Mayor’s Column for the February 12, 2014, Edition of the Evansville Review
Caring in Evansville
Through the years, I have been amazed by and proud of the outstanding volunteer and financial commitments of our citizens and businesses in addressing identified community needs.  Evansville is enriched by these significant efforts.

More than forty years ago, a dedicated group of individuals constructed Evansville Manor to care for our senior citizens.  Today, the Manor and the Heights at Evansville Manor remain locally owned, an excellent example of our caring community.

Seeing a need for a gathering place, our community came together and built Creekside Place.  Contributions from hundreds of businesses, families, and individuals accomplished this wonderful facility during the Great Recession.  Creekside Place has become Evansville’s community living room and it hums with activity.

A collaboration of concerned community leaders and citizens led to the formation of BASE, Building A Safer Evansville.  BASE was successful in obtaining a Drug Free America grant that, added to local match, will provide in excess of $1 million over five years to tackle underage drinking and drug abuse in Evansville.
Six local church congregations, as well our community, support the Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet, providing assistance to our families, friends, and neighbors who need a helping hand.  The Care Closet at 206 South Madison Street currently serves about 160 families monthly with food and clothing necessities.  Around a hundred committed volunteers staff the Care Closet.  My mother was one of those dedicated volunteers for years.

I could go on about additional programs and projects that make us a better place, such as AWARE, the Evansville Youth Center, and Meals on Wheels.  Our volunteer resources are terrific!

We have a compelling community need that must be immediately addressed.  The Care Closet roof is leaking and needs replacement.  Patches to the roof have been ineffective.  Estimated costs for replacing the Care Closet roof are $45,500.  Our community foundation, the Evansville Fund, has awarded the Care Closet a lead gift of $2,000 for the project.  In addition, 75% of the proceeds of the Evansville Fund’s Chocolate Extravaganza being held this Saturday will be given to the “Evansville Cares:  Restore the Roof” project.  
The past few months have been brutal.  A great cure for cabin fever is indulging in the fantastic chocolate delectables created by Evansville’s fabulous bakers.  Chocolate Extravaganza will chase away those winter blues.  It also has a special purpose this year and I strongly encourage you to attend with family and friends.
Individual and business contributions can also be made by writing a check to the Evansville Care Closet with a memo line notation of “Evansville Cares Campaign.”  Donations can be mailed to the Evansville Care Closet, 206 South Madison Street, Evansville.  They can also be brought to the Care Closet during business hours of Tuesdays and Thursdays from noon to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon. 

This extremely cold winter has stressed many household budgets and increased requests for food and clothing assistance.  The Care Closet has continuing needs for discarded gently used clothing and household items and nonperishable food and personal care items.  Donations will be welcomed by the Care Closet. 

I know the generosity of Evansville—thank you for responding to the “Evansville Cares:  Restore the Roof” campaign! 
Community Announcements
The Grove Society and Eager Free Public Library will celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday with a celebration on Wednesday, February 12, from 4:00-6:30 p.m. at the Library, 39 West Main Street.  Festivities include historical music, Civil War artifacts, kids’ games and activities, and refreshments.  This event is free and open to all.
On Wednesday, February 12, three members of WE3, Women Encouraging Evansville Entrepreneurs, will participate in a panel discussion about small business ownership at the monthly Evansville Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club.  The program is free and open to the public and will be held at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.
The indoor Evansville Farmers Market will be held at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, on Saturday, February 15, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The Evansville Fund’s 11th Annual Chocolate Extravaganza will take place this Saturday, February 15, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. at Creekside Place.

Think spring! On Wednesday, February 19, Formecology owner John Gishnock III will explore natural stone landscapes.  The program will be held at Creekside Place at 6:30 p.m.

The American Red Cross will hold an Evansville Community Blood Drive on Thursday, February 20, from 12:30 to 5:30 p.m. at Creekside Place.  Make an appointment at redcrossblood.org or call 1-800 RED CROSS.  Walk-ins are welcome.
Community Thanks
A special thanks is extended to the hundreds of Evansville households that completed the community survey.  Results will help guide development of the update to our city Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan.  We will share survey results when they become available this spring.

Evansville thanks the Dean Foundation and Stoughton Hospital for the donation of an Automated External Defibrillator at Creekside Place.
