Mayor’s column for the October 20, 2010 Review
CREEKSIDE GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY 10/16/10

Good morning everyone. | would like to thank Katie Crawley from Senator
Feingold’s office and Sandy Herfel from the Wisconsin Department of Commerce
for celebrating with us this morning. It is a beautiful fall day, perfect for the
groundbreaking for Creekside Place. This is a remarkable community project that
will be used and enjoyed by generations of our citizens.

| would like to take a minute or two to talk about another Wisconsin fundraising
campaign in order to put our achievement into context. On Labor Day weekend,
my husband John and | visited old friends and neighbors in Wauwatosa, a suburb
of Milwaukee. They told us about their successful capital campaign for a new
community swimming pool.

There is a Milwaukee County Park, Hoyt Park, located along the Menomonee
River in Wauwatosa. The County operated a sixty year-old, large unheated
outdoor swimming pool at Hoyt Park. In 2003, the County closed the pool
because of prohibitive repair costs to the aging structure. They did not spend
funds to demolish the pool and soon weeds were growing from cracks in the
bottom of the pool and the bathhouse suffered from episodes of vandalism. It
Wwas an eyesore.

Wauwatosa approached the County with a proposal to demolish the pool and
build a new swimming complex if the County would lease the land to the city.
Milwaukee County was agreeable. A citizen group launched an $8 million building
campaign with a $4 million lead gift, a dollar for dollar challenge grant from
Tashia and John Morgridge, both Wauwatosa High School alumni. The Morgridge
name may be familiar—they have given more than $80 million to the UW-
Madison. John Morgridge is the former chairman of Cisco, the California
technology company.

The $8 million campaign was successful, with the $4 million community match
raised over three years. The groundbreaking for the pool occurred this summer.



Wauwatosa is a city of 44,000. When we lived there in the 1990s, there were
more than 2,300 businesses located in the city. Wauwatosa is home to the
Milwaukee County Medical Complex, Milwaukee County Research Park, and
bustling Mayfair Road, lined with businesses as well as Mayfair Mall. With those
community assets, their campaign took three years with the present challenging
economic conditions.

The Creekside Place capital campaign kick-off was held in March of this year.

Lead gifts of $1.2 million were announced at the kick-off. We are breaking ground
this morning, seven months later, with building campaign funds of nearly $2.4
million, and the S1 million Peckham Trust in place to support operations for years
to come. The Wisconsin Department of Commerce boosted our capital campaign
with the award of a $500,000 Community Development Block Grant. This is an
extraordinary accomplishment!

| first attended a meeting for this project in early 2006. | was invited as a mayoral
candidate. | have watched as the vision for Creekside Place evolved and hard
work was undertaken to maximize the positive impacts for Evansville.

Much thought and effort went into the commitment to build Creekside Place
where we stand this morning. A location in the heart of our community is a
winning infill development of a critical city property. Creekside Place will boost
activity in our downtown and increase traffic and revenue for community
businesses.

Citizens will have expanded options and choices for meeting and party locations.
There will be many opportunities to participate in a variety of classes, programs,
lectures, and exhibits at Creekside Place. It will enhance and improve our
community.

At this week’s League of Wisconsin Municipalities Conference, the speaker at the
opening session discussed community development. He listed five pillars of
community development---one of them was quality of life and place. Evansville
recently has strongly committed to quality of life enhancements in our
community, from the referendum results for restoration of Lake Leota to the



current generous financial commitments to Creekside Place. But this is not new.
In the past when our citizens determined the need, we rolled up our sleeves and
established the Manor and built the golf course. Only the lake restoration was a
local government project, because it was city-owned. In Evansville we recognize
that improving our quality of place provides benefits for all.

There continues to be a “buzz” about Evansville. The Creekside Place project
sends the message that we care about Evansville and are continuing efforts at
community improvement. Our recent efforts, from lake restoration, to
construction of a new community center, show that we are building community
with sweat and financial equity. These efforts will attract new residents to
Evansville.

There are many to thank this morning. First, there are the early members of the
Primetimers, including my mother, who worked tirelessly to build senior
programming in Evansville.

On behalf of our community, | extend special, heartfelt thanks to Evansville friend
and neighbor, Mary Peckham. She is the “sparkplug” for Creekside Place. Her
legacy gift, the Lewis and Mary Peckham Trust, will benefit the senior community
and Creekside Place for years to come.

| applaud the diligence and persistence of the board of directors of Creekside
Place and the work of the numerous committees that have brought us to this
morning. | thank Kurt Saterbak for his counsel and coaching on the capital
campaign.

Most importantly, | thank the hundreds of citizens and businesses for the financial
commitments that resulted in a successful capital campaign. Without your
commitment, Creekside Place would not be commencing construction.

Next spring we will gather again to celebrate the dedication of Creekside Place.
Evansville loves its projects. | hope that there are Creekside Place plans for a
temporary viewing spot for the many interested citizens that will check the daily
construction progress over the winter. We wore out the park road watching the



lake dredging progress. Citizens will enjoy watching this exciting construction,
and often I'll be standing right next to you.

Thank you for celebrating Creekside Place this morning. | invite you to return next
spring for the ribbon-cutting ceremony.



