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EHS Class 0f 1970

Last weekend the Class of 1970 celebrated our 40" reunion. I joined EHS classmates at
three different reunion gatherings on Friday and Saturday, which provided good
opportunities to “catch up” and enjoy the company of hometown childhood friends. A
small, enthusiastic group attended the homecoming football game; I admit we did leave
early when it started to rain. A dozen women gathered for tea on Saturday afternoon and
the reunion dinner was held on Saturday night.

During the weekend, sharing of family photos, taking of reunion photos, and much
reminiscing occurred. Here are some of the memories and conversations.

Homecoming activities like painting of the downtown storefront windows, float building,
the pep rally and bonfire, class skits, practicing the half-time band show, football at Lake
Leota, and the homecoming dance were recalled. The “specialness” and importance of
the Park was discussed.

We talked about our teachers that still live in the area, including Misters Willoughby,
Kerkenbush, Krake, Shaw, and Kober and Mrs. Wyse. There was mention of the
trimester class scheduling that was considered very progressive at the time.

We talked about other memorable school events. One interesting memory was the
periodic “skirt line.” The girls had to kneel on the floor—if your skirt did not touch the
floor, you were sent home to change into a longer skirt that met the requirement. Pants
and jeans were not worn by females.

Freshman hazing (bullying) was remembered. It led to serious discussion of the extreme
stresses facing our youth today.

There was recognition of deceased classmates and deceased family members of
classmates. There were updates on several in our class that were not able to attend the
reunion.

Several classmates mentioned improvements throughout the city and how good our
downtown looks. They appreciated the restoration of Lake Leota. One commented on
the wind turbine and new LED street lights, stating it was good that Evansville was
progressive.

I was asked about the next community project. I talked about this month’s
groundbreaking ceremony for a new community/senior center, Creekside Place, on the
former Co-op property and that we may likely celebrate our 45™ class reunion at
Creekside Place.



Many in attendance were surprised that Evansville’s population is nearing 5,000
residents. It was about 2,800 people in the early 1970s.

There was much discussion of the challenging economy and some political observations
were shared. One classmate relocated in Kansas City to remain with General Motors.
Another spoke of working in an office with 4 current employees that had been downsized
from 20 staff. There was discussion of living in partially-deserted neighborhoods as
houses remained unsold and others became vacant as families were forced into
foreclosure.

Several spoke of near-term retirement goals being upended. There was not anger as
much as resoluteness at changed economic realities.

Political views were across the board. There was consensus, however, that the coming
elections were critical.

I was particularly moved by a classmate that said that returning to Evansville still meant
“coming home.” I salute the EHS Class of 1970 and all Evansville alumni and I hope

that returning to Evansville still means “coming home.”

Energy Update

Evansville continues to be recognized as a state energy leader. Approximately 350
people attended the 2010 Solar Decade Conference in Milwaukee on September 29. 1
served as a panelist at a breakout session on moving the solar market in Wisconsin
communities. [ was asked by the Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence to represent
140 Wisconsin Energy Independent Communities. Others on the panel included Steve
Palmeri, Project Officer of the U.S. Department of Energy, Matt Howard, Director of the
Office of Environmental Sustainability, City of Milwaukee, and Kay Schindel, Engineer-
Facilities and Sustainability Management, City of Madison. Madison and Milwaukee are
two of 25 Solar America Cities selected by the Department of Energy.

I received word last week that a video made about the Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant Evansville project for new LED street lights and lighting
upgrade to the Public Works garage has been placed on the Wisconsin Office of Energy
Independence and the National Association of State Energy Officials (NASEO) websites.
Our video was highlighted at a recent NASEO conference in Boston.

211 LED street lights have been installed to date. The street light project is expected to
be complete in the next week or so.

Economy/City Budget

I will be attending the third economic summit in the three-meeting series this week in
Milwaukee. The focus will be on producing strategic briefing papers related to job
creation, jump-starting the Wisconsin economy, and the state’s financial challenges.



We are at work on the 2011 city budget. The Common Council is expected to
recommend a proposed budget for publication at its October 12 meeting. There will be a
public hearing on the budget scheduled at the November 9 Common Council meeting.

Community Announcements

This week, October 4 through 8, is the final curbside yard waste pick-up for 2010. Leaf
pick-up will begin mid-October until Thanksgiving, weather permitting.

Eager Free Public Library will hold its second Hispanic Festival this Saturday, October 9,
from 1 to 3 p.m. The Festival is free and open to the public. It promises to be a beautiful
fall afternoon of music, games, and refreshments.

The groundbreaking ceremony for Creekside Place is scheduled for Saturday, October
16, at 10:30 a.m. Mark your calendar to join in the celebration of this long-awaited
event.

The public is invited to join the a.m. club at Eager Free Public Library on Tuesday,
October 19, at 10:30 a.m. for a presentation entitled “How Bud Sees the World!”
Evansville resident Howard “Bud” Cufaude, a past member of the Nature Conservancy,
will share some of the 1300 nature pictures he has taken. Refreshments will be served.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

Our community congratulates EHS on the terrific homecoming win over Whitewater. |
would like to personally thank the students for inviting me to participate in the
homecoming parade. I am very proud of EHS and enjoy being a part of the festivities.

On behalf of our community I would like to thank the hundreds of donors and tireless
volunteers who are making Creekside Place a reality. We are within $150,000 of
reaching the $2.5 million capital campaign goal. Community generosity has been
remarkable in a challenging economy; we are at 94% of our goal! We received a
significant a boost with the receipt of a Wisconsin Department of Commerce Community
Development Block Grant Public Facilities award of $500,000. I encourage citizens who
have not yet made a contribution and are able to do so to help us successfully conclude
the building campaign. In addition to the $2.5 million building fund, the Peckham Trust,
established with a $1 million gift, is designed to provide annual funding support for
operations/programming.



