Mayor’s Column for the March 20, 2013 Edition of the Evansville Review

Happy Spring! This year Mother Nature seems to be testing our patience. However, last
week I saw daffodils, crocuses, fat buds on cherry trees, and planters filled with pansies
in Washington, D.C. Spring blooms and breezes are on their way.

As we think about warmer weather, I ask that Evansville citizens participate in two
activities of importance to our community. Your active engagement will assist the city in
enhancing our local quality of life.

First, please take a few minutes to complete a short city survey indicating your ideas and
priorities for Evansville parks and recreational activities. The survey can be found on the
city website at www.ci.evansville.wi.gov. Paper copies of the survey are also available at
City Hall and Eager Free Public Library. The city is updating our five-year park and
recreation plan, last revised in 2007. We are requesting your input; your interests will
guide the completion of the updated plan.

If you would rather talk about local recreation in person, there will be an open house in
the Common Council Chambers at City Hall on April 8 from 4 to 6 p.m. Share your
ideas with members of the Evansville Park and Recreation Board in attendance.

As limited dollars have been available for parks in recent lean city budgets, collaborative
efforts, available grant monies, and city funds may be aggregated to accomplish
enhancements. A good current example is the disc golf course project championed by
local individuals. Final approvals required for the course have been received. Public-
private monies and effort will result in a completed course this year.

Some of the local park improvements undertaken since 2006 include: bathrooms at
Countryside Park; current bathroom construction at West Side Park; dredging of Lake
Leota; restoration work on the dry stone walls along Allen Creek; benches installed at
Wind Prairie Park; batting cage at Leota Park; playground equipment at Countryside
Park, Franklin Park, and West Side Park; additional solar heating for the swimming pool;
soccer fields development and paved parking lot at West Side Park; completion of the
Baker Office Building; and relocation of the Antes Cabin.

My second request is for you to reserve the evening of April 29 and attend the public
information meeting the National Park Service has scheduled at Creekside Place, 102
Maple Street, to present refined options for location of the Ice Age Trail through our area
of Rock County. One of the remaining trail options includes Evansville. The hours of
the open house are 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., with presentations about the planning process for
the Ice Age Trail in Rock County and the history of Evansville beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Citizen interest, input, and involvement are components in determination of trail
placement. Strong local turnout for the meeting is important. Locating the trail in


http://www.ci.evansville.wi.gov/

Evansville will be a wonderful recreational resource for our community. It will also
bring visitors to our city. Please make an effort to show your support!
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A delegation of 64 Wisconsin representatives traveled to Washington, D.C. for the
American Public Power Association (APPA) Legislative Rally last week. We discussed
three priorities with our Wisconsin senators and representatives. These issues all have
substantial financial impacts for our utilities and communities.

We emphasized that capping or repealing tax exempt financing of municipal bonds will
have negative impacts on local government infrastructure expenditures. The APPA
estimates that tax exempt financing saves municipalities 25% of the borrowing costs over
the life of a bond issue. Higher borrowing costs associated with limits to or repeal of the
exemption will reduce the number and/or scope of needed infrastructure projects and
associated jobs.

New federal cyber security legislation is likely to deal with threats to infrastructure.
Because the electric industry already has mandatory federal security requirements, we
asked that any new cyber security legislation be crafted to avoid standards that are
incompatible with already implemented electric utility efforts and prevent duplicative
reporting requirements.

Implementation of the Dodd-Frank Act has inconsistencies in the rules relating to
hedging of commercial operations-related risks. Utilities routinely use hedge
transactions for fuel purchases. Under Dodd-Frank, there are two separate thresholds for
determining whether a provider must register as a “swap dealer.” For municipal utilities
transactions the threshold is $25 million, while for investor-owned utilities and
cooperatives the threshold is $3 billion in transactions. The additional compliance
requirements and costs and risks of being a “swap dealer” are causing market participants
to avoid hedging transactions with municipal utilities, resulting in higher costs for utility
customers. We asked our legislators to ensure equality and consistency in
implementation of hedging transaction rules for all utilities by instituting one threshold
for transactions.

It is a critical time for voicing likely local government impacts from various federal and
state budget proposals. Wisconsin communities have many infrastructure and operational
needs, with scarce tax dollars for funding. Other levels of government must be made
fully aware of all consequences of their budgetary and legislative decisions. The best
result is to find an appropriate balance in decision-making among all government levels.
Getting there will be the challenge.

Community Announcements

Formecology owner John Gishnock III will present “Designing Attractive Native
Gardens for Home & Business” on March 21 at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.



The annual Easter Egg Hunt, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, will be held
Saturday, March 23, at Countryside Park on Water Street. Pictures with the Easter
Bunny are scheduled at 10:00 a.m. and the Egg Hunt will be at 11:00 a.m.

David McKay, Senior Lecturer in History and Performing Arts Coordinator at UW-Rock
County, will present “Lincoln, Slavery and the Jeffersonian Dilemma” on March 25 at
5:00 p.m. at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street.

2013 dog licenses must be obtained by March 31 or a late fee of $5.00 will be added.

The Common Council recently amended winter parking regulations. Winter alternate
side parking for this season will end on April 1.

Community Thanks

There have been several fundraising events and activities for local organizations in recent
weeks, such as the Evansville Fund, Evansville Community Partnership, Future Farmers
of America, Blue Devil Gridiron Club, Lions Club, Evansville Home Talent Baseball,
and Evansville Youth Center. I thank Evansville citizens and businesses for your
generous support of the groups and organizations that contribute to making our
community a special place.



