Mayor’s Column for the June 27, 2012 Review
Quality of Life—*“It Takes a Village”

Several weeks ago I mapped out subjects for a number of upcoming columns. I selected
“quality of life” as the likely topic for this week. Recently, while sorting through mail at
home, I ran across an opening letter from David Ward, Interim Chancellor of UW-
Madison, in the most recent “On Wisconsin” alumni magazine. It began: “I love this
place. Let’s work to make it better than ever.” Ward went on to acknowledge that while
the campus and its community change rapidly, there are constants that are outstanding,
such as summer nights at Memorial Union Terrace and outdoor spring classes on Bascom
Hill. He discussed the resource shortage of the University and identified improved
efficiency, innovation, creativity, and alumni support as means to “expand the margin of
excellence.”

I love Evansville. It is obvious to anyone who knows me that I have a passion for my
hometown. I moved back here a decade ago in part because of the wonderful assets of
our community and the strong commitment of our citizens to improve our surroundings
and connectedness. Like David Ward and the UW, I see amazing potential in our
community. What follows are some quality of life snapshots of Evansville.

At the time we moved here from the Milwaukee area in 2002, my family was
experiencing the many challenges and emotions involved with having both of my in-laws
in a nursing home. We recognized the significant community value of Evansville Manor,
a locally built and owned nursing home. For decades our community has honored and
cared for our seniors. Manor staff members are known for their dedicated, loving care of
residents. My mother received outstanding care during her stay. More recently, the
Heights was added to provide additional options for senior living. My husband and I
have made personal investment in the ownership of the Manor because of our strong
commitment to local ownership and control.

A lead gift from a long-time Evansville resident, Mary Peckham, set into motion a capital
campaign that resulted in Creekside Place. A beautiful facility that houses our senior
center, serves as a community center, and fills a long vacant downtown property, is a
resounding win-win-win. Many new activities, events, and classes are available to us.
We accomplished this construction project with private donations from committed
citizens and businesses during the extended economic downturn.

The Woodchucks, a woodworking group affiliated with Creekside Place, has forged new
friendships, mentored students, and provided various community improvements using
their time and skills. The Woodchucks have assembled a quality woodworking shop on
the school campus.

The Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet and Evansville Food Pantry accumulated the
financial resources to purchase the property on South Madison Street. Remodeling is



currently underway to greatly increase storage and add display space. Dedicated
volunteers provide a safety net for our citizens needing assistance.

In the next few weeks Rock Hour Community, a local time bank, will be launched in our
community. The opportunities to enrich community bonds through this time exchange
are boundless. A small group of dedicated volunteers is completing final planning. Rock
Hour Community can provide needed services to our seniors and those with limited
resources.

Evansville residents were willing to commit tax dollars to restore Lake Leota, strongly
supporting a dredging referendum during the shaky economy of late 2008. Community
members have donated additional funds to re-stock fish in Lake Leota, and this weekend
there will be a fishing contest for kids. SOLE, Save Our Lake Environment, continues to
support lake and surrounding habitat improvements. Recently, the group installed an
osprey platform that can be seen from Highway 14 as you enter Evansville from the
north.

There have been many other improvements to Lake Leota Park, our community gem.
Significant donations and concerted effort by dozens of individuals and businesses under
the auspices of the Evansville Grove Society brought completion of the restoration of the
Baker Office Building, now our local visitors’ center and museum. Just recently, the
Antes Cabin, the remaining tourist cabin from the 1930’s, was relocated to the Park
entrance, and restoration activities are commencing. The City engaged the Dry Stone
Conservancy of Kentucky several years ago to provide analysis and training in
appropriate restoration of the Allen Creek walls in the Park. A multi-year restoration
project is currently underway.

The Evansville Jays, our Home Talent Baseball Team, have made significant
improvements to the Upper Diamond area. A batting cage has been constructed and a
flagpole was erected with funds donated by the VFW. A group of citizens is exploring
the possibility of a disc golf course in Leonard-Leota Park.

Evansville Initiative, a committee formed more than ten years ago to advocate energy
efficiency and environmental awareness, was the foundation for Evansville’s energy
leadership in the Wisconsin Energy Independent Communities effort. In collaboration,
the School District, Evansville Community Partnership and the City have sponsored our
regionally-known annual energy fairs. The District, working with the Lions Club, Boy
Scouts, and other community volunteers is developing the Grove Community School
Forest—more than 2,000 native trees and shrubs have been planted and other
enhancements such as benches and walkways have been installed. A small group of
individuals worked to achieve the Evansville designation as a Bird City Wisconsin.

There are many efforts underway on behalf of our youth. Just recently a fundraising
campaign to purchase high school band uniforms was successfully completed. A group
of individuals is exploring development of a youth baseball complex. BASE, Building A
Safer Evansville, is a collaboration of individuals and organizations dedicated to reducing



substance abuse in our youth and has submitted a grant application to fund continuing
efforts. Evansville has been generous in supporting the revitalized Youth Center.

I could continue for pages about projects and activities that enrich our lives. Here are
some other organizations I’ve not yet mentioned that undertake projects to improve our
community, AWARE in Evansville, FFA Alumni, Evansville Community Theater,
Evansville Fund, 4™ of July Committee, Evansville Farmer’s Market, Theodore Robinson
Society, Friends of the Eager Free Public Library, American Legion, Masons, PTO,
Music Boosters, Sports Boosters, Girl Scouts, Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club, and
Chamber.

Evansville has recently completed a destination assessment by the Wisconsin Department
of Tourism and a retail market analysis by economic development consultant Ady
Voltedge. A recommendation in both studies was to increase the number of events in the
community, enriching opportunities for our citizens while adding activities that will
attract visitors. We developed a calendar of current events and found that we lacked a
larger, significant event only in January. Here is the list: January-open; February-
Chocolate Extravaganza; March-FFA and Alumni Farm Toy Show and Chili Cook-off;
April-Energy Fair and Spring Art Crawl; May-Rally ‘Round the Flag Civil War
Weekend; June-Plein Air Competition and Art Exhibition; July-Library Ice Cream Social
and 4™ of July; August-Garage Sale Day and Inside-Out Day; September-14 South
Artists Studio Art Tour and Fall Art Crawl; October-Octoberfest and Evansville Business
Expo; November-Olde-Fashioned Christmas and Evansville Community Theater Play;
December- Holiday Craft Fair and Ecumenical Choir Christmas Concert.

Last week City Administrator Dan Wietecha wrote about Evansville volunteerism. Our
community determines needs and enhancements and diligently works to accomplish
projects. We are a can-do people and we are rich in volunteers.

Twelve years ago, a community visioning process occurred and Evansville Community
Partnership was formed. The ECP mission is to provide all citizens the opportunity to
participate in cooperative creation of an economically and socially sound, vibrant future
for our community. We are a growing community and our willingness to welcome and
our success in engaging new residents strengthen community togetherness and build
neighborliness. Fresh ideas and differing viewpoints are needed to bring improvement to
and energize our quality of life. It is to our benefit to embrace inclusion and diversity in
Evansville.

To echo David Ward, “I love this place. Let’s work to make it better than ever.” “It
Takes a Village,” all of us using our talents, efforts, resources, and creativity, to harness
continuous change and enhance our community vitality and vibrancy. We will enjoy and
celebrate the fruits of our collaborative labor.

Community Announcements




The Friends of the Eager Free Public Library will hold their annual Ice Cream Social on
Friday, June 29, from 6-8 p.m. on the Library Lawn.

For Parents—There are two fun, free activities for youngsters on Saturday, June 30.
From 8-10 a.m., children aged 4 through 11 can participate in a Lake Leota fishing
contest. From 10 a.m. to noon, the second youth Bike Rodeo will be held at the Lower
Ball Diamond at Lake Leota Park for kids pre-kindergarten through 4™ grade. Be sure to
bring bikes.

I encourage everyone to enjoy the many 4" of July festivities in Evansville, including the
Run/Walk benefitting the Deb Olsen Scholarship Fund and the Evansville Soccer Club,
the Lions Club Chicken Barbeque, the Ducky Derby Race that supports the Evansville
Youth Center, our hometown parade, Evansville Jays Home Talent Baseball, great music,
and fantastic fireworks. Stay safe.

Curbside yard waste pick-up will be the week of July 9-14, the first full non-holiday
week.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

Our community congratulates Heidi Carvin on her retirement from the Evansville
Community School District. We thank Heidi for her years of service, leadership, and
active community involvement. Best wishes, Heidi!

We thank the Theodore Robinson Society, Eager Free Public Library (EFPL), Friends of
EFPL, and Evansville Community Partnership for their collaboration to accomplish the
remarkable Theodore Robinson Plein Air Competition. Artwork from the Competition is
on display at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, until July 20. Some pieces remain for
sale.

Evansville thanks the citizens that hosted the Garden Tour, the volunteers that assisted
with the event, and the interested public that enjoyed the gardens. Support for the
Evansville Education Fund enhances opportunities for our district students.

Support for the Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet and Evansville Food Pantry was
evident in the great turnout at the tenth anniversary open house last Sunday. Our
community is fortunate to have the dedicated support of dozens and dozens of volunteers
and donors that provide a helping hand to our family, friends, and neighbors in need.
Thank you for a decade of community caring.



