Mayor’s Column for July 14, 2010 Review

Focus on Agriculture

At the June Common Council meeting, the Rock County Farm Bureau President, Doug
Rebout, delivered a personal invitation to the Council to attend “Focus on Agriculture.”
The event was held at the Rebout Farm on June 30 and valuable information was
provided about the importance and impact of agriculture in Rock County.

I was one of about 50 people in attendance; Alderwoman Janis Ringhand was the other
participant from Evansville. There were many representatives from throughout Rock
County, as well as individuals with political and agricultural ties to Rock County. Helen
Forbeck of Tammy Baldwin’s office, Darcy Luoma of Senator Kohl’s office, State
Representatives Kim Hixson and Brett Davis, Rock County Board Supervisors Al
Sweeney, Ron Combs, and Larry Wiedenfeld, Janesville City Council members Tom
McDonald and Yuri Rashkin, Town of Porter Board Supervisor Phil Hamilton, and
MACCIT Executive Director Christina Slaback were some of the attendees.

We began with a tour of the Rebout & Sons Farms. Four families work 4,000 acres of
corn, soybeans, winter wheat, and hay, milk a dairy herd of 140 Holstein cows, and sell
400 dairy steers annually. The use of technology on the farm was explained and current
farm economics were described.

There were several speakers that discussed Rock County agribusiness, including Wade
Thompson of Rock County Planning and Development, Rock County Extension Agent
Randy Thompson, former Alice in Dairyland Nicole Reese, Wisconsin Farm Bureau
Director of Public Affairs Paul Zimmerman, and host Doug Rebout.

Some of the basic information provided:

e In 2007, there were 1,556 farms in Rock County, with an average size of 221
acres.

e Agriculture provides 8,500 jobs in Rock County.

e Rock County agriculture generates more than $1.14 billion annually in economic
activity.

e Horticulture is growing in Rock County. Greenhouses, nurseries, and sod farms
add to county agricultural diversity and provide 500 full-time and many seasonal
jobs.

e Rock County is developing an agricultural conservation easement program to
protect productive agricultural land from future development.

e Wisconsin ranks first in the country for ginseng, cranberries, and cheese
production. We rank second in the U.S. in corn production for grain and
soybeans for beans.

Over lunch I had an interesting conversation with Helen Forbeck and Jim Raymond, an
agribusiness loan officer at the Janesville M&I Bank. Helen asked Jim if credit
availability was loosening for farmers. Jim explained the current agribusiness landscape.



He indicated it was nearly impossible for a young adult to go into farming, unless he/she
had come from an existing family farming operation. Start-up costs for a new farm are
astronomical. Combines cost more than $300,000 and a new John Deere tractor model
with GPS lists for $319,000. Computer technology is prevalent in dairy farming,
monitoring milk yield, animal health, etc. The average market value of agricultural land
in 2008 was $4,720. It is cost-prohibitive to establish a new family farm.

I also talked with Greg Lawless, Director of Agricultural Initiatives for THRIVE, a
regional economic development organization that includes Rock County. Greg has been
working on developing local food markets for area farmers. Promoting Buy Local and
the Something Special from Wisconsin program, he has been involved with a pilot
project with four regional grocers to supply customers with local food products. The Buy
Local initiative started with fresh produce and cheese. Today, local food products
include meat, poultry, fish, condiments, pizzas, bakery, candy, and craft beers.

Greg told me that he will soon be moving on to a new venture. He will be taking a
leadership role with Dane Buy Local. The Dane Buy Local website lists five reasons for
buying local: 1) to enrich the community economy; 2) to support unique, one-of-a-kind
businesses; 3) to provide local employment; 4) locally-owned businesses give more to
local non-profit organizations; and 5) to create good places to work that reflect hometown
friendliness and familiarity.

There was a young couple in attendance from a nearby family farm that grows produce.
The farm has established a market for their products in restaurants in the Chicago area. 1
later saw them in conversation with Greg Lawless—I am certain they were discussing
other markets available to them.

I was particularly interested to see the fourth benefit of buying local that was listed
above. Our community has a strong agribusiness history and today agriculture remains a
strong economic driver in Evansville. I have been told that several area farmers have
pledged a portion of their future crop yield to the Creekside Place capital campaign.

They are investing in a facility that they recognize will provide richness, vitality, and new
opportunities to build community bonds and networks in Evansville.

A group of interested citizens is working to start a local farmers market in Evansville.
This Buy Local endeavor will support area farmers and provide fresh, nutritious food
grown by neighbors. Contact Stephanie Gifford at stephaniegifford@yahoo.com to find
out how you can help. If you are interested in being a vendor, contact Josh Wiser at
wiser@litewire.net.

Department of Transportation Highway 14 Corridor Study

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation is conducting a Highway 14 Corridor Study
from Brooklyn to I-39 in Janesville. Data gathering on crashes, traffic count, and current
roadway conditions have been completed. Projections of future traffic levels have been


mailto:stephaniegifford@yahoo.com
mailto:wiser@litewire.net

made. A public information meeting will be held later this summer to present this
information.

The project will conclude with development of a Corridor Management Plan that will
improve safety and mobility along the corridor and suggest a strategy for preserving US
14 as a two-lane highway for as long as possible. Examples of improvements that might
be undertaken are construction of passing and turning lanes, shoulder improvements,
better signage, and limiting access points to the highway. The Plan is expected to be
complete in spring 2012.

Discover Wisconsin Update

Local businesses are reporting visitors from Rockford, Freeport, Milwaukee, and
Madison. Discover Wisconsin has selected the recipient of the Evansville Passport to
Adventure Prize Package and will be announcing the result upon notification of the
winner.

The Rock County-Beloit and Janesville Discover Wisconsin program will air for the
second time on July 24 at 6:30 p.m. on Channel 27. It was shown the first time on
October 24, 2009.

Fourth of July Wrap-Up

Shortly after I arrived at City Hall on Tuesday morning following the July 4 fireworks, I
took a call from a nearby community fireworks sponsor. They inquired about our
outstanding fireworks shows. I also heard many compliments about the great music
during the weekend. I was asked questions about the Canadian marching band. The
weekend was terrific!

I know we had holiday visitors from Minnesota, Michigan, Arizona, Illinois, and the
Madison and Janesville areas.

Budget Matters

The 2009 City audit has been completed by Johnson Block. The City general fund came
in under budget. Revenues were lower than projected by $184,560, mostly because of
the plunge in interest rates that occurred during the year. Expenditures were $296,740
less than budget. Effective management by City staff is to be commended. The auditors
commented that the city is in strong financial condition.

Financial records through May 31, 2010 show expenditures at 36% of budget. Monthly
expenses are being watched closely. The City budget calendar for 2011 has been

distributed and departmental budgets will be developed in the coming weeks.

Community Announcements




The Evansville I & E Club meets on Wednesday, July 14, at 6:30 p.m. at the Eager
Economy Building. Evansville resident Greg Marshall, a local entrepreneur, will talk
frankly about his business challenges and experiences.

If you have a new terrace tree or have grass-seeded terrace following recent roadwork,
please keep new growth watered.

Evansville Community Theater presents Rodgers & Hammerstein’s “Oklahoma” on July
16 and 17. Ticket information can be found at www.ectstagelights.org.

The first Concert at Lake Leota, sponsored by UB&T, will be held on Sunday, July 18, at
6:00 p.m. The Rock County 4-H Show Choir will be performing.

Evansville Congratulations/Thanks

The City of Evansville congratulates Dave Mosher & Associates Insurance as they
celebrate 100 years of providing quality insurance services to southern Wisconsin
residents.

Our community thanks Austin Culbertson and Kahner Theel for volunteering to carry the
Discover Wisconsin banner in the 4™ of July parade.

Evansville thanks the FFA for undertaking the local storm drain project. Volunteers
distributed literature on maintaining storm sewer inlets throughout the city and stenciled
“Dump No Waste — Drains to Stream” messages next to storm drains.

Fourth of July activities were fantastic! I extend many thanks to the volunteers that
contributed “above and beyond” to ensure the success of our hometown celebration.
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