Mayor’s Column for June 16, 2010 Review
Last week was filled with eventful activities and I will comment on four of them.

Discover Wisconsin

After a year of hard work, anticipation, and excitement, the Discover Wisconsin program
about Evansville aired on network television in eight states last Saturday. We looked
really good!

Evansville got its first look at the television show last Thursday night at the Summer
Kick-Off and Discover Wisconsin Premiere Party at Lake Leota. An estimated 1,000
people enjoyed cartoons, food, friends, family, neighbors, Discover Wisconsin-
Evansville, and the outstanding first fireworks show of the summer. More than 300 hot
dogs, 250 baked potatoes, and hundreds of brats, bags of popcorn, and slushies were sold,
with proceeds benefiting the programs and activities of the Chamber, Woodchucks, and
Youth Center.

Greg Smith, Managing Director of Discover Wisconsin, Chad Diedrick, Producer of the
Evansville show, and Stephanie Klett, Host of the Discover Wisconsin television series,
partied with us on Thursday evening. Greg commented that in all of the years of the
show (more than fifteen years), the largest premiere party until now had attendance of
300 people. He had earlier this year told me that it would be the first outdoor premiere
for a Discover Wisconsin show; it was also the first celebration with fireworks. Greg
also commented on the large number of families enjoying the festivities. Greg, Chad,
and Stephanie experienced our special community spirit that was showcased by a Lake
Leota celebration.

The Discover Wisconsin television show is one component of a two-year multimedia
marketing package funded by the local hotel tax. Evansville is now prominently featured
on the Discover Wisconsin website at www.discoverwisconsin.com. Other media
activities also occurred last week. Stephanie Klett promoted the Evansville show on
WITI Fox 6 in Milwaukee, the largest television station in Wisconsin. There were two
radio spots about Evansville broadcast on more than forty stations, one describing the
Evansville Passport to Adventure Prize Package and the other highlighting interesting
features of Evansville. I was interviewed by Stan Stricker of WCLO in Janesville and the
spot ran several times on Thursday.

Future marketing activities include airing of the television program again in late summer
2011 and spring 2012, five radio spots over the next two years aired across the Discover
Wisconsin radio affiliates, timed to highlight signature community activities. The next
radio marketing will feature the Harvest Windmill Festival and Windmills on Parade this
September. The new Evansville brochure will be distributed by Discover Wisconsin at
trade shows next winter. Along with other community marketing and advertising of
events, Evansville will be in the spotlight often in the coming months.


http://www.discoverwisconsin.com/

National Association of State Energy Officials (NASEQO)

Jim Arwood, Regional Coordinator of NASEQ, attended last Tuesday morning’s meeting
of the Evansville Energy Independence Team. Currently traveling the Midwest, Jim is
documenting energy projects across the country funded by the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA), with a focus on the Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Block Grants awarded to communities. The Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence
identified Evansville as one of the communities Jim should showcase in Wisconsin.

Following our meeting, Jim interviewed me for more than 30 minutes about details of the
25 x 25 Planning Grant Evansville received in 2009, the wind turbine installation that
will occur shortly at the wastewater treatment plant site, our annual energy fair, and other
energy initiatives in Evansville. Jim also toured the wastewater treatment plant site and
the public works building with Dave Wartenweiler, Evansville Public Works
Superintendent. Projects at both facilities are receiving ARRA funding; the treatment
plant upgrade is nearing completion while the public works project is just in the
beginning stage.

A three minute video will be made of the communities that are visited by NASEO. Clips
will be posted on the NASEO website, forwarded to state energy offices, and given to
communities for their use. Our reputation as a Wisconsin energy leader continues to
grow.

Evansville Bike Rodeo

The rain held off for last Saturday’s Bike Rodeo. 100 youngsters registered to participate
in the morning’s activities that included a safety video, bike helmet fittings and
distribution, bike safety checks including brakes and tire pressure, prize giveaways,
snacks, a bounce house for excess energy, and a safety course set up in the high school
parking lot.

The Rodeo was a valuable community event sponsored by the Police Department. The
opportunity for children to interact with police and emergency staff in an enjoyable
setting is important to the well-being of our youth. The many activities of the morning
educated our children about bicycle and transportation safety in a fun environment. Each
child went home with a bag filled with goodies and many won prizes, from backpacks to
bikes. Parents greatly appreciated the free event in the challenging economy.

Officer Patrick Reese spearheaded the Rodeo project for the Police Department. Mary
Beaver of Evansville EMS must also be recognized for her special efforts on the Bike

Rodeo. They and their departments are to be commended for the success of the Rodeo.

Dozens of businesses and scores of volunteers contributed to the event with prizes or
staffing of different activities of the morning. Thank you for your contributions.

Rock County Forum on the Automotive Community and Workers




Last Friday, Dr. Ed Montgomery, the Executive Director of the White House Council on
Automotive Communities and Workers, and a team of federal agency representatives
came to Janesville for a listening session. Rock County community leaders and
stakeholders met with Dr. Montgomery and his team to communicate the needs of our
local communities and planned initiatives and strategies to move forward in the coming
months and years. Evansville citizens in attendance were Ruth Ann Montgomery, as
head of the Arrowhead Library System, Jackie Liebel, Executive Director of the
Evansville Chamber, and me.

The event was highly structured. Following opening remarks by government dignitaries,
including Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin, Roberta Gassman, Wisconsin Secretary of
the Department of Workforce Development, Speaker of the Wisconsin Assembly
Representative Mike Sheridan, and Dr. Montgomery, Rock County representatives gave a
30 minute presentation on identified needs and potential programs that would assist our
area in recovery from the dual impacts of the GM plant closure and the economic
recession.

During the presentation, the importance of the expansion of the I-39/90 corridor was
stressed; additional funding for workforce development was requested; potential new
educational programs were explained with project costs for implementation identified;
growing emotional and mental health needs discussed; economic/business development

strategies and incentive programs were detailed; and a media technology project
described.

In response to the presentation, federal agency representatives explained current
programs and funding sources that could facilitate implementation of County projects.
Dr. Montgomery instructed specific federal agency follow-through on social service

needs. With assurances that Washington would be responsive to local need, the forum
ended.

My sense of the forum: appreciation by Rock County representatives for being heard,
with the realization that Washington bureaucracy likely precludes funding for bold,

“custom” projects and programs.

Energy Saving Tip

If you are vacationing away from home, turn off and unplug every appliance you can.
Turn down the temperature setting on your water heater.

Community Announcements

The popular Eastern Star Strawberry Festival will be held on Friday, June 18, from 3:00
to 7:00 p.m. at the Masonic Temple on West Main Street.



The Local History Museum and Visitors Center at the North Madison Street entrance to
Leonard-Lake Leota Park will be staffed on Saturdays from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
through mid-September. The Center will be open most mornings through the summer.
There will be Museum Open Houses on July 3 and 4 from noon to 5:00 p.m.

DVDs of the Discover Wisconsin Evansville program are available for purchase. They
will be available at retail locations throughout Evansville.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

Congratulations to Lacy Shotliff and Lacy Pyper on the opening of Running With
Scissors. Evansville’s two newest entrepreneurs have created a spacious, inviting
salon/gallery on West Main Street. Stop in and welcome them to downtown.

Evansville congratulates Kelli Viele for being recognized as 2010 Volunteer of the Year
by the United Way of North Rock County Volunteer Network. We appreciate Kelli’s
community volunteerism.

Evansville thanks the Lions Club and Kyle Allen for spring clean-up of Allen Creek
through Leonard-Lake Leota Park.

Evansville Area Boy Scouts helped place flags on the graves of veterans at Maple Hill
Cemetery in preparation for Memorial Day. Our community is proud of our Scouts for
undertaking this project to honor our veterans.

Evansville appreciates the dedication of resident Amy Faldet for weeding and planting
the round flowerbed at the bottom of the hill in Leonard-Lake Leota Park. Amy
undertakes this spring task every year.

In my last mayor’s column, I thanked the members of the local Creative Committee that
participated in the Discover Wisconsin filming project. I also thanked the businesses that
provided gifts for the Evansville Discover Wisconsin Passport to Adventure Prize
Package. There are additional organizations and individuals that need recognition and
thanks for their contributions. The Chamber of Commerce collaborated with the City on
development of the new Evansville brochure (the one with the windmill on the front).
The Evansville Community Partnership participated in the project by planning and
coordinating the premiere party in the Park. Discover Wisconsin corporate sponsor
Capital Brewery donated a portion of the refreshments for the party. Evansville Water &
Light provided the power to the festival tent and refreshment areas. Don Liebel provided
the movie screen for our use. Kyle Allen coordinated the fireworks for the party.
Shannon Law Office and Roger Roth and Associates sponsored the evening’s fireworks.
The success of this project was due to the collaboration of many. Evansville thanks all of
these donors/volunteers!



