Mayor’s Column for the April 30, 2014 Edition of the Review

International Migratory Bird Day
Did you know that Lake Leota is a birding hotspot? For the past three years, local Audubon members and participants in the Christmas Bird Count have led a bird walk on a May Saturday morning in Leonard-Leota Park.  Combining the three yearly lists of bird sightings, each containing about 40 to 50 observations, 75 different species of birds were observed in our park.  Some species were sighted each year and some were seen only in one year.

About 400 of the world’s 10,000 bird species have been observed in Wisconsin.  About 20% of those seen in Wisconsin were sighted in about eight hours total on three May Saturday mornings in our park! Here is the 2011-2013 combined list of bird sightings.
American Coot

American Crow

American Goldfinch

American Robin

Baltimore Oriole

Barn Swallow

Belted Kingfisher

Black Tern

Blackburnian Warbler

Blackpoll Warbler

Black-and-white Warbler

Black-capped Chickadee

Black-throated Green Warbler

Blue Jay

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Blue-winged Teal

Brown-headed Cowbird

Canada Goose

Cedar Waxwing

Chimney Swift

Chipping Sparrow

Common Grackle

Common Yellowthroat

Downy Woodpecker

Eastern Bluebird

Eastern Kingbird

Eastern Phoebe

Eastern Towhee

Eastern Wood Peewee

European Starling

Gadwall

Gray Catbird

Great Blue Heron

Great Crested Flycatcher

Green-backed Heron

House Finch

House Sparrow

House Wren

Indigo Bunting

Killdeer

Mallard

Mourning Dove

Myrtle Warbler

Nashville Warbler

Northern Cardinal

Northern Flicker

Northern Parula

Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Palm Warbler

Pied-billed Grebe

Pine Siskin

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Red-eyed Vireo

Red-winged Blackbird

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Ruby -throated Hummingbird

Ruddy Duck

Sandhill Crane

Scarlet Tanager

Solitary Sandpiper 

Song Sparrow

Sora

Spotted Sandpiper

Tree Swallow

Tufted Titmouse

Turkey Vulture

White-breasted Nuthatch

White-crowned Sparrow

White-throated Sparrow

Willow Flycatcher

Wood Duck

Yellow Warbler

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Yellow-throated Vireo

The annual spring Leota bird walks are in celebration of International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD).  There are 81 Wisconsin Bird Cities (Evansville became a Bird City in 2011) and a program requirement is to hold an IMBD event.  There are more than 600 annual IMBD events in the Western Hemisphere.  According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wisconsin is the 2nd “birdiest” state in the nation.  Vermont ranks first.  

The Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative spends much time on bird habitat improvements.  Plantings of native trees and shrubs are encouraged.  Removal of invasive species, such as garlic mustard, buckthorn, and honeysuckle is promoted.  Attention to the environment and overall sustainability are important to species preservation.

The 2014 IMBD theme is Why Birds Matter.  While there are many reasons why birds matter, obvious ones include pollination, seed dispersal, and insect control.  Barbara Kingsolver, author of “Flight Behavior,” is my favorite writer.  Kingsolver’s answer:  “Why do birds matter? It’s a funny question.  Imagine asking a cardinal ‘Why do humans matter?’ He would sing if he could, from the top of a telephone pole, ‘They don’t! Not at all! Look at me!’ Every species basically thinks we’re the real one, and all others are food or set decoration.  If you could step back and register all our noise at once, you might get a glimpse of the real deal:  life on earth.”  

The 2014 Leota Bird Walk is this Saturday, May 3, from 7:00 a.m. to about 9:00 a.m.  This is a free, family-friendly activity.  Dress for the weather and meet at the upper park shelter. Bring binoculars if you have them.

In coming weeks there are additional local activities that focus on our environment and sustainability.  National bestselling author Mark Hirsch will discuss his book “That Tree” on Wednesday, May 7, at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.  The STEAMpunks Club, students in grades K-5, will participate in the Great Wisconsin Oriole Count on Friday, May 16, from 1:15-3:15 p.m. at Eager Free Public Library; the activity is free but registration is required.  Dr. Stanley Temple, Beers-Bascom Professor Emeritus in Conservation in the Department of Wildlife Ecology at UW-Madison and Senior Fellow with the Aldo Leopold Foundation, will present a program, entitled “The Last Bird,” about the extinction of the passenger pigeon on May 21 at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.  On June 18 at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place, Master Gardener Cristy Marsden will discuss emerald ash borer in our area.  An exhibition of bird art will be on display at Creekside Place during the month of June.
I encourage you to participate in an environmental activity this spring.  Attend one of our local programs or activities.  Plant native shrubs or participate in an organized event to reduce the spread of invasive species.  Each of us can make a difference.
Community Announcements
Enjoy Shopping Local at First Friday on May 2, when shops stay open longer.  Start the evening with a reception beginning at 5:00 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the settlement of Evansville.  Pick up a complimentary copy of the new Historic Evansville:  A Walker’s Guide.  At 6 p.m. there will be a short presentation about the history of downtown Evansville by former Grove Society president John Decker, to be followed by a short walking tour of downtown that ends at Eager Free Public Library.

The Evansville Drama Department will present the Premier High School Performance of “The Addams Family” on May 2 through 4, 2014 at the EHS Performing Arts Center.  For information, call 882-3570.

An International Migratory Bird Day bird-watching activity will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2014, at Lake Leota.  This is a great family activity! Gather at 7:00 a.m. at the Upper Park Shelter House.  Local Audubon members and Christmas Bird Count participants will lead bird watching and ID through the Park.  Bring binoculars and dress for the weather.                                                                                                                                                                                            

The Outdoor Evansville Farmers Market will open for the season on Saturday, May 3, 2014, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on East Church Street next to Creekside Place.

The first official curbside brush and yard waste collection will occur the week of May 5 through 9.  Materials should be placed on the terrace, not in the gutter.

National bestselling author, Mark Hirsch will talk about his book “That Tree” on Wednesday, May 7, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.

Community Thanks
Evansville thanks the sponsors of the Evansville Community Earth Day Energy Fair, the Evansville Community School District, Evansville Community Partnership, Evansville Water & Light, and WPPI Energy.  Many volunteers were responsible for making the Fair another fun successful educational event for our families.  Kudos to all!
