Mayor’s Column for April 15, 2009 Review

Last Saturday morning Senator Russ Feingold held his Rock County listening session at
Eager Free Public Library in Evansville. More than 50 individuals crowded the Library
community room for a town hall-style meeting, with citizens from Evansville, Beloit,
Janesville, Madison, and a gentleman from Walworth County. Several of the speakers
thanked Senator Feingold for his integrity and fortitude. A variety of issues were
discussed, including defense funding, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, AIDS medical
funding in Africa, global warming and cap and trade legislation for carbon emissions,
gun control, investigation of possible illegal activities by the former administration,
government relations with Colombia and Mexico, U.S. involvement in Israeli-Palestinian
relations, and appropriate oversight of bailout and stimulus monies.

The most frequent concern identified by speakers was health care system accessibility in
our country. Well over a half-dozen attendees commented on the prohibitive cost of care
with its result of a fast-growing uninsured population. I was struck, as was City
Administrator Dan Wietecha, by the lack of direct citizen comment on surging
unemployment. The overriding concerns of citizens are on the physical well-being of
their families. Senator Feingold heard on Saturday that his constituents want action on
the “broken” health care system.

Evansville resident Jim Brooks spoke about rural transportation needs in our region. He
pointed out that current bus transportation funding requirements are counter-productive to
the needs of rural citizens. Senator Feingold questioned Jim’s assessment that passenger
rail service is unlikely through Evansville. Also, a retired Janesville police officer who
volunteers for United Way First Call related his concern about the lack of transportation
to get unemployed/disabled residents to the services they need.

During the meeting, Linda, a middle-aged woman from Madison, stated that she felt she
was in a time-warp, a throwback to 200 years ago. Linda spoke with me after the session.
She had not previously attended a listening session. She told me that for an hour she felt
her government was working right. She indicated that she would be attending future
listening sessions.

Early last week I was contacted by the Senator’s staff asking if I would like to meet with
the Senator prior to the listening session. I was pleased to do so. I did not ask Senator
Feingold for anything. Instead, I decided it was important to make him understand how
small communities are impacted by current circumstances and told him how Evansville is
dealing with the present economic environment. I described how the housing collapse
had decimated a thriving local construction industry in our community. I explained our
efforts at revitalizing Main Street and the struggles of small town businesses because of
the difficult economy. I related that I had just learned of three families leaving
Evansville to other states for job transfers. He questioned me closely when I expressed
the deep concern of social service agencies that an explosion of human service needs
would begin mid-summer when the first wave of unemployed workers exhausted their
unemployment benefits. Itold him about the Common Council’s decision to utilize zero-



based budgeting in response to the deteriorating economy, with the only adjustment made
following the November referendum results on the dredging of Lake Leota. Senator
Feingold expressed surprise at our strong referendum results during tough economic
times, mentioning recent negative school referendum results in Middleton even though
the education needs were compelling.

Senator Feingold told me he knows Evansville well. Dr. Sorkin was the Feingold family
physician when he was a child. The Sorkin children were his childhood friends and he
spent time in Evansville visiting them. Growing up in Janesville, he is sensitive to the
current situation in all of the communities of Rock County.

I will be corresponding with Senator Feingold to thank him for his Evansville visit. I will
ask him to consider strengthening transportation initiatives to increase access to
employment opportunities and services for citizens outside of urban settings. This is an
issue that has been worked on locally for several years, beginning in Janis Ringhand’s
administration. We will continue to advocate for increased transportation services for our
citizens; it is important.

Community Notes

Last Wednesday City Hall received a listing of the Clean Water Fund project rankings
from the Wisconsin DNR. Our waste water treatment plant upgrade is well within the top
15% of reviewed projects. The fact that our project will begin by early summer further
strengthens our position. Wisconsin has received an additional $106 million in Clean
Water Funds as part of the federal stimulus program. At least one-half of this money
must be awarded as grants, rather than 0% loans. At least $21 million (20%) of the added
Clean Water Funds must be used for “green projects”. Our project design includes
energy efficient and renewable components. We remain cautiously optimistic that
Evansville’s plant expansion will be selected by the DNR as a stimulus project.

The federal stimulus program has also put funds into an expansion of the COPS

Grant program. The expanded program will cover 100% of salary and benefits of an
entry level police officer for three years, with community commitment to take over all
employment costs in the fourth and subsequent years. Estimated eligible costs of a new
Evansville police officer for three years are $215,000. The Common Council held a
special meeting last Thursday evening to consider submission of an application for the
COPS Hiring Recovery Program. Council approval followed discussion on current
community policing needs and projections of future needs. The Grant application was
submitted last Friday.

Wisconsin has received stimulus funds for additional transportation projects. The City
has submitted repaving of County Trunk C from First Street to Fifth Street to DOT as a
possible stimulus project.

Litewire Internet Services, an Evansville business, is anticipating making application for
stimulus funds to expand broadband service to rural customers in our area. The federal



stimulus package includes $7.2 billion in monies to increase broadband coverage in rural
areas across our country. The Wisconsin Public Service Commission is conducting a
survey to determine the locations of deficient or no broadband service in rural areas of
our state. Gathered information will be used to determine appropriate distribution of state
funds for broadband expansion. The survey can be found at http://psc.wi.gov. I am
aware of internet service difficulties within certain areas of Evansville. If you are located
in an area with limited or no broadband access in the City or in surrounding towns, please
consider completing this survey in the next few weeks. Stimulus funding decision
timelines are shifting frequently, so timely completion of the survey will assure that your
information is included in the survey results.

Landmark Cooperative Services is monitoring stimulus package funds for possible
transportation, agriculture or energy programs that can be used for “crush” in Evansville.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture-Rural Development has received additional funds
for their public facilities program. The Friends of the Evansville Community/Senior
Center are preparing an application for funding assistance.

The Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence has received stimulus funding for the
Energy Efficiency Block Grant Program. Community applications must be submitted by
June 25. Evansville will be considering possible efficiency projects, e.g. installation of
high-efficiency variable speed pumps to replace decades-old pumps in our lift stations.
Funding is also available through an alternative energy vehicle pilot program. We are
looking at City-owned vehicles to determine upcoming planned purchases and
possibilities for alternative energy-fueled equipment.

We continue to monitor federal and state stimulus information for programs that mesh
with our community needs. The Common Council has indicated it will consider applying
for funds when there is an identified community need.

The City has received the new pool drain covers that are compliant with new regulations.
They are expected to be installed later this week.

The television series “Discover Wisconsin” will feature Rock County on one of its
programs. Footage of Evansville will be included. Tentative dates for airing are
Saturday, May 16, at 10:00 a.m. on FSN, as well as Saturday, May 16, and Sunday, May
17, at 6:30 p.m. on Channel 27.

The City yard on Water Street opens for the season this week. The hours are on
Wednesdays from 5:00-7:00 p.m. and Saturdays, 9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

The Stoughton Chapter of the Wisconsin Alliance of Retired Americans will sponsor a
“we’re looking for work” town hall meeting on Friday, April 17 beginning at 5:00 p.m.
The free event will be held at River Bluff Middle School in Stoughton. The event is for
families and includes dinner, activities for children and resources for health insurance,


http://psc.wi.gov/

job hunting and stretching your dollars. Individuals in Evansville, Brooklyn, Edgerton,
McFarland, Oregon and Stoughton are welcome. Call 608-873-2612 to register.

The Seventh Annual Evansville Energy Fair will be held on Friday, April 24, from 4:30-
8:00 p.m. at the Fieldhouse, 320 Fair Street. New activities this year are an energy show
and slime booth from Milwaukee’s Discovery World, a School Forest treasure hunt, and
a solar-powered car wash. The event is fun, free, and open to all.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

Our community thanks VFW Post 6905 for providing financial assistance to help with
travel expenses for Jake Jane’s family while they are in Bethesda, Maryland. VFW
members spoke with me last week about the many needs Jake will have over the coming
months and years. There will be opportunities for all of us to assist and give our support
and show Jake our respect and gratitude for his service to our country. A fund has been
established for Jake at the M&I Bank in Evansville. Please keep Jake and the
Schumacher and Janes families in your thoughts and prayers.

Evansville congratulates Jenny Cottam on the opening of Deja Vu, a cozy Main Street
consignment shop. Please stop in and welcome Jenny to our business community. Be
sure to browse in her shop. I am a devoted user of Penzeys Spices and I found two
Penzeys Spice cooking magazines filled with tempting recipes.

The City of Evansville thanks Gil Skinner for twenty-four years of dedicated service on
the Plan Commission. Gil completed eight three-year terms, beginning in 1985. He
served with six mayors: Jones, Eager, Miller, Di Salvio, Ringhand, and Decker. He is to
be commended for his commitment to improving our community.



