Mayor’s Column for the May 7, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review
School District Sustainability Initiatives

In 2009, the inaugural year of the Pilot Wisconsin Energy Independent Community program, Evansville was selected as one of the ten grant recipients.  A major long-term goal of the state-initiated project was to encourage and enhance sustainability initiatives throughout the selected local communities.  Evansville has embraced sustainability.

Below are a list of initiatives, projects, and programs that have been undertaken by our school district.  I am sure this list is not complete, but it is impressive.  The district has been a driver in building youth and community environmental awareness.  Our regional reputation for environmental leadership is due in great part to efforts of our school district.  
School District Initiatives

1. Leadership role in planning and presenting twelve Evansville Earth Day Energy Fairs, a collaboration of Evansville Community School District, Evansville Community Partnership, Evansville Water & Light, and WPPI Energy.
2. Progressive high school ag curriculum, and active support for FFA and 4-H organizations and programs.
3. Local teacher participation in KEEP (K-12 Energy Education Program) courses.

4. Classroom energy/conservation projects. Examples are students making biodiesel fuel and physics class energy conservation project to reduce the High School building energy consumption by 5%. 

5. Geothermal heating/cooling system at high school.

6. Photovoltaic window installation in middle school to demonstrate solar power.

7. High school student study trips to Panama to experience and study rain forests.

8. Establishment of Grove Community School Forest Trail, an educational and environmentally friendly community/school forest project.  More than 2000 native trees and shrubs have been planted by community volunteers.

9. Development of a nature center to augment the outdoor learning environment of the Grove Community School Forest Trail.

10. Annual National Theatre for Children energy presentations to school classes.

11. Construction of energy-efficient houses by high school trades classes with community and business support.

12. After school club at Evansville High School designed a high mileage vehicle that won first place at the UW-Stout Supermileage Challenge in April 2008 (498 miles per gallon).

13. High school AP Environmental class develops exhibit of environmentally-friendly household cleaning and personal care items for Energy Fair.

14. High school cooperative student intern determined energy conservation measures and related cost savings at Eager Free Public Library.

15. Evansville Lego Lords, an after-school robotics club, researched and prepared presentation on climate connections in 2008.  The Club made their presentation to the Evansville Economic Development Committee, Common Council and Lions Club.  In 2009, the topic was transportation.

16. Collection of wind data at high school (Bree-z test turbine).

17. Use of biofuels in school buses.

18. Purchase of local produce by School District.

19. Reduction of energy usage with “low hanging fruit” efforts, such as upgrading gym lighting and removal of refrigerators in individual classrooms.

20. Evansville Community School District participation in Express Building Tune-Up, a Focus on Energy program, with fee provided by Commitment to Community dollars.
21. Exploration of participation in the Green and Healthy Schools initiative.

22. LED lighting project in the high school commons and performing arts center.

As an Evansville citizen, I applaud our schools for taking a leading role in sustainability activities.  Many additional sustainability initiatives have also been undertaken by our business community, citizens, and local government.  These initiatives will be highlighted in future columns.
Community Announcements
National author and photojournalist Mark Hirsch is speaking tonight, May 7, at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street. Hirsch will make a presentation on his book “That Tree” and hold a book signing.  This event is free and open to the public.  A documentary about “That Tree” was aired on Wisconsin Public Television last Sunday evening.  Don’t miss the opportunity to hear him!
UW-Extension Horticulture Educator Christy Marsden will discuss “Successful Vegetable Gardening” on Thursday, May 8, at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.

The Evansville Farmers Market and Spring Arts and Crafts Fair will be held on Saturday, May 10, on East Church Street next to Creekside Place.  The FFA will be having a plant sale at the Market.  The hours are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Celebrate Mother’s Day weekend at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street, with “Muffins with Mom” at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 10.  Enjoy morning treats, coffee for grown-ups, and craft activities.  Kids, Moms, and Grandmas are invited.

The Evansville Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club will meet on Wednesday, May 14, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.  

The Fourth Annual Rally ‘Round the Flag Civil War Commemoration will be held on Friday and Saturday, May 16 and 17, in Lake Leota Park.  1,700 middle school students in southern Wisconsin will learn about the Civil War through re-enactments and demonstrations in the Park on Friday.  A free ice-cream social for the community will be held from 7-8:15 p.m. on Friday evening at the Henneberry Shelter, sponsored by the Grove Society.  On Saturday, there will be demonstrations and drills from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Park.  Civil War music played on Civil War-era instruments will be provided by the Regimental Volunteer Band of Wisconsin at the Park at various times from noon to 4:00 p.m.  The event is free and sponsored by the Evansville Grove Society.
Eager Free Public Library and the Evansville Grove Society are co-sponsoring the Antiques Grove Show on Saturday, May 17, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Library.  It’s your chance to bring in an antique or collectible for an appraisal by Dean George and his appraisers.  Limit three items per person.  No furniture or jewelry please.  Refreshments will be served.

As garage sale season approaches, please remember that signs are not allowed on city property, including street lights, traffic signs, and terraces.  Signs should be placed on private property, with the owner’s approval.

Community Thanks

The City of Evansville thanks Water & Light Lineman Randy Rasmussen for his 21 years of service to our community.  Randy retired last Friday and plans to spend time travelling in the mountains of the western U.S. and enjoying his family.
