Mayor’s Column for the August 8, 2012 Review

Connectedness

Evansville residents care deeply about our community’s quality of life. Citizens
frequently describe Evansville using words and phrases like “close-knit,” “small-town
charm and character,” and “Norman Rockwell community.” Building and strengthening
sense of place is a continuing focus of a number of our local community organizations.
This month there are three remarkable events focusing on Evansville connectedness.

On August 8, Rock Hour Community, the new Evansville-area TimeBank, will make a
presentation at the monthly meeting of the Evansville Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club.
Interested citizens are invited to the free [ & E meeting at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.
Recognizing that every person has valued talents and skills that can be shared with
others, Rock Hour Community will build relationships and networks as members earn
hours by providing their services and use their earned hours to obtain wanted services
from other members. TimeBank programs can be particularly helpful to seniors and can
foster intergenerational communication.

A local steering committee has been at work for several months preparing to launch Rock
Hour Community (RHC). While RHC is focused in the Evansville area, members will be
welcomed from throughout Rock County and nearby communities. Individuals from
Beloit, Janesville, Milton, and Albany have already joined our new TimeBank.

Organizations can also join RHC. Early group members are Creekside Place, the
Evansville Farmer’s Market, and Evansville Community Partnership.

For additional information about Rock Hour Community, call Gary Messinger at 882-
9032 or Becky Schenk-Gonzales at (608) 751-2116.

I invite you to join Evansville community members this Saturday for the first anniversary
celebration of Creekside Place. A wonderful community achievement in challenging
economic times, after one year of operation our community and senior center is bustling
and vibrant with varied activities, from weddings, birthday parties, and scout meetings, to
exercise classes, business trainings, movies, and beer school.

Evansville seniors enjoy morning coffee and conversation, a variety of trips, classes,
activities, and clubs in a beautiful, caring environment.

Our community will gather for a pig roast and picnic on August 11 from noon to 4 p.m.
There will be entertainment and music. For reservation and ticket information, call
Creekside Place at 882-0407.

An outstanding Evansville effort, spearheaded by retired teacher Sandi Spanton and John
Kopecky of Kopecky’s Piggly Wiggly, is the upcoming Badger Honor Flight including
Evansville veterans. On the September 8 Badger Honor Flight, twelve Evansville



veterans, eleven from World War II and one from the Korean War, along with their
guardians, are scheduled to fly to Washington D.C. They will visit the memorials
dedicated to their service.

Evansville is the first community to organize a group of local veterans to enjoy a shared
recognition and experience. Our veterans currently scheduled for the September Honor
Flight are: Gordon Kazda, Richard Eager, Bill Brunsell, John Haakenson, Leonard Eager,
Howard Cufaude, Neil Lien, Gordon Brigham, Leo Harris, Mary Maves, Milford Frome,
and Vincent Drendel.

The Badger Honor Flight is free to veterans and is supported by sponsors, fundraisers,
and donations. It costs $80,000-$100,000 to send 100 veterans to Washington D.C., with
guardians paying their own way. Evansville would like to raise funds to offset the
expenses of our group.

A celebratory community dinner and fundraiser for the Badger Honor Flight will be held
the evening of August 25 at Creekside Place. Mark your calendars and watch for
additional details. Information on contributing to the Badger Honor Flight project can be
found at www.badgerhonorflight.org, or contact John Kopecky at 882-5308.

Rock Hour Community, Creekside Place, and the Evansville Badger Honor Flight project
are worthy efforts to build community and enhance our connectedness. I am proud to be
mayor of a community with engaged citizens actively working for the betterment of our
future.

An activity fair is planned in early 2013 to showcase the surprising variety of
organizations in Evansville. We are rich in opportunities for community involvement.

You are encouraged to become connected!

Community Announcements

I have personally received a number of complaints from residents about taping of signs
on street lights and traffic signs in the city. City ordinance prohibits signs and ads on
public property. Please be considerate of fellow residents and follow local ordinance.
Thank you.

AWARE in Evansville is collecting school supplies for our students in need through
August 31. Needed items include #2 pencils, glue sticks, spiral notebooks, 3-ring
binders, large erasers, and scientific calculators.

Donation bins are located at Evansville banks and local churches. For additional
information, contact Julie Hermanson at 882-9900 or e-mail her at aware(@community-

action.org.

Community Thanks
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mailto:aware@community-action.org

Evansville thanks John and Barb Willoughby for many years of organizing the annual
Garage Sale Day. Last Thursday evening I spoke with a couple from Fond du Lac who
came to find that special treasure in Evansville.

Our community thanks Jim Brooks, Dave VanDerHaegen, and Blase Strobl for being
Evansville ambassadors at the Wisconsin State Fair Discover Wisconsin Day last Friday.



