Mayor’s Column for August 11, 2010 Evansville Review

Last week I reserved the sunroom of Creekside Place for the May 9, 2011 spring
luncheon of The Woman’s Literary Club of Evansville, an organization that has been in
existence in our community since 1894. I expect it will be the first of many meetings of
the Literary Club at the center.

The Wisconsin Council of Local History has inquired about holding a regional meeting in
Evansville next year. We have suggested Creekside Place for the conference.

A year and a half ago, our daughter was married. We were unable to hold the
reception/dinner for 200 in Evansville; there wasn’t a large enough facility. Creekside
Place will provide many meeting, conference, dinner, class, and party options, large and
small.

Family and class reunions, business meetings, wedding receptions, anniversary and
birthday parties, trade shows, lectures, classes, and concerts are some of the events that
will be held at Creekside Place. It will be the primary year-round gathering place for our
community.

And most importantly, it will be a wonderful, dedicated facility for the “primetimers” in
our community. Creekside Place will be a comfortable, inviting home away from home,
providing social and life-long learning and recreational opportunities for our aging
population. The relationships built and strengthened through the center, along with
expanded programming and activities, will keep our older citizens active and a vital part
of Evansville. They (we) have special gifts to give Evansville, and Creekside Place will
be the perfect venue. You will often see me there; I am a primetimer.

Thrive, an eight-county Madison-region economic development organization, reported in
their August newsletter our receipt of the $500,000 Community Development Block
Grant from the Wisconsin Department of Commerce. Creekside Place has definite
impacts on local economic development. It is excellent infill construction on a long-
vacant lot in the middle of our city. Its location will add vibrancy and boost business
along Main Street. It will support many local businesses, including the hotel, florist, food
establishments, gas stations, and retail shops. Employers and their workers look for
quality of life amenities when considering a community; Creekside Place will be a focal
point.

Over the decades, Evansville has accomplished significant projects when community
improvement and betterment are results. Development of the Evansville Golf Course,
construction of the Evansville Manor, restoration of the Baker Office Building, and
dredging of Lake Leota greatly enhanced our quality of life. The projects all required
strong, determined vision and commitment for their success, and their importance to us
continues. The wide support for Creekside Place signals Evansville’s continuing support
for enhancing the vitality in our community.



Our community is in the final push to reach the $2.5 million building campaign goal.
Mary Peckham’s generous trust will augment annual operating costs. It is my hope that
every citizen seriously considers a contribution to a project of such importance for
Evansville.

I encourage you to help us raise the final 10% of our $2.5 million capital campaign goal.
We will be rewarded with a new community jewel that will provide enjoyment for
generations. To join your family, friends, and neighbors in supporting construction of
Creekside Place, please e-mail campaign@creeksideplace.org or call 882-0407.

Discover Wisconsin Update

Visitors from Minnesota, [llinois, and northern Wisconsin browsed at the Library used
book sale and stopped at the Local History Museum last Saturday. The Cobblestone Inn
reported patrons that had seen Discover Wisconsin.

Energy Saving Tip

Line-drying your laundry can save up to $25 in monthly electricity expense.

Community Announcements

On July 27 city wastewater treatment was switched over to the new mechanical treatment
process. Work on site continues with the redesign/removal of a portion of the old
treatment infrastructure.

The City has begun the 2011 budget process. We are very sensitive to the ongoing
challenging economic conditions and recognize that we are using taxpayer dollars. If

you have a budget suggestion, we encourage you to e-mail us at
budget@ci.evansville.wi.com.

WPPI Energy has received LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
Gold Certification from the U.S. Green Building Council for its recently completed office
and operations facility. Evansville Water & Light is a member/owner of WPPI Energy.

AWARE collection of school supplies is underway. Folders, 3-ring binders, pencils, glue
sticks, scientific calculators, and nap mats are specific items needed. Supplies can be
dropped off at M&I Bank, UB&T, and the Bank of Evansville.

The High Mileage Vehicle built by the EHS after school club is on display in the window
of Howell Heating & Air Conditioning on East Main Street. Stop by for a look.

A new exhibit entitled “Saving Our Lake 4 U” will open at our local history museum on
Saturday, August 14. Local historian Ruth Ann Montgomery will be on hand to sign
copies of her new book, “Evansville Then and Now”. All proceeds from the book are
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being donated to our local museum. Saturday museum hours in August are 11 a.m. to
3:00 p.m.

The Midwesterners, a rock/country band, will perform at the Sunday, August 15, Concert
on Lake Leota. Sponsored by UB&T, the evening program will begin at 6:00 p.m.

On Tuesday morning, August 17, at 10:30 a.m. on the Eager Free Public Library front
lawn, Janesville musician Linda Wendt will present “What the Heck is That?”, an
enjoyable program of Renaissance music performed on period instruments. The event is
free and appropriate for the whole family.

The annual meeting of the Theodore Robinson Society will be held on Thursday, August
19, at 7:00 p.m. in the Creekside Place Room (Senior Center) at 320 Fair Street. The
public is invited to attend the program featuring Matthias James, our community’s award-
winning potter.

Veterans Memorial Swimming Pool will close for the season after pool hours on Sunday,
August 29.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

Congratulations to Anne George for being named 2010 Rock County 4-H Queen. Anne
worked at City Hall as a co-op student this past year. We wish her the best as she begins
her university education.

Evansville City Clerk Judy Walton is congratulated for completing the third and final
year of training for certification by the Wisconsin Municipal Clerks Institute.

Evansville congratulates Randy Call on the opening of the Edward Jones financial
services office at 16 South Madison Street. We welcome Randy to the Evansville
business community.

Congratulations to Greg and Rita Ardisson on the grand re-opening of the Night Owl on
East Main Street. The extensive remodeling provides new character to a long-time
downtown establishment. We thank them for their additional investment in our
downtown and community.

I have a correction to make. A month ago I thanked the FFA for undertaking a local
storm drain project. Volunteers cleaned storm drain inlets and stenciled “Dump No
Waste — Drains to Stream” messages next to the drains. I was mistaken. EHS graduate
Joey Maerz-Miller enlisted friends from the Magnolia 4-H to undertake the pollution
prevention project. I spoke with Joey on Monday, apologized for my error and thanked
him for protecting area lakes and streams. Evansville thanks Joey and the Magnolia 4-H
Club for their project. I am proud of the many important projects our youth undertake to
improve our community.




Evansville thanks the FFA and FFA Alumni for the generous donation to the Evansville
Youth Center of one-half of the proceeds from their food stand sales at the Fourth of July
celebration.



