Mayor’s Column for the February 4, 2009 Review

I am a news “junkie”. If Katie Couric asked me what I read for information I would
reply that I receive the Wall Street Journal, Wisconsin State Journal, Janesville Gazette,
Newsweek magazine and the local Evansville Review at my home. Television news is
turned on shortly after I get up every morning. I regularly watch the nightly network
news, the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, Washington Week, Here and Now, This Week
with George Stephanopoulos and Meet the Press. I also frequently tune in to CNBC and
MSNBC.

It would be an understatement for me to say that recent news is extremely sobering. Our
country is suffering another blow to our sense of security. Our collective unease is
reminiscent of the days following 9/11. Globalization has rapidly caused the spread of
our pain.

The economic morass has had local impacts. The state budget is in dire straits. Janesville
has the highest unemployment rate in Wisconsin and some of the workers represented in
that number live in Evansville. There have been layoffs by Evansville businesses.
Retirees have watched their nest eggs shrink. Because of changed financial
circumstances, families are restructuring their ways of living.

I watched President Obama’s inaugural address and was moved by the silent, intent mass
of people absorbing his message. They were searching for inspiration and leadership. I
was particularly struck by two statements the President made during his address that
afternoon. The first was: “Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off,
and begin again the work of remaking America.” Later, he stated: “What is required of
us now is a new era of responsibility — a recognition, on the part of every American, that
we have duties to ourselves, our nation, and the world, duties that we do not grudgingly
accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to
the spirit, so defining of our character, than giving our all to a difficult task.”

The President’s call to action is not a foreign concept to Evansville citizens. We are used
to hard work and will continue and increase our many efforts to improve our community
and beyond. Our efforts and substantive efforts in communities across our state and the
United States will be necessary to untangle our economic mess.

I am proud of and grateful for the continuing vitality and spirit in Evansville. Thousands
and thousands of hours of volunteer time occur in our community each year. Scores of
our citizens provide daily leadership in their areas of strength. There are drivers for the
Primetimers van, reading volunteers in the school district, veterans that volunteer at the
VA Hospital, soccer and t-ball coaches, scout leaders, Care Closet workers, literacy
tutors, Meals on Wheels visitors and officers and boards of the many community
organizations like Lions Club, ECP and the Chamber of Commerce. The list is almost
endless.



I have full confidence in the Evansville Common Council and City staff. We work hard
to represent and serve you to the best of our abilities. We intend to keep our community
safe and secure. Evansville citizens are the stable foundation we build upon.

The State has contacted City Hall to provide a list of local capital projects that could be
ready quickly. The first project on our submitted list was the Wastewater Treatment
Plant upgrade which is scheduled to start in April of this year. The design of the upgrade
is currently being reviewed by Focus on Energy for additional possible efficiency
improvements and renewable energy components. A recent newspaper article outlining
likely stimulus funds available for Wisconsin included a substantial amount of money for
wastewater and sewer projects. We will continue to monitor the quickly changing
information on the proposed federal stimulus package.

Last month, Dan Wietecha and I attended an initial Rock County Economic Roundtable
at Blackhawk Technical College. Representatives from most County municipalities were
present. Current County economic information was provided and workforce
development efforts were explained. The Southwest Wisconsin Workforce Development
Board (SWWDB) is working with the University of Michigan Community Economic
Adjustment Program to address the growing demand for human services in our county. I
had previously spoken with Bob Borremans, Executive Director of SWWDB, about the
necessity of including all county communities and residents in any program efforts
because impacts are being felt county-wide.

Locally, work continues on implementation of the Evansville Economic Development
Plan. The fourth Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club meeting will be held next week.
Informational interviews of four distinct economic development concepts were held the
last two months and a meeting to “sift and winnow” the gathered information and ideas
will occur later this month.

This week I will be attending a workshop on the economic importance of Rock County
agriculture and the Wisconsin Working Lands Initiative. Some of the workshop sponsors
are the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, the Ag
Business Council of Rock County, Rock County UW Extension and Rock County
Planning and Economic Development.

Next week I will attend a two-day seminar sponsored by our financial advisor, Ehlers,
which will focus on municipal finances during the current economic climate.

It is certain that there will be intense focus on the economy for some time to come. There
is no quick fix on the horizon. Be assured that Evansville’s best interests and
responsibilities will be kept in focus as the City considers economic development
initiatives.

ASSISTANCE INFORMATION



If you have an economic emergency and are unsure where to turn, a starting point is First
Call-Evansville at 882-9966.

The Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet and Food Pantry is located at 202 South Madison
Street and the phone number is 882-4532.

The contact number for AWARE in Evansville is 882-9900. Two current forms of help
are the Backpacker program which provides weekend food for school children and the
family Easter Basket program. Julie Hermanson of AWARE offers this piece of advice,
one that she believes is most important. If you are having financial trouble and are
falling behind in bill payments, contact the companies you owe money to right away. It
is much better to be working with your creditors proactively than waiting until it is too
late.

If you are having trouble paying your heating bill this winter, call Rock County Energy
Services at (608) 363-9200 to set up an appointment to see if you qualify for assistance.

If you are searching for employment, the phone number for the Rock County Job Center
is (608) 741-3400.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS

The Sixth Annual Chocolate Extravaganza will be held this Saturday night, February 7,
from 7-9 p.m. at the Eager Economy Building , 7 East Main Street. This tasty event is
sponsored by the Evansville Fund, a community fund that benefits us now and in the
future. See you there!

A public open house is scheduled from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. this Sunday, February 8, at the
Heights at Evansville Manor. This is a great opportunity to view the beautiful new
assisted living facility in our community.

Once again, when you are making purchasing decisions, please consider “buying local”.
Supporting our local economy provides benefits to all of us. If you are making decisions
on charitable contributions, please consider support of local organizations.

LAKE LEOTA UPDATE

Last Friday I attended a status meeting on Lake Leota. The dredging continues on
schedule. The contractor estimates 75-80% of the lake contouring is completed.

A project map of the dredging process is located in the kiosk near the boy scout building.
There will be multiple depths in the lake—one area will be fifteen feet deep, a large
section will be 8 feet deep and the forebay, where Allen Creek enters the lake and acts as
a sediment trap, is planned at 10 feet in depth.



Partial refill of Lake Leota is expected to begin in mid-February. Some minor
repairs to the top of the spillways need to occur in warmer weather and the lake will not
be returned to its full depth until these repairs are completed.

I have been approached by several Union residents about Town contributions to lake
restoration. Planning for appropriate wetland plantings along the west shore and
restocking of fish is underway. Donations for these projects and the lake dredging in
general are welcomed by all who use the lake.

COMMUNITY WELCOME/CONGRATULATIONS/THANKS

Evansville welcomes Ellen Brown as Executive Director of the Evansville Chamber of
Commerce.

Evansville congratulates and thanks the Historic Preservation Commission for obtaining a
grant of $13,400 from the Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS). The grant funds are
administered by the WHS as part of a National Park Service grant program utilizing off-
shore drilling monies. Only Certified Local Governments (CLG), communities with
approved historic preservation programs, are eligible for these federal grant funds.
Evansville became a CLG in 1985.

This grant will be used to have nominations to the State and National Register of Historic
Places prepared for two new residential historic districts and three individual resources in
Evansville. The proposed South First Street Historic District includes Queen Anne style
residences, several of which are believed to have been designed and/or constructed under
the supervision of Benjamin S. Hoxie, the designer/builder of numerous significant
Victorian residences in Evansville. The potential Grove Street Historic District contains
a variety of early Twentieth Century styles, including American Craftsman, Bungalow
and Colonial Revival structures.

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a very fine Contemporary style religious building, designed
by noted Wisconsin architect John. Steinman. The Almeron Eager Memorial and Eager
Family Cemetery Plot is the most impressive statuary group in the city’s cemetery.
Leonard-Leota Park is a City landmark with an intact designed landscape, constructed
over several years during the Great Depression under a series of Federal relief projects.
1930’s Rustic style improvements are contained in the park, including a carillon tower,
bath house, warming house, park store and other shelters.

Evansville congratulates and thanks the Arrowhead Library System for its award of a
$5,000 grant through the Library Services and Technology Act to digitize materials in the
Eager Free Public Library History Room. Some of the items to be digitized are Pioneer
Days of Evansville, 1910 Illustrated Prospectus, 2 circus posters, 1865 Catalogue of
Evansville Seminary, 100 Evansville postcards and the 1856-58 General Store Ledger of
John Rhinehart. The items will be scanned and put into electronic form at the University
of Wisconsin Memorial Library and will be housed on their website. The collection will
be online this fall and the Evansville library will provide a link to these resources.






