Mayor’s Column for the May 14, 2014 Edition of the Review
City Survey
The results of the City of Evansville survey undertaken in January were presented to the Plan Commission last week.  The UW-Oshkosh Business Success Center was hired by the City as the survey consultant.  Center representatives, Dr. Michael Ford and Dr. Karl Nollenberger, discussed survey highlights and their analysis of the results with our Commission.

The survey was sent to the 2084 residential parcels, which included renters, in the city database.  712 responses, a 34.2 percent rate of return, resulted in a margin of error of 3.8% for study results.  A 5% or less margin of error is desired for these types of surveys.  According to the Business Success Center, this was a strong response rate compared to similar citizen surveys they have undertaken in other communities. 

Some survey questions provided basic demographic information.  81.8% of survey respondents own their current residence; 18.2% are renters.  The average household size is 2.66 people.  34.1% of the respondents have lived in Evansville more than 25 years, 25.1% between 11-25 years, 21.4% between 6-10 years, and 19.4% less than five years.

28.5 percent of survey respondents had at least one household member working in Evansville.  Well over 50% of the respondents had at least one household member working in Madison or Dane County.  16.7% of those completing the survey had at least one household member working in Janesville or elsewhere in Rock County.  We are a community of commuters.
58% percent of survey respondents believe the city should encourage moderate growth in housing and population; 7.7% believe in rapid growth.  21.6 % said the city should limit growth in housing and population and 12.7% support no growth.

59 percent of respondents support the future development of upscale single family homes and 87.8% support additional development of affordable single family homes.  39.8% support additional multi-family apartment buildings, 67% support construction of additional duplexes, and 66% support more condos and townhouses.  More than 80% support additional independent and assistant living units for seniors and people with disabilities.

When asked about a future vision for our city, 37 percent envision a full-service community where nearly all working, shopping, service, housing, health care, and educational needs can be met; 42.2% envision a fairly diverse community with some commercial, job, and housing opportunities.  11.7% believe Evansville should be an agriculturally-oriented community and should strive to maintain as much agricultural land as possible.  6.1% said that the city should be a “bedroom” community, a residential community with few industries and limited commercial services, and 3.1% said the city should focus on being a manufacturing-based economy.

A question relating to city economic development efforts yielded the following:  49.5% said that the city should encourage new businesses by nurturing entrepreneurship; 21.8% believe the city should recruit businesses from other communities; and 21.4% said the city should focus on retaining and expanding current businesses.

The first question of the survey was:  “Overall, how satisfied are you with the City of Evansville as a place to live?” Nearly 93% are satisfied or very satisfied; about 7% indicated they are dissatisfied or very dissatisfied.  There were a number of questions about various city services.  I will drill down on city service results in a future column.  
The survey results, along with a number of other resources such as the 2007 Allen Creek and North Union Street Redevelopment Master Plan, 2010 U.S. Census, the newly adopted Evansville 2013-2018 Park and Recreation Plan, and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation Highway 14 Corridor Management Plan that will be completed in the next couple of months, will provide important information that will be integrated into the state-required 2015 update to our smart growth comprehensive plan.
Results of the survey will also be used to determine areas where city service improvements are necessary.  Our focus on top-notch customer service and drive for excellence means that we will continually work to provide better results for our residents.

When asked whether Evansville survey results were typical in comparison with other community surveys, Dr. Nollenberger indicated that our community was atypical.  He stated that the satisfaction of our residents was much higher and that levels of dissatisfaction were much lower than in other communities.  While pleased with that analysis, we will continually strive to improve service to our residents.  It is our commitment to Evansville.

Community Announcements

The Evansville Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club will meet on Wednesday, May 14, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  Bud Gayhart, Director of the Center for Innovation & Business Development at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, will present “What You Need to Know about Starting or Acquiring a Business.”  The meeting is free and open to the public.

The STEAMpunks Club, students in grades K-5, will participate in the Great Wisconsin Oriole Count on Friday, May 16, from 1:15-3:15 p.m. at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street.  The activity is free, but registration is required.
The Fourth Annual Rally ‘Round the Flag Civil War Commemoration will be held on Friday and Saturday, May 16 and 17, in Lake Leota Park.  1,700 middle school students in southern Wisconsin will learn about the Civil War through re-enactments and demonstrations in the Park on Friday.  A free ice-cream social for the community will be held from 7-8:15 p.m. on Friday evening at the Henneberry Shelter, sponsored by the Grove Society.  On Saturday, there will be demonstrations and drills from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Park.  Civil War music played on Civil War-era instruments will be provided by the Regimental Volunteer Band of Wisconsin at the Park at various times from noon to 4 p.m.  The event is free and sponsored by the Evansville Grove Society.

The Evansville Farmer’s Market will be held this Saturday, May 17, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on East Church Street next to Creekside Place.  Last week I purchased radishes, asparagus, flowers from the FFA, bread, muffins, brats, bacon, and coffee.  Three additional area produce vendors will be selling at the market this year.  Please consider buying fresh and local!

Dr. Stanley Temple, Beers-Bascom Professor Emeritus in Conservation in the Department of Wildlife Ecology at UW-Madison and Senior Fellow with the Aldo Leopold Foundation, will present a program, entitled “The Last Bird,” about the extinction of the passenger pigeon on Wednesday, May 21 at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.

Fundraising continues for the badly needed new roof at the Evansville Community Care Closet and Food Pantry.  $26,000 has been raised to date.  A cost estimate for the project is $45,000.  The Care Closet and Food Pantry is essential to our friends and neighbors in need.  Please consider making a contribution to this worthy community project.

Community Thanks
The City of Evansville thanks Evansville Manor for generously providing use of their training room for the recent Committee of the Whole meeting. 
