Mayor’s Column for December 23, 2009 Review

One of my holiday activities this year will be a visit to the Wisconsin Historical Museum
in Madison to enjoy the “’Tis the Season” exhibition of 1960s aluminum Christmas trees
made in Wisconsin. The Aluminum Specialty Company of Manitowoc produced
hundreds of thousands of the trees. These trees can be found in antique malls today,
often priced at several hundred dollars.

Our family owned one of these trees. I vividly remember the curled, star-burst branch
tips on the 7-8 foot tree and the all-blue (Go Blue Devils!) ornaments. (I also remember
that if the air in the house was too dry, the tree would give shocks when it was touched.)
We still have the revolving color wheel with its red/yellow/blue/green sections.

Mom was especially pleased with the glittery tree. She was allergic to the fresh-cut trees
of prior holidays. I can remember one year when she totally lost her voice in the days
prior to Christmas--that tree went out to the curb the morning after Christmas.

I love the activities, traditions, and memories of the holidays. One of my favorite tasks is
decorating the tree--so many of the ornaments have special meaning.

The tinfoil star that always tops our tree was formed by the toddler fingers of our
daughter. There is a wonderful pink ornament with turbaned riders on elephants that
belonged to Grandma and Grandpa Hensel, along with several antique ornaments they
cherished. The Hensel trees of my youth held only pink ornaments that coordinated with
their distinctive cherry-colored boucle mohair living room sofa. From the Decker family
is a felt Santa in a snow-covered dirigible ornament. Several of the showy vintage Shiny
Brite ornaments from my Kuelz grandparents hang proudly from branches. There are
parka-clad Eskimo people ornaments of gorgeous deerskin trimmed with fur, mementos
of our winter trip to Alaska. And not least, there are blue ornaments from the aluminum
tree.

During my youth, my brother, sister, and I made garlands of popcorn and cut and glued
construction-paper chains. Baking and decorating cut-out sugar cookies and making
popcorn balls were yearly traditions. We always spent one evening driving around
Evansville looking at the Christmas lights, lustily singing carols as we enjoyed our
neighbors’ decorations. A special memory was the beautifully-lit fir tree at the entry to
the park that could be seen blocks away on Second Street.

Certain gifts are also traditions. From babyhood, each year our daughter receives a
Christmas book. She has a terrific collection of holiday books, from the Jan Brett-
illustrated “The Mitten” to Robert Sabuda’s amazing pop-up book of “The Night Before
Christmas”. This year I selected Jenny’s Christmas book at the Scholastic Book Fair held
in conjunction with the Holiday Craft Fair at J.C. McKenna Middle School. I was
assisted with the purchase by a third-grade young lady who had visited City Hall with her
class this fall.



A special joy is that our immediate family, with the exception of my college-aged
nephew, lives within a fifteen mile area. We are able to enjoy celebrations year-round, as
well as during the holidays. Great strength, comfort, and contentment come from close
family bonds.

This year I have enjoyed many of the holiday activities of Evansville groups and
organizations. Some have decades of tradition; others are newer, but are building
memories and experiences that are sure to become traditions.

The Evansville Literary Club, begun in the 1890s, was entertained by Mrs. Berg’s middle
school music students at the Club’s annual Christmas tea. Residents of the Heights were
invited guests and enjoyed the festivities.

Music is an integral part of the holiday season. I enjoyed the Evansville Ecumenical
Choir concert earlier this month, an annual event for more than thirty years. Middle
school carolers visited City Hall last Friday, spreading holiday cheer.

The Woodchucks of the Evansville Area Primetimers held a fantastic holiday feast
recently, with “feast” being an accurate description. I am certain this will become an
annual tradition.

The Old Home Group of the Evansville Grove Society enjoyed a recent evening of
appetizers, libation and socializing. The Group shared a sense of accomplishment in the
recent progress of the Baker Office Building renovation.

The Holiday Craft Fair was a terrific opportunity to “buy local”, with offerings from
Chamber of Commerce Coupon Books, gourmet nuts that support the Soccer Club, and
Girl Scout cookies, to pottery, jams, and books.

These are only some of the celebratory gatherings in our community. The Chamber of
Commerce holiday party and the Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club party are scheduled to
occur in January.

This month I received two e-mails about city matters from different residents new to
Evansville this past year. They both commented that they like living in our community.
Our new citizens mentioned friendliness, neighborliness, wonderful small town
atmosphere, and great promise for our future. I am proud of our close-knit community,
the hard work we all are undertaking to constantly improve our city, our willingness to
celebrate accomplishments large and small, and our welcoming attitude that is being felt
by new residents. It does hold great promise for Evansville’s future.

Whatever your religious tradition, may you be blessed with the spirit of kindness and
giving of the season. Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Enjoy the comfort and

contentment of family, friends, and neighbors. Stay safe.

Community Announcements/Congratulations




Please remember the value of shopping local. The Chamber of Commerce Coupon Book
or Chamber Bucks are great last minutes holiday gifts.

Evansville welcomes Dr. Jeff Richards, wife Sarah, and daughter Olivia, as they open
ProSpine Chiropractic on Brown School Road.

Community Thanks

Thanks to John and Jackie Sornson for assisting with the collating, stuffing and mailing
of our community’s tax bills.

City Hall enjoyed the holiday carols sung by the music students from J.C. McKenna
Middle School. Thank you for your visit.

A special thanks to the Public Works Department for assisting Rock County at County
request following the recent “blizzard” by plowing the rural subdivisions in the Town of
Union to ensure public safety.



