Mayor’s Column for the August 24, 2011 Review

History has been front and center in our community this month. I have been involved in many
activities that focused on tradition, history, and service.

I served as Mistress of Ceremonies for a Lions Club-sponsored performance of the Culpepper
and Merriweather Circus at Westside Park. My introduction for the evening included these
words: “Evansville’s history is intertwined with circus tradition. The Hall Family Circus
headquarters was located in the Town of Union at the end of South First Street more than a
century ago. Jessie Hall, daughter of George ‘Popcorn’ Hall, married Walter Gollmar of the
Gollmar Brother Circus of Baraboo.”

I also spoke about the Evansville Lions Club—“The Club recently celebrated 85 years of
committed service to our community. The Evansville Lions actively support the work of the Eye
Bank, sponsor the local Boy Scout and Cub Scout troops, send representatives to Badger Boys
State and Badger Girls State, and provide a yearly scholarship. The Lions are an important part
of Evansville.”

I participated in the 50™ Anniversary celebration of Stoughton Trailers in Stoughton. Evansville
was also represented by State Representative Janis Ringhand, Rock County Board Supervisor
Mary Beaver, Alderman and Evansville Economic Development Committee Chair Jim Brooks,
and a delegation from the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. Here are my comments
from the ceremony.

“It is an honor to be asked to say a few words during the celebration today. I bring
greetings and congratulations from the citizens and businesses of Evansville. The fifty-
year anniversary of a business is a milestone achievement. It is also special that this
recognition is for a Wisconsin-formed and Wisconsin-based company.

The manufacturing sector is a major part of the Wisconsin economy, and its long-term
health is important to our state. As we celebrate today, let us commit to the effort
necessary to keep Wisconsin manufacturing businesses strong.

There is an STI open house in Evansville tomorrow. I invite you to come on over and
take a tour of the facility in our city. We are pleased to have Stoughton Trailers as a
member of our business community.

It is my hope that fifty years from now a successor of mine will speak at a centennial
celebration honoring Stoughton Trailers for a century of manufacturing.

Once again, congratulations to Stoughton Trailers, its employees, and the Wahlin
family!”



My husband, John, and I toured the Evansville facility at the open house. It was an informative,
interesting, and impressive hour. We also greeted Stoughton Mayor Donna Olson and her
husband, Randy, who attended the Evansville open house.

A strategic thinking meeting of the Evansville Grove Society Museum Committee was held
Sunday evening at Creekside Place to review current efforts and plan future collaborations and
activities. There was consensus to plan family-friendly events and activities, as well as to work
in closer cooperation with the School District.

The annual meeting of the Theodore Robinson Society, dedicated to promoting awareness of the
Impressionist painter and his connection to Evansville, in addition to supporting the works of
current local artists, was also held Sunday evening at Creekside Place. Featured artist for the
evening was Jonathon Wilde.

Last Friday, the Wisconsin Historic Preservation Review Board considered the nominations of
St. John’s Lutheran Church and the Leonard-Leota Park Historic District to the Wisconsin State
Register of Historic Places and the National Register of Historic Places. Evansville Grove
Society President and member of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission John Decker,
St. John’s Lutheran Church members Wanda and Bob Johnson (Bob serves as Chair of the
Buildings and Grounds Committee), and I were meeting attendees from Evansville. During the
meeting we learned that one of the Review Board members recently moved to Evansville from
Madison.

Prior to the beginning of the Madison meeting we were informed that the National Park Service
had approved the nominations of the Grove Street Historic District and the South First Street
Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places. Both Historic Districts had been
placed on the Wisconsin Register earlier this year.

The Architectural Committee of the Review Board first considered the St. John’s nomination.
There was a detailed slide presentation of the exterior and interior of the Church by Evansville
Historic Preservation Commission Consultant Tim Heggland of Mazomanie. (Heggland’s
services were covered in entirety by a Certified Local Government Subgrant of the Wisconsin
Historical Society.)

An excerpt from the extensive nomination materials prepared by Heggland states the church is
“an excellent example of the Wrightian style-influenced work of John W. Steinmann, who is
now being recognized as one of Wisconsin’s finest early Post-World War II architects. . . . his
design for the St. John’s Lutheran Church congregation is one of the most outstanding of his
known projects. In addition, the significance of the brick and wood-clad St. John’s Lutheran
Church is considerably enhanced by its superb condition and by the high degree of integrity that
is still present in the fabric of the church today.” The Architectural Committee commended Bob
Johnson on the “pristine” condition of the Church. The Committee unanimously recommended
the nomination to the Review Board. The Review Board unanimously voted to place the Church



on the Wisconsin Register and recommend the nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places.

The Leonard-Leota Park Historic District nomination was presented by Tim Heggland directly to
the Review Board. Correspondence supporting the nomination was noted. Senator Jon
Erpenbach sent a letter of support to me that I forwarded to the Review Board. It included these
words: “Congratulations to Evansville’s Leonard-Leota Park on being considered for
nomination to the Wisconsin State Register of Historic Places and the National Register of
Historic Places! The park is an asset to the Evansville community, and it ought to be recognized
for its importance and its history.”

A recommendation by the chief elected official is included as part of the nomination materials.
My letter of recommendation included the following:

“Leonard-Leota Park is the heart and soul of Evansville. The Rustic structures, dry stone
creek walls, and landscaping are the results of the efforts of local citizens through the
decades, with much of the work occurring as WPA and FERA projects during the
Depression. Camping, fishing, boating, swimming, ice skating, bird-watching,
picnicking, Scouting events, sports activities including football, baseball, tennis, and
shuffleboard, concerts and festivals, and celebrations such as reunions, weddings, and
birthdays—the Park is part of the fabric of the community.

The Park has received new life with the recent restoration of Lake Leota. The Dry Stone
Conservancy held a training session in the Park in 2007 to provide local knowledge of
appropriate restoration of the stone walls along Allen Creek. There are more than 3,000
lineal feet of creek wall in the Park, making wall restoration a multi-year project.”

The summary of the nomination lists detailed criteria required for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places as a Historic Park Landscape. While the criteria deals with national and state
parks, local parks may also qualify for listing if they “reflect the principles and practices of park
landscape design developed and used by the National Park Service in national parks from 1916
to 1942 and in state and national parks through ECW, CCC, PWA, or WPA projects from 1933
to 1942, according to “Presenting Nature: The Historical Landscape Design of the National Park
Service, 1916-1942.”

Some of the landscape design principles of the criteria include “protection and preservation of
natural scenery and features; presentation of scenic vistas through the location of park facilities
and development of overlooks; avoidance of right angles and straight lines in the design of roads,
trails, and structures; use of native materials for construction and planting; and use of naturalistic
techniques in planting, rockwork, and logwork to harmonize manmade development with natural
surroundings.”



Some of the Park features discussed in the nomination are the bathhouse, lagoons, Antes cabin,
shelter houses, stepped falls below the dam, warming house and bandstand, bell tower, ball
diamonds, swimming pool, creek walls, stone fireplaces and picnic tables, park store,
shuffleboard court, stone creek walls, duck houses, and bridges. The nomination lists 32
contributing buildings, structures, sites, and objects. There are 12 identified buildings and
structures that are non-contributing due to being too new to be eligible according to National
Park Service guidelines.

One of the important criteria for nomination is that the park landscape “possess historic integrity
of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and overall reflect
the physical appearance and condition of the land during the period of significance. Changes and
additions to the landscape, since the period of significance, including new campgrounds,
buildings, trails, roads, lakes, and recreational areas, diminish historic integrity and are
considered non-contributing. Historic park landscapes containing such changes are eligible for
listing despite these changes if the overall historic plan is intact and a substantial number of
historic characteristics possessing integrity of design, location, materials, and workmanship are
present.”

The nomination concludes that the Leonard-Leota Park Historic District satisfies all the criteria.
It states, “The Park as it exists today still retains almost all of the resources that were built during
the Depression era, excepting only several small stone fireplaces, and the significance of these
resources is further enhanced by their high degree of integrity and their well-maintained state of
preservation.”

The Review Board asked if the Park was well-used today. I smiled and answered. The Board
asked about maintaining the integrity of the Park landscape. I explained that a collaboration of
the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission, the Park and Recreation Board, and the
Common Council would ensure the integrity of our valuable resource for future generations.

The Review Board unanimously approved the nomination of the Leonard-Leota Park Historic
District to the Wisconsin Register of Historic Places and the recommendation of placement on
the National Register of Historic Places. As the Wisconsin Register of Historic Places
Certificate was presented to me, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Jim Draeger told me
that Leonard-Leota Park is one of the best parks in Wisconsin and that it is a community gem. |
wholeheartedly agree with him. Our Park is a treasure!

Community Announcements

The 2010 U.S. Census count for the City of Evansville is 5,011. The Wisconsin Department of
Administration has forwarded a preliminary population estimate of 5,033 as of January 1, 2011.
It also estimated that 3,559 city residents are of voting age.



The second airing of the Discover Wisconsin-Evansville episode will occur this weekend.
WKOW-TV, Channel 27 in Madison, has an air-time of 6:30 p.m. on August 27. Check
www.discoverwisconsin.com for other station schedules.

The new school year begins next week. Please drive carefully and watch for children in
crosswalks. Be extra vigilant in school zones.

AWARE in Evansville is collecting school supplies through August 31. The need is great; thank
you for being generous. Collection bins are located in local churches and at local banks.

Creekside Place will hold a community Sock Hop on Saturday, September 3 at 7:30 p.m. Ticket
information is available by contacting becky@creeksideplace.org.

The City has received inquiries about tree trimming by the Hooper Corporation. The Hooper
Corporation is normally hired by Evansville Water and Light for a few weeks each year to
provide routine tree maintenance in the rural service areas of our utility. The severe storms this
summer have caused much tree damage in and around our community. Many trees were
weakened by downed limb sections and many broken limbs remain in the tree canopy causing
hazards for power lines and people. Hooper is assisting Evansville Water and Light with the
huge increase in work related to these storms.

Community Congratulations /Thanks

Evansville congratulates the Green Rock Audubon Society on their 20™ anniversary of bird
conservation activities.

Our community thanks the Evansville Lions Club for their sponsorship of the Culpepper
Merriweather Circus performances at Westside Park.
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