Mayor’s Column for April 13, 2011 Review

This Friday, April 15, 2011, is the ninth annual Evansville Energy Fair, 4:30 to 8:00 p.m.
at the Grove Campus Fieldhouse, 320 Fair Street. Butch Beedle of the Evansville School
District, Jim Brooks of Evansville Community Partnership, and the dedicated members of
the Energy Fair Committee have planned another terrific evening with many fresh
activities and exhibits. There will be Chevy Volts on display; Segway of Wisconsin will
be an exhibitor; the Dancing Mad Scientist will entertain us; tours of the new municipal
waste water treatment plant and wind turbine are scheduled; and the Evansville Farmer’s
Market will be showcased.

The City of Evansville has been selected as a Bird City Wisconsin Community and
Project Coordinator Dale Schwartz will present our award at the Energy Fair. The
notification letter announcing our selection referenced a comment by one of the review
committee members by stating: “One reviewer was particularly impressed by the
uniqueness of the Earth Day Energy Fair and said: ‘the most effective thing we can do to
assure the long-term health of bird populations is to prevent climate change and this
addresses that issue admirably.””

I was in the City of Columbus for a conference last Saturday and learned that Columbus
Mayor Bob Link and Economic Development Director Steve Sobiek will be attending the
Fair and touring our waste water treatment facility and turbine. Columbus held its first
energy fair last fall and is looking for ideas for its next fair.

A few years ago I compiled a list of past and current green initiatives and activities in
Evansville; it was last updated more than a year ago. Here is an up-to-date community
inventory, to the best of my knowledge. It is truly impressive and shows why Evansville
is seen as a state energy leader.

Past and Current Energy Conservation, Efficiency, & Green Initiatives
in Evansville--Updated 4/13/11

1. Ninth annual energy fair, April 15, 2011.
2. Local teacher participation in KEEP (K-12 Energy Education Program) courses.

3. Classroom energy/conservation projects. Examples are students making
biodiesel fuel and physics class energy conservation project to reduce the High
School building energy consumption by 5%. Photovoltaic window installation
in middle school to demonstrate solar power. Student study trips to experience
rain forests in Panama.

4. Development of Wind Prairie Park as a prairie conservation area containing
native plant species and trees. Nesting boxes, walking paths, and benches added
for enjoyment.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Establishment of Grove Community School Forest Trail, an educational and
environmentally friendly community/school forest project. More than 2000
native trees and shrubs have been planted and are maintained. Application has
been made for grant funding to install educational stations and signage along the
trail.

A nature center, located near a school greenhouse, will open in 2011 as a space
for hands-on environmental science studies.

Annual National Theatre for Children energy presentations to school classes.

Construction of energy-efficient houses by high school trades class with
community and business support.

A high mileage vehicle after school club designs and races vehicles pushing fuel
efficiency.

Evansville Lego Lords, an after-school robotics club, researched and prepared
presentations on climate connections and transportation, making presentations to
the Evansville Economic Development Committee, Common Council, Plan
Commission, and Lions Club.

Tree City designation for ten years (reduction of carbon dioxide emissions).

2007 Soybean Celebration/Festival. Installation of “Soybean” historical exhibit
in 20009.

Fourth annual Harvest Windmill Festival in 2011, with focus on “buy local,”
recycling, and Evansville’s history of windmill innovation.

Community and City support for potential North Prairie Productions biodiesel
project and soybean crushing plant, suspended because of economy.

Community committee, the Evansville Energy Initiative, dedicated to alternative
energy education and projects. The Evansville Energy Independence Team
continues to support energy independence.

Collection of wind data at high school (Bree-z).

Demonstration alternative energy projects such as solar heating of greenhouse
and wind power aeration of retention pond.

Solar panels for community swimming pool.

Geothermal heating/cooling system at high school.
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26.
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

High school cooperative student intern determined energy conservation
measures and related cost savings at Eager Free Public Library.

Increased energy efficiency of City Hall during recent renovation with
insulation, new furnace and lighting improvements.

Purchase of neighborhood electric vehicle for Water and Light Department.
City sidewalk and bike trails plans to improve alternative transportation options.
Investigation into establishment of a vanpool cooperative by a local resident.
Participation of 138 Water and Light residential customers and 19 local
businesses in renewable energy purchase program, buying blocks of green
energy. This clean energy annually prevents the generation of 2,150,000 pounds
of carbon dioxide.

Use of biofuels in school buses.

Re-use of historic brick pavers and old Main Street streetlights.

Solar and lighting projects for Public Works garage.

Incorporation of renewable energy and energy efficiency in City Wastewater
Treatment Plant upgrade, including geothermal heating and 100kW wind
turbine.

Increased use of Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs (CFLs) in City buildings.
Distribution of free LED night lights at Energy Fair and Senior Health Fair.
Distribution of free CFLs at City Hall, Senior Health Fair, and Energy Fair
(Water and Light Garage and Dave’s Ace Hardware are recycling drop-off
points for used CFLs).

City Council passage of Resolution 2007-50, implementing community-wide
energy conservation program with goal of 10% usage reduction and committing
City departments to “lead by example”.

City Council passage of Resolution 2008-08, adopting state renewable energy
goals, to make application to become a Wisconsin Energy Independent
Community with a commitment of at least a level three program.

Selection as 2009 Pilot Energy Independent Community and receipt of

Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence planning grant to undertake audit of
municipal facilities and vehicles and draft community energy independence plan.
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Mayoral participation in programs at MREA Energy Fair in Custer, Wisconsin.

City representation on Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence Legislative
Committee and WPPI Energy Community Relations Advisory Group.

Mayoral attendance at annual APPA Legislative Rallies in Washington, D.C. to
advance public power energy interests at federal level.

City participation in Rock County and Madison Metro exploration of commuter
transit.

Interested citizens explored establishment of local food cooperative.

Establishment of Evansville Farmer’s Market, with focus on buy fresh, buy
local.

Purchase of local produce by School District.

New LED lights for AWARE Love Lights Tree at City Hall, using just a fraction
of electricity of prior years.

Energy conservation reference materials obtained for Eager Free Public Library.

Chamber of Commerce-sponsored information session on commercial energy
efficiency incentives and programs.

Evansville EMS aluminum can recycling project.

Upgrading to high-efficiency lighting by community organizations, e.g. St.
John’s Lutheran Church and Evansville School District.

Purchase of soy oil-filled (biodegradable) transformer by Evansville Water and
Light.

Evansville Water and Light selling new, energy-efficient LED exit signs to
customers at City Hall.

Evansville Water and Light offers customer incentives, such as tune-up of air
conditioning systems.

Installation of 250 highly-efficient LED street lights in residential
neighborhoods.
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65.

Unanimous endorsement by Common Council and February 2009 signature by
Evansville Mayor of Climate Protection Agreement of the U.S. Conference of
Mayors.

Local builder specializes in construction of Energy Star homes. Local company
produces prairie pellets, a biofuel. Local business specializes in rain gardens.

Main Street Windmills on Parade art exhibit and auction.

Purchase of flex-fuel police squads and snow plow trucks.

Mayoral presentation on community energy fair at APPA Customer Connections
Conference in Colorado. Mayor presentation on Evansville green initiatives at
the Solar Decade Conference in Milwaukee.

Installation of vintage Baker windmill at entrance to Leonard-Lake Leota Park.
Police department digitization of records, reducing paper use.

Lions Club recycling of eyeglasses, hearing aids, and cell phones.

Removal of soda machine from lobby of City Hall to reduce energy use.

In 2011, begin use of Energy Star Portfolio Manager to track energy efficiency,
conservation and renewable energy initiatives.

Active historic preservation activities in community, commercial and residential.
Preservation reduces waste in landfills and energy required for manufacture of

new building materials.

Eagle Scout projects enhancing Wind Prairie Park, Leonard-Leota Park, and
Grove Community School Forest Trail.

Planned purchase of highly-efficient variable frequency drive municipal well
pumps.

Evansville selection as 2011 Bird City Wisconsin Community.

I thank all of you for being participants in these initiatives and activities. Our
commitment to protecting our environment for future generations is exceptionally strong.
We are known state-wide for our efforts. See you on Friday.

Community Announcements




Information about the new date for the adjourned public hearing on the amendment to the
Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan will be published in the Review next week. We are
currently coordinating availability of the Commission members and school facilities.

The Drug Drop Box is now installed and in use at the Police Station. Outdated and
unused pharmaceutical drugs, prescription and over the counter, can be placed in the box

for proper disposal. This will protect our children, as well as our environment.

Eager Free Public Library will show the film “Green Fyre, Aldo Leopold and a Land
Ethic for Our Time” on Thursday, April 14, at 6:00 p.m.

The Spring Downtown Art Crawl will be held this Friday evening, April 15, from 4 to 9
p.m. Meet several of the artists with works on display.

The Evansville Knights of Columbus will host the annual Easter Egg Hunt this Saturday,
April 16, from 10:00 a.m. to noon at Countryside Park on Water Street.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

Congratulations to Dave Mosher of Dave Mosher and Associates for receiving the 2010
Richard B. Schmied Leadership Award from the Green County Development
Corporation. Dave was recognized for his work with Big Brothers/Big Sisters, the New
Glarus Chamber of Commerce, and many other activities. Dave and his wife recently
made a long-term investment in Evansville by purchasing and restoring two Main Street
storefronts.

Congratulations to the Evansville Grove Society for being highlighted in “Columns,” the
newsletter of the Wisconsin Historical Society. The page-long article featured the
restoration of the Baker Office Building to become Evansville’s local history museum
and visitor center. The column also included details of the Rally Round the Flag Civil
War Commemoration planned in Evansville from May 20-22.

Our community thanks the school district, businesses, organizations, and citizens that
supported the Week of the Young Child evening.



