Mayor’s Column for the July 11, 2012 Review
Evansville: A Can-Do Community

Several citizens commented about my recent column on Evansville quality of life. They
talked, and some indicated surprise, about how much is going on here. It is easy to miss
the big picture as we involve ourselves with the busyness of our daily activities.

In the past few weeks I have also received a number of compliments about our city. New
resident families told me they love it here and they enjoy the small town character,
history, safety, good schools, and our parks and lake. Two of the artists participating in
the Robinson Plein Air Competition specifically sought me out to tell me how much they
liked Evansville, its history and beauty, and how friendly, interested, and welcoming we
were. Multiple visitors to our 4™ of July celebration told me that they really enjoy our
community.

Last summer, I received an e-mail from a Canadian visitor raving about our hometown 4t
of July celebration. A newer Evansville resident complimented us at last summer’s State
Preservation Review Board meeting in Madison by observing that we are “comfortable
and content with ourselves,” which he felt to be quite unusual for a community.

Evansville quality of life, as voiced by many on various occasions, is the direct result of
the fact that we are a can-do community. We have a tradition as a can-do community.

Along the 4™ of July parade route last week, several citizens yelled “thank you for our
electricity—thanks for our air-conditioning” when they saw the Water & Light
neighborhood electric vehicle. Just a couple of weeks ago, I was asked why the city does
not sell our utility. Evansville Water & Light, established in 1901 following a City
referendum that supported a utility, is a can-do community decision.

Public safety concerns drove the interest in a public water works. As the U.S. was being
electrified, rural areas of the country were low priority for this innovation. Evansville
residents made the progressive decision to establish its own water and light utility,
including large investment in assets, to provide reliable services to the community.

Eighty-one other Wisconsin communities have municipal electric utilities, many also
established in the early 1900s. The thank yous voiced during the parade point out a
major advantage of a municipally-owned utility, local control. Following recent severe
weather, millions of people in our country have been without power and air-conditioning
for days in sweltering, life-threatening heat because they were not high on the priority list
for repair. In Evansville, you are a priority to your locally-owned utility.

A few years ago, Evansville Piggly Wiggly owner Jim Kopecky complimented our
utility, telling me of an episode during which his store experienced a power problem on a
weekend. Jim made a phone call and utility staff arrived within minutes, understanding
the importance of electricity to a grocery. The problem was resolved promptly and Jim



was a satisfied business customer. Our local utility is an economic development asset for
our community.

Evansville Water & Light provides local jobs. Utility staff are valued community
volunteers, for example, as firefighters.

Our municipally-owned utility has an extremely important financial impact on the City
operating budget, with an annual payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) that adds to general
fund strength and stability. In 2011, the Water and Light PILOT was $406,892. A
privately-owned utility does not make this payment to a municipality. Our utility has
served us well for over a century, and its value to the community continues to be
significant.

Another can-do project from more than a century ago was construction of Eager Free
Public Library. First discussed as a need in 1875, Evansville established a small public
library within the First Street school building. The City Council appointed the first
library board in 1899. Our beautiful Prairie School style library opened in 1908, funded
by donations from community organizations and citizens and a $10,000 gift from the
Almeron Eager estate.

In the 1930s, Evansville resident Robert J. Antes worked tirelessly to obtain federal
funding to employ local workers during the Depression years. Labor-intensive work
projects in Leonard-Leota Park, installation of water pipes at Maple Hill Cemetery, and a
sewer and water mains project on Garfield Avenue from Madison Street to Third Street
were win-wins, providing needed work in difficult times, as well as community
improvements that we still enjoy today.

In 1958, our city added a new quality of life feature with construction of our
community’s outdoor swimming pool. Our residents are particularly enjoying refreshing
dips in the pool during this summer’s heat and humidity.

Evansville residents organized and built the current golf course in 1964. Citizens and
visitors have enjoyed the course and clubhouse through the years. John and I held our
wedding reception and dance there in 1974. I have attended high school class reunions
there.

Recognizing medical needs of our seniors, Evansville residents founded Evansville
Manor. After four decades, the Manor remains locally-owned and controlled, and
recently the Heights at Evansville Manor was built to provide additional housing options
for our seniors.

A few years ago, Evansville churches supporting the Evansville Care Closet and Food
Pantry recognized the need to secure adequate space long-term for providing necessities
for our neighbors, friends, and family in need. Funds were secured to purchase the
Madison Street building.



Evansville residents solidly supported the restoration of Lake Leota in an advisory
referendum in 2008, providing impetus for the City Council to proceed with dredging the
lake during the economic recession. The restored lake has generated new interest and use
of the park, our community “jewel.”

A hard-working group of Evansville citizens making up the Evansville Youth Center
Board has recently revitalized the Evansville Youth Center and program activities with
their dedication, sweat equity, and support from the community. Our youth are reaping
many benefits from our increased efforts and attention.

Last year Evansville celebrated the opening of Creekside Place, the latest community
project to enhance local quality of life. Accomplished with private donations from
committed citizens and businesses during a lengthy economic downturn, the new senior
and community center is the scene of vibrant activity. I have been told by several
residents that they do not know how we managed before our new facility opened.

I recently chatted with former Mayor Bob Olsen and he mentioned that the Golf Course
project was quite controversial at the time. In many of these can-do efforts, there was
extensive and animated community conversation, often lengthy, prior to the actual project
undertaking. We are the fortunate recipients of community perseverance through the
years.

As we go forward, our can-do attitude will assume even greater importance. Top notch
municipal services and further quality of life improvements will need to be accomplished
with scarcer resources. The talents and resourcefulness of our community are
remarkable. We will need to creatively use our assets to accomplish future can-do
projects. It is our tradition; I am certain of our success!

Community Announcements

Fire Chief Wendt has issued an open burn ban in the City of Evansville, pursuant to City
Code section 46-62(4), until there is adequate rainfall. This includes consumer
fireworks and charcoal and gas grills.

Curbside yard waste pick-up is this week, July 9-13, the first full non-holiday week of the
month.

Residents are reminded that garage sale, political, and other signs are not allowed on
public property. Signs should not be taped to light poles and traffic signs or placed in the
city-owned terrace between the sidewalk and road.

The Evansville Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club meets July 11 at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside
Place. The owners of Tipi Produce, an Evansville area organic vegetable farm, will
speak about how they developed a successful business. The meeting is free and open to
the public.



Community Thanks

Evansville thanks Kate Hoesly and David Diestler of the Southern Wisconsin Emergency
Preparedness Team (SWEPT) for providing volunteer support for traffic control during
our 4" of July parade.

Dozens of our students were generous volunteers during our 4™ of July holiday. We
thank you for giving your time and effort to make a successful celebration. Marissa
Haegele deserves special recognition for organizing many of our youth volunteers.

I thank Zoe Campbell for walking the parade route with me to distribute community
calendar flyers.

Our community appreciates the hundreds of participants in the 4™ of July Run/Walk that
benefitted the Deb Olsen Scholarship Fund and the Evansville Soccer Club. We salute
your fortitude in extremely hot weather.

Our 4™ of July festivities are successful because of community-wide effort, support, and
pride. Numerous businesses and hundreds of citizens gave generous monetary support
and volunteer time. City departments including Public Works, Parks, Water and Light,
Police, EMS, Pool, and Evansville Youth Center, as well as the Evansville Community
Fire District, provided significant time and effort to ensure a successful and safe holiday.
Community organizations including Evansville Community Partnership, Friends of Eager
Free Public Library, Lions Club, BASE, Evansville Jays Home Talent Baseball,
Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club, Boy Scouts, Grove Society, American Legion, FFA &
Alumni, SOLE, VFW, Masons, and our local churches, planned and staffed the many
activities. 4™ of July Chair Tom Calley, ECP Executive Director Jim Brooks, Ray
Anderson of City Parks, Music Aficionado Greg Ardisson, and Fireworks Guru Kyle
Allen coordinated the endless details for a guaranteed good time. I thank everyone who
contributed to the celebration.



