Mayor’s Column for the April 24, 2013 Edition of the Evansville Review
Evansville’s Outstanding Recreational Opportunity

April is a month focused on natural resources as we celebrate Earth Day and Arbor Day.
It is appropriate that we turn our attention to outdoor recreation and our environment.

Are you interested in new recreational opportunities for Evansville? Would Evansville
benefit from being located on one of only ten National Scenic Trails in the U.S.?

Next Monday, April 29, 2013, the National Park Service will hold an open house on Ice
Age Trail development in Rock County at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, from 5 to 8
p.m. Three options for Trail location are being considered—two of them include
Evansville. At 6:00 p.m. the Park Service will explain the Trail development process and
timeline, to be followed by a presentation by the Evansville Grove Society on the rich
historical resources in our community.

The Park Service has identified 3 to 5 mile wide corridor areas in the options to allow
flexibility in locating the actual path because all participation in the Trail is voluntary.
The actual trailway will be 50 feet to a maximum of 1000 feet to provide a great hiking
experience while maintaining a buffer for neighboring property owners. Completed
sections of the Ice Age Trail travel through the downtowns of a number of Wisconsin
communities.

Among the compelling reasons for including the Evansville area on the Trail are:
location along the terminus of the Johnstown Moraine; four historic districts listed on the
National Register of Historic Places by the National Park Service, with 350 historic
structures; an area rich in natural resources, including Allen Creek, Leonard-Leota Park,
Gibbs Lake, the Evansville Wildlife Area, and Magnolia Bluff Park; amenities such as
eating establishments, hotel, and outdoor swimming pool; and a very strong volunteer
base.

Nearly 300 Evansville Park and Outdoor Recreation surveys have been completed so far
and nearly 74% of respondents indicate that Evansville has too few walking/biking trails.
Should the Ice Age Trail be located in the Evansville area, we would have easy access to
a unique scenic trail through Wisconsin that will eventually be 1200 miles long. What a
fantastic opportunity!

I encourage everyone to make an effort to attend the open house, ask questions, and make
comments. You can also mail comments to: National Park Service, Ice Age National
Scenic Trail, 700 Rayovac Drive, Suite 100, Madison, Wisconsin 53711. The National
Park Service is also taking on-line comments at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/. Go to Ice
Age National Scenic Trail and find the list of documents open for comment. The
comment period closes on June 1, 2013.

Environmental Tip


http://parkplanning.nps.gov/

Fishermen, check your tackle boxes. Trout Unlimited, the Wisconsin Association of
Lakes, the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, and the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology are
organizations currently educating the public that lead jigs and sinkers can cause lead
poisoning in wildlife. One lead sinker can kill a loon. There are non-toxic tackle
alternatives made of steel, tin, tungsten, or ceramic. The Wisconsin DNR encourages
you to properly dispose of old lead products at a hazardous waste collection site or a
scrap metal recycler. Do not dispose of them in lakes or in a trash can.

Environmental Announcements

The Week of the Young Child Family Night will be held at the School Fieldhouse, 320
Fair Street, on Friday, April 26, 2013, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. City representatives will be
available to take registrations for swimming lessons and the summer T-Ball, Little
League, and Baseball program. Park and recreation survey information will be available.

The 4™ Annual Art Crawl will be held on Friday, April 26, 2013, from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.
in downtown Evansville. Enjoy a “Buy Local” evening!

The Evansville Police Department Prescription Drug Drop-Off Disposal and Collection
Day will be held on Saturday, April 27, from 8 to 11 a.m. There will be free drive
through service at the Police Department, 10 West Church Street. While sharps are not
accepted in the drop box, sharps will be accepted by the Police on this day in a registered
sharps container or in a thick plastic laundry detergent bottle. If possible leave all
medications in their original containers, blacking out personal information on the bottle.
The drop box remains available. Let’s reduce the availability of unused prescription and
over the counter drugs for our youth and keep drugs out of our groundwater through
appropriate disposal.

A National Park Service public open house meeting on Rock County Ice Age Trail
development will be held in Evansville on Monday, April 29, 2013, at Creekside Place,
102 Maple Street, from 5 to 8 p.m. Strong citizen attendance will show community
interest in Evansville inclusion on the Trail. I encourage you to stop by and indicate your
support for this tremendous recreational opportunity for our area.

The 2013 Outdoor Evansville Farmers Market season will begin on Saturday, May 4,
2013, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Creekside Place. Our Farmers Market is all about buying fresh
and local.

Evansville will celebrate International Migratory Bird Day on Saturday, May 4, 2013,
with a bird walk at Lake Leota beginning at 7 a.m. Meet at the upper shelter house. Bird
walks the last two years have yielded sightings of dozens of species.

The Evansville High School Plant Sale will be held at the high school greenhouse the
week of May 6-10 from 12:30 -5:30 p.m. and at the May 11 Evansville Farmers Market
at Creekside Place from 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.



The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin sponsors field trips, lead by DNR
professionals and other experts, for its members. There are 122 trips planned for 2013.
On Friday, May 10, 2013, birding expert Andy Paulios will lead a trip in Rock County
near Brodhead. A maximum of 15 individuals will explore the Avon Bottoms Important
Bird Area along the Lower Sugar River, hiking diverse habitats of grasslands, wetlands,
and bottomland hardwood forests. Scheduled for 7 a.m. to 2 p.m., the trip is identified as
an easy short hike on level terrain, and the expectation is to view more than 100 species
of birds. The cost of the field trip is $62 per member and is a tax-deductible fundraiser
for the Bird Protection Fund. For questions, call (866) 264-4096 or e-mail
fieldtrips(@wisconservation.org. On-line registration can be found at
WWWw.wisconservation.org.

Evansville has a wonderful new birding resource. A bird kit that includes 15 pairs of
binoculars, straight scope with tripod, field guides, and other bird materials, is available
for use by local organizations such as scout troops, 4-H organizations, school classes, and
other community groups. Parts of the kit were on display and in use at last week’s
Energy Fair. The kit will be housed at the Theodore Robinson Intermediate School
Library, 882-3860.

Evansville Water & Light, in partnership with Wisconsin Focus on Energy, is offering
eligible utility residential customers direct installation of simple household energy
efficiency products at no cost. Customers living in 1 to 3 unit homes that get the majority
of their heat from natural gas or electricity are eligible. Participants can expect to receive
approximately $100 of products/installation and reduce their annual energy use by 10%.
Products include high efficiency showerheads, water-saving kitchen and bathroom faucet
aerators, water heater temperature set-back assistance, insulation of hot and cold water
heater pipes, and Energy Star qualified compact fluorescent light bulbs. Installation time
is estimated at around 45 minutes. To schedule an appointment, call Focus on Energy at
(855) 533-8103 or visit www.focusonenergy.com/express.

Environmental Thanks

Our community thanks the 11" Annual Evansville Earth Day Energy Fair sponsors,
planning committee, volunteers, exhibitors, performers, and attendees. The Fair is a
successful yearly collaboration of school district, city, businesses, community
organizations, and citizens. Our Fair is a fun-filled educational event for the entire
community. It also promotes the buy local message. Local businesses that participated
this year included Agrecol, ApplianceWorks, Evansville Farmers Market, Formecology,
Larson Acres, and Pleasant Prairie Greenhouse.

Evansville thanks SOLE (Save Our Lake Environment) members and Mr. Kvalheim’s
Water Resources class for attending a recent training on lake water sampling led by
Rachel Sabre, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Water Resources
Management Specialist. Lake Leota will be periodically locally tested for clarity,
temperature, phosphorus, and dissolved oxygen.
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