Mayor’s Column for January 7, 2009 Review

Family Matters

I have taken a few weeks hiatus in writing my column. Our family has had a busy,
emotional month that included celebration as well grieving.

Our daughter Jenny was married two days after Christmas. It was a delightful, gorgeous
wedding.

John and I have always agreed that parenthood is our most important role and our legacy
is our precious child. Many of you know we worked hard to have Jenny. Because of
medical complications I was hospitalized the last trimester of my pregnancy and Jenny
was born nearly two months early. We feel lucky that our lives have been blessed with a
beautiful, sweet, kind and compassionate daughter. Like most parents, we are
tremendously proud of our child and want only the best for her.

In his toast to the bridal couple, John spoke of the Evansville community’s involvement
in “vetting” Ryan. We did not know Ryan, but soon became familiar with him as we
were approached by his teachers, sports coaches, classmates, friends and employer. They
spoke of him as a fine young man and special person. We quickly learned that Jenny
chose well in finding her life companion.

Our hearts were full as we watched Jenny’s radiance and joy on their wedding day. We
wish for Jenny and Ryan great happiness and fulfillment and give them all of our love
and support.
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Shortly before Christmas my sister-in-law lost her father following years of the slow
decline of dementia. It was the fourth dementia-related death of a parent in our family in
six years.

The experiences of dementia are devastating and exhausting for caregivers and family.
We watched my mother-in-law, an intelligent, dignified woman, be terrified by ghostly
hallucinations. We saw my mom, with her meticulous, analytical mind, lose her ability to
add and subtract numbers in her checkbook within a matter of weeks. My father-in-law,
a well-respected lawyer and judge, fought off imagined intruders with his cane. Donna’s
father, an athletic, adventurous, artistic man, became confined to a wheelchair as he lost
his motor skills. Dealing with dementia is heart- and gut-wrenching.

Grieving in families struggling with dementia is ongoing. The essence of your loved one
fades away and you experience afresh the loss each day. Death is bittersweet and starts a
new dimension of your grief.



On the Sunday before Christmas we gathered to celebrate Gordon’s life, voice relief that
he is now at peace and marshal strength and receive solace from family, friends and
neighbors. We continue to grieve.

Community Announcements/Reminders

On December 15, Jim Engle, Director of the Wisconsin Main Street Program of the
Department of Commerce, made a presentation to representatives of the Economic
Development Committee, Chamber of Commerce and Evansville Community Partnership
on the components of the Main Street downtown revitalization program. The information
Jim provided will be used along with previously gathered material to identify the best
structure for economic development activities in Evansville.

The DNR dredging permit was received at City Hall on Monday, December 29. Lake
Leota dredging activities began this Monday. Barring unforeseen circumstances and with
decent winter weather, the project is expected to take approximately one month.
Dredging crews are planning to work round the clock to complete the project in a timely
manner. Please do not enter the worksite for your safety and that of the work crews.
Individuals wishing to view dredging progress should watch from the Park by entering
off of North Madison Street.

I spent dozens of hours the past several weeks completing a grant application for a
Wisconsin Office of Energy Independence Planning Grant. Successful applicants will
receive funds to complete an energy audit of all local municipal facilities and vehicles,
establish baseline energy usage and develop a plan to increase energy efficiency and
conservation and use of renewable resources. Our community’s reputation for and
commitment to energy initiatives makes us a strong contender for a planning grant; I am
hopeful that our application will be successful.

I have had the opportunity to tour the Heights at Evansville Manor, the stunning new
assisted living facility on North Fourth Street. It is a fabulous structure and will provide
additional housing options for Evansville’s citizens. A public open house is in the
planning stages. Be sure to watch for additional information.

I recently was mailed a copy of the National Park Service 2008 Director’s Report. The
Park Service added more than 1300 listings to the National Register of Historic Places in
2008. The Report individually identified thirteen of the listings, including “Evansville
Standpipe, Rock, Wisconsin.”

As economic challenges continue, please consider strengthening the Evansville business

community by “buying local” when you are making purchases. The Evansville Chamber
of Commerce coupon book is still for sale at $20. I have used more than $30 of coupons
from our book in less than a month.

December 2008 ended by being the snowiest month on record in our area. City crews
have worked hard to clear all the snow. I have traveled in Stoughton, Edgerton, Madison,



Reedsburg, Baraboo, Wisconsin Dells, Janesville, McFarland, Monona, Sauk City and
Milwaukee this month. In comparison, Evansville’s streets were in better shape than any
of these communities. Our Public Works Department is to be commended for their
efforts.

Please make sure fire hydrants in your neighborhood are cleared of snow and ice.
Every minute is critical in fighting a fire.

Discarded Christmas trees should be placed on your terrace for pick-up. Please remove
all lights, ornaments and decorations, including tinsel. Pick-up will occur during times of

good weather.

Community Thanks

Our community thanks Peg Berg for a generous donation to the Police Department.
Police equipment will be purchased with the contribution.

The City of Evansville thanks Baker Manufacturing Company for providing the use of
the Baker training facility for the Department of Commerce Main Street Program
presentation.

Evansville thanks Hagen Insurance Agency for providing meeting space for the second
meeting of the Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club held in December. The I & E Club
regularly meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Watch for meeting
location information.

It has been an eventful 2008 with record snow, big rains, a presidential election, street
reconstruction and economic uncertainty, among other things. Our City Departments
have worked hard to serve you and I am proud and honored to work alongside them. I
thank all of our City workers on behalf of our citizens.

On New Year’s Day I read “The Last Lecture” by Randy Pausch. He wrote of
“communitarians” and his belief that people have a responsibility to contribute to the
improvement of their community. Evansville is filled with “communitarians.” Citizens
numbering in the hundreds serve Evansville through committee work, government
service, community organizations and educational programs. Evansville is a richer place
because of your efforts. Thank you.



