Mayor’s Column for March 10, 2010 Evansville Review

Local involvement in state and federal legislative activities is critical in this challenging
economy. Most federal and state legislation have impacts at the local level and often
affect local budgets.

In late January, Alderman Tom Cothard and I attended the Wisconsin Municipal Utilities
Legislative Day. We heard updates from Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Secretary Matt Frank and Public Service Commission Eric Callisto on the proposed
Clean Energy Jobs Act. Wisconsin currently generates 66% of its electricity from coal
(U.S. electric generation from coal is 48.5%), putting us at risk for substantial cost
increases under future carbon cap-and-trade legislation. Reducing our state’s reliance on
coal through energy efficiency, energy conservation and renewable sources of energy will
reduce our risk, while reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Energy efficiency and
conservation activities will also reduce the state energy load, delaying the need for new
power generation.

We learned of upcoming legislation on water use and conservation that is expected to
have a significant impact on public water systems and their customers. Some areas that
need to be addressed in any proposed legislation are: 1) municipal water suppliers need
fair representation on any committees formed to develop groundwater management plans;
2) water conservation should be a goal for all water users, rural wells as well as
municipal and high capacity wells; and 3) public investment in existing wells must be
protected.

Alderman Cothard and I met with Senator Jon Erpenbach and Representative Brett Davis
in their offices. We discussed three pieces of legislation. First, we asked for support of
legislation expanding municipal authority to allow the operation of neighborhood electric
vehicles on state and county as well as municipal roads within a municipality that have a
speed limit of 35 miles per hour or less. We also voiced our opposition to a bill that
eliminates the ability of a municipality to place a tenant’s unpaid municipal utility bill on
the landlord’s property tax bill at year end under certain conditions. The current
collection procedure protects utility customers from the higher rates that would occur
because of uncollected bills. Finally, we pointed out benefits of the proposed Clean
Energy Jobs Act.

In late February I attended the American Public Power Association Legislative Rally in
Washington, D. C. as part of a delegation of more than fifty people representing 25 public
power communities of the Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin and WPPI Energy.
The entire delegation met with Senators Russ Feingold and Herb Kohl. Each participant
met with their own representative--for Evansville it was Representative Tammy Baldwin.

We thanked Senator Kohl and Representative Baldwin for taking the lead on legislation
that would end the anti-trust exemption for railroads. Senator Feingold has also been a
strong supporter of this proposed legislation. Most of the coal used in Wisconsin is



shipped by rail and much of the state has only one railroad option. As a result, the
railroad shipping costs are often unreasonable. In some situations, the cost of shipping
exceeds the cost of the coal. Competitive pricing is important for power suppliers. This
legislation will also benefit the agribusiness economy of Wisconsin.

We discussed future development of the interstate transmission grid. Much of the current
renewable energy generation is occurring in the western U.S. while the large load centers
are in the south and eastern U.S. Wisconsin could be part of a “transmission highway”.
We asked that the cost of transmission infrastructure be fairly distributed among the end
users of the energy. Wisconsin should only pay its fair share of costs for new
transmission.

There is proposed legislation on cyber security for the nation’s electric grid. We asked
our legislators to consider legislation that is narrowly crafted and targeted so that the
regulations and costs are not overly burdensome to the smaller electric systems that have
no impact on the bulk power supply system. We asked that our legislators support a
national broadband plan that would allow public power utilities in smaller communities
to provide needed broadband services.

We stressed the importance of a carbon allocation system based on emissions in any cap
and trade legislation. This would alleviate cost penalties that could occur for states that
are currently heavily dependent on fossil fuels for electricity. WPPI Energy has
estimated that if cap and trade legislation was enacted based on auction of carbon credits
as opposed to an allocation system, the costs of electricity for WPPI Energy communities
could increase as much as 90%.

In this article I have focused on utility legislation. Alders Janis Ringhand and Tom
Cothard recently attended the League of Wisconsin Municipalities Legislative Rally to
discuss other potential state legislation. In April the Evansville Chamber of Commerce
will participate in a Rock County Economic Development Legislative Rally in Madison.
Our legislators must hear local views and needs. It is essential that local leaders stay
informed of state and federal activities that may have impacts on our community.

2010 Census

Most 2010 Census questionnaires will be delivered to residences between March 15 &
17,2010. The questionnaire includes just ten questions that should take only about ten
minutes to complete. Mail back your completed form between March 15, 2010 and April
15, 2010.

In the year 2000, the national census participation rate was 72%. The participation rate
for the State of Wisconsin was 81%. The City of Evansville participation rate was 84%.
I strongly encourage your participation again for this year’s census count.



The stakes for communities can be high. An accurate count of local population helps
ensure appropriate program funding allocations and can impact redrawing of legislative
district boundaries.

Environmental Update

Rock County will hold a prescription drug round-up on Saturday, April 17, 2010, from
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at three locations through out the County. The round-up is open
free of charge with no pre-registration to all households in Rock County (businesses
excluded). Bring in old pills, vet/pet drugs, and medical patches/creams in their original
containers. Sharps/needles, chemo/radioactive drugs, and non-Rx waste cannot be
accepted. The strictly confidential, drive-thru drop off will occur at the Janesville Water
Utility, 123 Delavan Drive; Beloit Department of Public Works, 2351 Springbrook
Court; and Edgerton City Garage, 315 West High Street. For more information, call the
Rock County Health Department at 757-5441.

Discover Wisconsin Update

The active promotion of Evansville as a Discover Wisconsin 2010 Choice Destination
will begin this weekend. New Evansville brochures will be distributed at the Discover
Wisconsin exhibit at the Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel Sports Show on March 10-14.

Community Announcements

Annual dog licenses can be obtained at the City Clerk’s office at City Hall during regular
business hours. All dogs over 5 months of age must be licensed at a fee of $8 for
spayed/neutered dogs and $15 for unaltered dogs. A certificate of rabies vaccination is
required. A late fee of $5 per license applies beginning on April 1.

Absentee ballots for the spring election will be available beginning March 16. The
deadline for making application to vote absentee by mail is 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April
1. Military electors should contact the City Clerk at (608) 882-2266 regarding the
deadlines for requesting or submitting an absentee ballot. The deadline for voting an
absentee ballot in the Clerk’s office is 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 5. All voted ballots
must be returned to the City Clerk so they can be delivered to the proper polling place or
counting location before the polls close on April 6. Any ballots received after the polls
close will not be counted.

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Evansville Chamber of Commerce and
Knights of Columbus is scheduled for Saturday, March 27, 2010. The event will be held
at Countryside Park on Water Street from 10:00 a.m. to noon for children in fourth grade
or younger. The Easter Bunny will be in attendance.

Community Congratulations/Thanks




Congratulations to Jenny Cottam, proprietor of Deja Vu, on the expansion of her business
at a new location on East Main Street.

Evansville welcomes John Stampfli, the new American Family agent in Evansville.

Evansville congratulates and thanks the Boy Scouts of America Troop 514 and its charter
organization, the Evansville Lions Club. Since 1919 there have been a remarkable 62
Eagle Scouts in Troop 514. Our community has enjoyed many of the Eagle Scout
projects.



