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Evansville Water & Light Utility
Receives National Recognition

Congratulations to Evansville Water & Light! Your hometown utility has earned Reliable
Public Power Provider (RP3) designation. Evansville Water & Light is one of 184 of the
2000+ public power utilities in the United States designated for providing consumers
with the highest degree of reliable and safe electric service. RP3 is a program of the
American Public Power Association (APPA). The APPA recognition program is starting
its ninth year.

APPA review panel members evaluate submitted applications for RP3 designation in four
areas: reliability, safety, workforce development, and system improvement. Criteria
within each area are scored for achievement of industry best practices. The application
and evaluation are extensive and thorough. Our utility received 25 points of 25 possible
points in the system improvement category, which reviewed energy conservation and
energy efficiency outreach and implementation, as well as long-term distribution projects
and operational improvements planning. Reliability feedback from the review panel
suggested improvements, recommending use and benchmarking of reliability indices.

Selected utilities receive the RP3 designation for a two year period. The Evansville
designation is valid from May 1, 2013, to April 30, 2015. RP3 utilities must submit a
new application and undergo the review process again to receive a new designation
period. APPA encourages using the RP3 criteria and evaluation to develop goals for
future utility operations. A primary purpose of the recognition program is for utilities to
improve scores going forward as additional industry best practices are implemented.

Our utility was established in 1901 to bring reliable power and water to our citizens.
Prior to 1901, electricity in our community was provided by Baker Manufacturing. Like
Evansville, many rural communities across Wisconsin considered formation of public
power utilities to accomplish reliable electrification. Today, there are 82 municipal
electric utilities in Wisconsin.

Evansville Water & Light continues to provide value to our city. Local control is an
important asset. One needs only to consider the lengthy power disruptions that have
occurred recently in the eastern U.S. due to severe weather. Our utility works for you.

A locally-owned power utility provides local jobs. It is also a valuable local economic
development tool. Over the long-term, not-for-profit public power utilities provide lower
rates for its customers. It lowers taxes to residents with utility payments-in-lieu of taxes
(in 2011, Evansville Water & Light Utility transferred $406,892 to the general fund.)

In addition to providing resident value, the Evansville Common Council is committed to
top-notch citizen service. The use of industry best practices supports quality service in



our community and the Council enthusiastically supported our utility in its RP3
application process.

Utility Superintendent Mark Sendelbach received official recognition at the APPA
Engineering and Operations Technical Conference held this week in Kissimee, Florida.
Mark received a full travel and conference scholarship to Florida from WPPI Energy.

City staff dedicated to Evansville Water & Light Utility operations are: Utility
Superintendent Mark Sendelbach; Line Foreman Todd Sperry; Linemen Randy
Rasmussen, Mike Doubleday, and Eric Jorgensen; Meter Reader David Olson, Seasonal
Meter Reader Amy Templeton, Accounting Technician Donna Hammett, Water Plant
Operator Karl Rasmussen, and Water Operator Pat Hartin. Past employees that
contributed to utility operations in recent years are: retired Utility Superintendent Scott
George; prior Line Foreman John Rasmussen; former Lineman Russ Hall; and retired
Account Technician Jan Krueger.

Brent McKinney, Chair of APPA’s RP3 Review Panel, stated: “RP3 utilities are shining
examples of reliable and forward-thinking public power utilities. The designees should
be extremely proud of this accomplishment and what it means for their communities.”

Thank you for your efforts, Evansville Water & Light!

Community Announcements

The spring election is Tuesday, April 2. Polling hours are 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Evansville residents vote at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street. Residents of the Town of
Union vote at the Fire Station, 425 Water Street.

Russell Horton, Reference and Outreach Specialist for the Wisconsin Veterans Museum
will speak on Thursday, April 4, at 6:00 p.m. at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main
Street. He will present “Finding Those Who Served: Genealogy Resources at the
Wisconsin Veterans Museum.”

There will be an open house in the Common Council Chambers at City Hall from 4 to 6
p.m. on Monday, April 8. Members of the Park and Recreation Board and city
representatives encourage citizens to stop in to make suggestions and provide input for
enhancements and improvements as updating the five-year Park and Recreation Plan is
undertaken. A brief park & recreation survey can be found on the city website at
www.ci.evansville.wi.gov. Paper copies of the survey are available at City Hall and
Eager Free Public Library.

Community Thanks

Evansville thanks the Knights of Columbus for organizing the Easter Egg Hunt at
Countryside Park for the youth in our community.


http://www.ci.evansville.wi.gov/




