Mayor’s Article for the April 1, 2009 Review

Last Thursday I attended the first of four joint meetings of the ten pilot Wisconsin Energy
Independent Communities receiving 25 x 25 planning grants. 25 x 25 is shorthand for
Governor Doyle’s goal of generating 25% of electricity and transportation fuels from
renewable resources by 2025. The communities receiving grants are Evansville
Oconomowoc, Columbus, Brown County, Marshfield, Spring Green,
Platteville/Lancaster, Osceola, Fairfield, and Chequamegon Bay (a joint project of eight
area cities, towns, counties, and tribes). Evansville, Oconomowoc, and Columbus are
WPPI Energy member/owners.

The meeting was held at the Midwest Express Center in Milwaukee in conjunction with
the Wisconsin Technical College System Renewable Energy Summit. The morning
began with an opening plenary session. Speakers from Johnson Controls, the Cities of
Waukesha, Madison, and Milwaukee, and Dane County discussed sustainability projects
and efforts. Milwaukee and Madison have been selected by the U.S. Department of
Energy as two of 25 Solar Cities in the country. Both Cities have special solar thermal
projects for their fire stations. In a Madison example of energy conservation, by
networking print services in offices, the City was able to remove over 200 desktop
printers. In the networked printers, duplex is set as the default mode.

Water conservation is a prominent issue in Waukesha. The City enacted a sprinkling
ordinance to identify when lawn sprinkling can occur. Waukesha held a “Toilet Fair” in
a public parking lot, displaying examples of water-efficient fixtures manufactured by
Kohler and other companies, and offering rebates on toilet purchases.

The representative from Johnson Controls observed that 40% of all energy usage occurs
within buildings and that there are lots of “low hanging fruit” to improve energy
efficiency. He also discussed recycling of millions of old cell phones to reclaim energy-
costly metals (old cell phones, televisions, and computers are being collected at the
Evansville Energy Fair later this month).

The second session of the morning for the grantees involved presenting ten 25 x 25
priorities identified by the communities’ working committees. Evansville Energy
Independence Team members identified these ten project possibilities as part of a larger
list:
1. 2009 waste water treatment plant upgrade.
2. Street light upgrades to LED lights.
3. Improvement to public works building (solar or wind renewable energy, hot air
collectors).
4. 2009 upgrade of south loop line from single phase to three phase line.
5. New vehicle purchases (exploring possible purchase of hybrid “sky-lift” off road
bucket/digger/derrick unit and hybrid bucket truck).
6. 2009 renewable energy possibilities in remodel of old fire station for relocation
of police department.
7. Construction of West Side Park shelter/bathroom.



8. Upgrade to variable speed pumps at lift stations.

9. City Hall tuck pointing and other energy reduction measures.

10. Planting/landscaping in City parks and other City areas to reduce mowing and
decrease run off.

Many of the lists of the other communities identified similar types of projects. For
example, Columbus is investigating flex-fuel police squads. Oconomowoc is considering
an energy-efficient LED lighting upgrade to the City Library. Most communities are
looking at LED street lights and traffic lights.

A lunch time Summit session included presentations on technical school “green training”
offerings. Madison Area Technical College offers a 12 credit, 6 credits on-line and 6
credits hands-on, Renewable Energy Certificate. Mid-State Technical College in
Wisconsin Rapids offers biorefinery technology, renewable energy technician, and
renewable thermal energy technician programs, with estimated salary ranges from the
mid $30,000s to mid $40,000s for trained technicians.

The afternoon roundtable discussion of the grantee communities was very valuable.
Questions about energy data collection, clarification of project parameters, and specific
problems and issues of the grant process were addressed. Sean Weitner of the Energy
Center of Wisconsin explained details of the baseline template he developed. To date,
one community has completed its data entry into the template. Evansville is nearing
completion of the data collection and entry. Sean Weitner plans to attend the April
meeting of the Evansville Energy Independence Team at City Hall.

Presentation of various federal and state resources available for energy independence
concluded the day-long meeting. Wisconsin Office of Recovery and Reinvestment,
Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence, Wisconsin Department of Commerce,
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and Focus on Energy representatives
outlined funding programs and provided the most current information on Federal
Stimulus and Bank Bailout funds. The day of the meeting, the Federal government
announced an allocation of $37 million for local energy efficiency improvement in
Wisconsin through the Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant program. Larger
communities and counties will receive direct allocations. Janesville will receive
$618,500, Madison’s amount will be $2,384,600, and Milwaukee’s allotment is
$5,839,100. $11,743,000 will be given to the Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence
and 60% of these monies must go to local governments as formula grants. The
applications by local governments for shovel-ready projects must be in by June 25.
Wisconsin has also received about $50 million in bank bailout money for 0% interest
loans. Clarification is being sought as to whether use of the bailout funds is subject to the
Wisconsin Expenditure Restraint program.

The DNR has received $106 million in additional clean water funds, at least half of which
must be awarded as grants. 20% of projects must be “green”. The DNR is currently
determining what percentage of funds will be grants and which projects qualify. They
plan to release preliminary “scores” for projects in the next week or two. We are hopeful



that our waste water treatment plant upgrade will be included in the eligible project list.
Mayor Nelson of Waukesha accurately voiced the frustrations of all the community
leaders in the room when he stated that he didn’t want to miss an opportunity for his city,
but the volume and constant new flow of information on stimulus monies was extremely
difficult to follow.

This week I will be attending a meeting at WPPI Energy in Sun Prairie where various
stimulus fund opportunities for WPPI Energy communities will be discussed and
analyzed. Evansville is continuing to monitor funding programs that may fit our
identified needs.

Energy Saving Tip

Spring vehicle tune-ups will ensure that engine efficiency is maximized. Proper tire
inflation can also improve gas mileage.

Community Announcements

The Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce and Knights of Columbus
will be held at Countryside Park this Saturday, April 4. Festivities will begin at 10:00
a.m.

The spring election will be held on April 7 at the Senior Center, 320 Fair Street. Poll
hours are 7:00 a.m. to 8 p.m. Town of Union residents vote at Eager Free Public Library.
Please mark your calendar and exercise your right to vote.

The Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club will meet on Wednesday, April 8, at 6:30 p.m. in
the Eager Economy Building. Dave Warren of Dave’s Ace Hardware will speak on the
importance of customer service.

The seventh annual Evansville Energy Fair will occur on Arbor Day, Friday, April 24,
from 4:30-8:00 p.m. It will be held at the Grove Campus and Fieldhouse on Fair Street.
New this year is a presentation by Milwaukee’s Discovery World, a Buy Local Farmer’s
Market, and a School Forest Treasure Hunt. Don’t forget to recycle your electronics—
computers, televisions and cell phones.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

On March 19 the Rock County Comprehensive Plan Advisory Group held their last
working meeting and approved the draft County Plan. Having attended several of their
meetings and observing their preparation and hard work, I thanked the group for their
substantial efforts. Evansville especially thanks resident Michael Pierick for his service
on this committee. Michael was a valuable member and provided the perspectives of
UW-Rock County, Evansville School District and City of Evansville. An open house for
County residents to make comment on the draft plan is tentatively scheduled for the



evening of April 30 at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville. The entire draft plan is
posted on the Rock County website.

The City thanks the Bank of Evansville for providing meeting space for continuing work
on implementation of the City Economic Development Plan adopted last summer.

Evansville congratulates Mary Beaver and Tom Alisankus for their recognition by the
Janesville Gazette as individuals who make significant community contributions.



