Mayor’s Column for February 10, 2010 Review

Late last year, in a mailing entitled “On Community Life,” the Wisconsin Humanities
Council announced as their mission “to support and create programs that use history,
culture and discussion to strengthen community life for everyone in Wisconsin.” The
essay spoke of a society that is becoming more lonely and disconnected. The author, Co-
Director of the Humanities Council Dena Wortzel, spoke of Harvard Public Policy
Professor Robert Putnam’s books “Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of
American Community” and “Better Together,” with their documentation of social
disconnection and case studies of effective communities.

I recently obtained both of Putnam’s books “Bowling Alone” and “Better Together.”

In “Bowling Alone,” Putnam discusses the decline of social organizations over the last
several decades. He describes social capital as “powerful networks of relationships that
weave individuals into groups and communities.” He cites evidence that our
neighborhoods, schools, economy, and government don’t work as well when social bonds
are lacking.

Putnam presents twelve case studies of successful building of social capital, identifying
them as effective communities, in “Better Together.” He believes that the power of social
networks can be extended “by creating networks of networks, . . ., by nesting smaller
groups within larger, more encompassing ones.” He discusses creating common spaces to
provide “opportunities for encounters that knit together existing ties.”

Fortunately, our community has an amazing abundance of social capital! Here is a partial
list of Evansville’s social capital: Lions Club, FFA Alumni, Woodchucks, Creekside
Place (formerly Evansville Area Primetimers), Evansville Sports Boosters, Evansville
Ecumenical Care Closet, VFW, American Legion, Evansville Community Partnership,
Evansville Grove Society, Grove Community School Forest, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
FFA, 4-H, Masons, Evansville Travel Club, Evansville Fund, Women’s Literary Club,
Evansville Chamber of Commerce, Evansville Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club, Friends
of the Library, book clubs, church congregations, 4™ of July Celebration Committee,
quilting clubs, Home Talent Baseball, sports leagues, Theodore Robinson Society, and
PTO.

Collaboration among Evansville organizations is readily apparent. The Evansville Fund
provides grants to local organizations to further their activities; an example is the English
as a Second Language classes at Eager Free Public Library. The Boy Scouts have
assisted in caring for the hundreds of trees planted for the Grove Forest project. The
Woodchucks are mentoring students. Evansville Community Partnership has assisted
local groups with grant writing. The Evansville Grove Society is developing a local
history museum. The Chamber of Commerce delights our youth with the annual Easter
Egg Hunt and the arrival of Santa. The Lions Club works with the Boy Scouts to serve
the Pancake Breakfast that is held the day of the FFA Toy Show. These are just a few
examples. We can further strengthen the fabric of our community by weaving new
networks among these organizations.



More than 100 people are actively working to make a community center a reality in
Evansville. Creekside Place will include Mary Peckham’s wonderful vision of a senior
center that provides a wide variety of enriching social activities and opportunities for
older citizens. It will offer much needed meeting spaces for larger organizations, classes,
receptions, and dinners. The selection of a building site in the heart of our community is
a “2-fer.” It will fill a long-vacant lot with a handsome facility and bring added vitality
and richness to our downtown. It will be a physical symbol of our strong community
bonds and a source of community pride. It will be a statement and embodiment of our
community spirit.

Creekside Place will also allow us to strengthen, as well as develop, the additional
networks of networks that Putnam identifies in effective communities. I believe
Creekside Place will enrich our community well beyond our expectations.

Soon a community capital campaign will begin for Creekside Place. John and I have
already pledged our support for this important community project. We determined an
amount we were comfortable contributing and then, as we talked of what Creekside Place
will mean to us and to Evansville, we stretched and doubled our commitment.

In the coming weeks when you are asked for your support, I encourage you to consider
contributing as generously as you are able. This community investment will bring untold
benefits to our families for years to come.

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

The 10™ Annual Chili Cook-Off will be held on Saturday, February 20, from 5:00 to 8:00
p.m. Evansville Community Partnership will hold the event at the Grove Campus, 320
Fair Street. Two dollars of each adult ticket will be donated to the Evansville Youth
Center for their programming.

COMMUNITY CONGRATULATIONS/THANKS

Our community congratulates Dave Mosher & Associates as they celebrate 100 years in
business. Evansville greatly appreciates Dave and JoEllen Mosher’s investment in the
revitalization of our downtown; we have two additional beautifully restored commercial
buildings on Main Street.

Evansville thanks the many citizens that attended Chocolate Extravaganza in support of
the Evansville Fund. The successful fundraiser will provide long-term benefits for our
community.



