Mayor’s Column for the June 11, 2014 Evansville Review

Citizen Sustainability Initiatives
A few weeks ago I wrote about sustainability initiatives of the Evansville Community School District.  Evansville citizens also actively support environmental sustainability.

While updating the Evansville Park and Recreation Plan last year, residents told us how much they value our local natural resources.  There is high interest in developing bike and pedestrian trails throughout Evansville to better utilize these resources.  The recent community survey of Evansville residents showed strong interest in the environment, with 71% of respondents indicating that energy efficiency program participation was worth their time and effort.
The following list of activities are some of the ways Evansville citizens have contributed to a sustainable future.
· An early community committee, the Evansville Energy Initiative, was dedicated to alternative energy education and projects.  Today’s Energy Independence Team is an expansion of the Energy Initiative.

· Strong citizen attendance and support at twelve annual energy fairs.
· There are local demonstration alternative energy projects such as wind power aeration of a retention pond.

· Evansville Community Partnership obtained a grant for solar panels for the community swimming pool.

· 2007 Soybean Celebration/Festival was held.  Installation of public “Soybean” historical exhibit in 2009 to celebrate our tradition of agriculture.
· Four annual Harvest Windmill Festivals, with focus on “buy local”, recycling, and Evansville’s history of windmill innovation.  

· Local Eagle Scout builds benches and signs for School Forest Trail from recycled wood.

· Local Boy Scout Troop hosts Recycle Regatta as part of annual 4th of July celebration.

· Evansville residents participate in the state-sponsored van pool program.

· Investigation into establishment of a vanpool cooperative by a local resident. 

· Participation of 142 Water and Light residential customers in renewable energy purchase program, buying blocks of green energy.  We have participated in the WPPI Energy program since April 2007, resulting in local purchase of 7,231,800 kWh of renewable energy through May 2014.  A reduction of 12,236,205 lbs. of carbon dioxide was achieved during this time period. 

· Significant residential and commercial historic preservation activity throughout the city.  The most energy efficient building is one that is already built.
· Interested citizens explored establishment of local food cooperative.

· Upgrading to high-efficiency lighting by community organizations, such as local churches.
· Main Street Windmills on Parade art exhibit and auction to celebrate our local history of wind power manufacturing.
· Installation of vintage Baker windmill at entrance to Leonard-Lake Leota Park, celebrating the city tradition of renewable energy manufacturing.

· Lions Club recycling of eyeglasses, hearing aids, and cell phones.

· Segment of Evansville episode of Discover Wisconsin television program dedicated to the Energy Fair and local initiatives.

· 2011 designation as a Bird City Wisconsin, including focus on natural habitat for birds.  Bird observation kit was obtained for use by community to engage in bird-watching.

· Support for farmer’s market with emphasis on buy local.

· Citizens participate in a local Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) organic farm.

· In 2013, Bike the Barns, a fundraiser for the Fair Share CSA Coalition, was hosted in Evansville.  More than $60,000 was raised.
· Citizen committee is actively at work on establishment of an organic community garden in 2015.

· Youth education, with fishing classes and clinics about regulations and sustainable fishing practices.

· Creekside Place receives Travel Green Wisconsin certification, a program of the Wisconsin Department of Tourism.
· Little Free Libraries installed throughout our city promote reading while encouraging recycling of books.

· Citizens demonstrated active support for development of the Ice Age Trail in the Evansville area.  The National Park Service should determine a preferred route through Rock County in the next few months.
· 156 Evansville Water and Light customers participated in the Express Energy Efficiency Program of Focus on Energy, with estimated annual savings of 86,396 kWh, 10,596 therms, and 1,153,925 gallons of water.
Strong citizen commitment to environmental sustainability through the decades guides current city efforts and decisions.  While climate change is now a topic front and center globally and nationally, Evansville has been engaged in sustainability for years.  It is part of our community identity.

Community Announcements

On Thursday, June 12, at 10:00 a.m., teens are invited to view the movie “Star Wars:  A New Hope.,” at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street.  No registration is required.

The Jays, Evansville’s Home Talent Baseball Team, play Deerfield on Sunday, June 15, at 1:00 p.m. at Leonard-Leota Park.  It is Home Talent Alumni Appreciation Day.

UW-Extension Rock County Horticultural Educator Christy Marsden will speak about emerald ash borer on Wednesday, June 18, at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.

There is a new bird art exhibit at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  Featured local artists are Richard Krake, Ivy Otto, and Mary Mason Braunschweig.

Community Development Director Nicole Sidoff has submitted her resignation.  She will be relocating to Austin, Texas.  Her last day at City Hall will be Friday, July 3.  The position has been advertised and the deadline for application submissions is Friday, June 27.

Community Thanks
The downtown flower baskets and planters are beautiful.  Special thanks to Gene Bass, Sarah Bauer, John Rasmussen, Stonefield Plant Farm, Evansville Community Partnership, Tourism Subcommittee of the Economic Development Committee, and Evansville Water & Light for undertaking this downtown enhancement.
