketing plan, according to City of Stoughton
Alderman Ross Scovotti.

Just over a week ago, I met with three FEMA officials at City Hall. They spoke with me
about June storm damage to the Allen Creek walls in Leonard-Leota Park. One of the
FEMA employees, Lois Coulter, is a historic preservation specialist. She is familiar with
dry stone construction. I gave her the 2007 site visit report of the Dry Stone



Conservancy, historical photos and information on the Park and explained that the Park
was identified as potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places as a designed landscape. She told me that our Park was quite unusual and that she
had never seen two spillways on a lake in her work. She encouraged me to research the
designed landscape designation; I have begun to do so. The City will be submitting a
request to FEMA for funds to repair the storm damage.

At the August Economic Development Committee meeting, there was discussion of
needed maintenance on the Historic Evansville signs at the entrances of the City. The
Committee is investigating whether new signage makes better sense than undertaking the
significant ongoing cost of repairs to the current signs. Costs are being researched for the
September meeting.

The City is about to close out the Main Street reconstruction project. I would like to
point out a few facts about the bricks. The Common Council made a decision that the
brick restoration would only occur if grant monies could be obtained for the work. Cost
estimates from three sources were obtained in developing a “brick” budget for the
successful grant application. When the project was bid, the successful bid was only 40%
of what was estimated. Rumors that the brick project was way over budget are not true.

There were questions about bricks being replaced this spring. Approximately 30 bricks
were replaced following a record-breaking winter. Remember how many potholes were
in the area after the spring melt? A benefit of the bricks is the ease of repair.

In the transportation element of our Smart Growth Plan, keeping low speeds in the
downtown was discussed as improving our community’s walkability. Brick streets are a
traffic calming feature; slowing vehicles is desirable.

According to the Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan, a 2001 Community
Identity Conference developed and ranked a list of factors contributing to our
community’s identity. The top three factors and their descriptions are: “l) the Grove
(Evansville) (e.g., tree-lined streets, well appointed homes, and green space), 2)
Lake/Park (e.g., beauty, green space) and 3) Historic (e.g., historic houses, downtown,
and architecture).”

The economic development chapter of our Smart Growth Plan discusses expanded
tourism based on City history and its impact on downtown development. Goal #6 of the
Agricultural, Natural & Cultural Resources element reads: “Preserve and protect the
historic resources of the City to promote the educational, cultural and general welfare of
residents of Evansville and provide for a more interesting, attractive and vital
community.”

Attendees of the Economic Development Summit held early this year want our
community to pursue development of Evansville as a destination. Discussion of
community branding and image development always focuses on identity. The
Community Identity Conference defined our identity components. In my experience,



Evansville is known for its aesthetics, architecture and small town charm and character.
Attending to Evansville’s historic assets strengthens our brand.

Community Announcements/Reminders

The new school year begins this week. Please be watchful of our youth as you drive in
the vicinity of our schools and near City crosswalks.

Cobblestone Inn and Suites is holding a public open house on Monday, September 15,
from 5 to 7 p.m. There will be tours of the hotel and refreshments provided. Check out
our new hotel!

Saturday, September 20, 2008, will be an extremely busy day in Evansville. As
mentioned in my comments, a program on the National Register of Historic Places will
be held at 10 a.m. at Eager Free Public Library. The 14 South Artists Fall Studio Tour
will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Brown School Road businesses are planning a
customer appreciation event. Windmill Antiques and Company is planning to open for
business in the Eager Economy Building. The First Annual Harvest Windmill Festival
will be held beginning at 10:00 a.m. The events include a Buy Local Farmer’s Market,
wine and cheese tasting, kids’ activities, Ride Like the Wind Bike Tour, food and drink,
great music and Gomeroke, Karaoke with a live band.

Evansville Congratulations/Thanks

Congratulations to St. John’s Lutheran Congregation on the 50™ anniversary of their
current church home on South Third Street. A rededication ceremony will be held on
September 14 at 9:00 a.m.

The City of Evansville thanks Evansville High School student Brennen Jaquint for his
work this summer at Eager Free Public Library to find possible energy efficiency
improvements. With supervision by EHS teacher Brian Benson, Brennen looked at
building HVAC controls and computer monitors, determining baseline costs and potential
savings with suggested improvements.

Energy Saving Tip

One of Brennen Jaquint’s suggestions for the Library was installation of programmable
thermostats to replace older dial thermostats. When used properly, residential use of a
programmable thermostat can save a homeowner up to $150 per year.



