Mayor’s Column for the April 23, 2014, Edition of the Evansville Review
Sustainability in Evansville
It is Earth Week, and yesterday was Earth Day.  Our community celebration, the 12th annual Evansville Earth Day Energy Fair is this Friday; it is also Arbor Day.  Our Fair is a free, family-friendly, fun event.  It is a microcosm of sustainability, with animals, trees, recycling, electric cars, birding, education, people, gardening, information, and energy.
In recent weeks I have spoken about our Energy Fair at meetings around our state.  About 35 people, including engineering representatives from the Jefferson Solar Farm and Epic’s wind project, attended the Energy On Wisconsin quarterly meeting in Jefferson.  The meeting focused on current efforts of the Wisconsin Energy Independent Communities and how to grow public awareness.  I was asked to report on Evansville initiatives.

The Bird City Summit of the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative was held in Oshkosh, with 175 participants.  I was asked specifically to talk about the Energy Fair because of its variety of sustainability themes.  The growing list of Evansville sustainability initiatives, now numbering more than 125, highlights a community-wide effort.  Here is a sampling of projects and activities.

A group of interested citizens is spearheading development of a community garden.  Through their planning efforts, the City Park Board has approved a garden location at West Side Park.  Many details are being worked through and the garden is likely to come to fruition in 2015.
With volunteer assistance, this weekend the city will plant 40 terrace trees throughout Evansville.

In celebration of International Migratory Bird Day, there will be organized bird-watching on Saturday, May 3rd, at 7:00 a.m. at Lake Leota.  This will be the fourth May bird watch at Leonard-Leota Park.  Over the past three years, the combined list of observed bird species is 75.  In this column next week, we will include this list.

Last week Baker Manufacturing held a ceremony to celebrate receiving a Focus on Energy Foundry Melt Upgrade Grant of more than $150,000.  Baker’s investment in the upgrade project will save more than $300,000 per year in energy costs.

Sustainability is pervasive in Evansville.  Community-wide awareness and involvement was a long-term goal of the Pilot Wisconsin Energy Independent Communities program.  Recent and upcoming Evansville activities highlight our ongoing commitment.

Community Announcements

The Week of the Young Child Parade will occur this Thursday, April 24, at 9:30 a.m.  The route is Lincoln to 2nd Street to Liberty Street to 3rd Street.
The Evansville Grove Society Old House Social Group will meet at 6:30 p.m. on April 24 at the offices of Dave Mosher & Associates, 15 East Main Street.  Architect Melissa Destree will be in attendance.  This is a free event and is open to the public.

The 12th Annual Evansville Community Earth Day Energy Fair will be held on Friday, April 25, 2014, from 4:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the School Fieldhouse, 320 Fair Street.  This free, family-friendly event will feature the Zoozort Animal Show and Larry Wirtz’s “Magical World of Science.”  A Tesla Electric Car will be on display.  New this year will be a silent auction to benefit the Grove Community School Forest Nature Center.

The 5th annual Downtown Evansville Art Crawl will be held on Friday evening, April 25, 2014, from 5 to 9 p.m.

Several local businesses are participating in the Vintage Shop Hop Event on April 25 and 26.  The self-guided road trip to more than one hundred antique, resale, and vintage shops in northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin can be found on Facebook.

The Evansville Police Department, with the assistance of BASE (Building A Safer Evansville), will host a prescription drug drop-off disposal and collection day on Saturday, April 26, from 8 to 11 a.m.  There will be free drive through service at the Police Department, 10 West Church Street.  If possible, bring all medications in original containers with personal information blacked out.  Sharps must be dropped off in a registered sharps container or a thick plastic laundry detergent bottle.
A fundraising auction to benefit the Evansville Memorial Day Rostrum Renovation, an Eagle Scout project by Montana Leggett, will be held on Sunday, April 27, at 1:00 p.m. at Evansville High School, 640 South Fifth Street.  Doors open at 12:30 p.m.

Spring hydrant flushing will occur starting on Monday, April 28, through Friday, May 9.  Information and a street schedule can be found on the city website.

The Evansville Adult Writers group will meet on April 28 at 6:00 p.m. at Eager Free Public Library.  Writers are invited to discuss work and share ideas.  Call the Library to register at 882-2260.

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation has scheduled a public involvement meeting to present information and take comments on the soon-to-be completed corridor study of Highway 14 between Highway 92 (Brooklyn) and I39/90 in Janesville.  It will be held at J.C. McKenna Middle School, 307 South First Street in Evansville, on Wednesday, April 30, from 4 to 7 p.m.  There will be an open-house format with a brief presentation at 5:30 p.m.  The study presents strategies for preserving Highway 14 as a two-lane highway as long as possible.  Interested members of the public are encouraged to attend.
Enjoy Shopping Local at First Friday on May 2, when shops stay open longer.  Start the evening with a reception beginning at 5:00 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the settlement of Evansville.  Pick up a complimentary copy of the new Historic Evansville:  A Walker’s Guide.  At 6 p.m. there will be a short presentation about the history of downtown Evansville by former Grove Society president John Decker, to be followed by a short walking tour of downtown that ends at Eager Free Public Library.

The Evansville Drama Department will present the Premier High School Performance of “The Addams Family” on May 2 through 4, 2014 at the EHS Performing Arts Center.  For information, call 882-3570.

An International Migratory Bird Day bird-watching activity will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2014, at Lake Leota.  This is a great family activity! Gather at 7:00 a.m. at the Upper Park Shelter House.  Local Audubon members and Christmas Bird Count participants will lead bird watching and ID through the Park.  Bring binoculars and dress for the weather.                                                                                                                                                                                            
The Outdoor Evansville Farmers Market will open for the season on Saturday, May 3, 2014, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on East Church Street next to Creekside Place.

The first official curbside brush and yard waste collection will occur the week of May 5 through 9.  Materials should be placed on the terrace, not in the gutter.

National bestselling author, Mark Hirsch will talk about his book “That Tree” on Wednesday, May 7, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.

Community Congratulations/Thanks
Evansville congratulates Baker Manufacturing Company on receiving the Foundry Melt Upgrade Grant from Focus on Energy.  We thank Baker for making additional business investment in our community.
Our community thanks the many organizations and volunteers that made the Week of the Young Child Family Fun night a wonderful family activity.  Special thanks to Julie Hermanson for her effort.

Dan Wietecha is to be thanked for his 7+ years of outstanding administrative leadership of our community.  We offer our best wishes as he begins work in Bath Township, Michigan.

Our citizens thank Lisa James for her hard work and service on the Evansville Youth Center Advisory Board.  Lisa served five years on the Board, and was instrumental in the successful transition from YMCA program management to local management of programming.  Thanks, Lisa!

Gil Skinner is retiring from the Board of the Evansville Housing Authority after 30 years of service, including 20 years as Board Chair.  Thank you for your dedication and effort, Gil!
