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Last week I attended the funeral of Clark Prudhon, co-founder of Pruden Products
Company, predecessor of today’s VP Buildings of BlueScope Steel. I learned that
displayed in Clark’s business office were the words, “Be responsible, have integrity, act
in love,” visible to all who entered. These were guiding principles in his life.

For many years, the following collect has been read aloud at most meetings of the
Woman’s Literary Club of Evansville. Written in 1904 by Mary Stewart, “A Collect for

Club Women” suggests a unity of noble purpose.

A Collect for Club Women

Keep us, O God from pettiness;
Let us be large in thought, in word, in deed.

Let us be done with fault-finding
and leave off self-seeking.

May we put away all pretense
and meet each other face to face
without self-pity and without prejudice.

May we never be hasty in judgment
and always generous.

Teach us to put into action our better
impulses, straight forward and unafraid.

Let us take time for all things;
Make us to grow calm, serene and gentle.

Grant that we may realize it is the little
things that create differences;
That in the big things in life we are at one.

And may we strive to touch and to know
the great, common human heart of us all.

And, O Lord God,
let us forget not to be kind.

On a snowy January day fifty years ago, a young president named Kennedy challenged
Americans to: “Ask not what your country can do for you—ask what you can do for
your country.” He also addressed the power of unity and the importance of civility and
sincerity.



At the recent memorial service in Tucson, Arizona, President Obama spoke of “being
better,” stating . . . I know that how we treat each other is entirely up to us. I believe
that for all our imperfections, we are full of decency and goodness, and that the forces
that divide us are not as strong as those that unite us.” He restated this ingrained
American goal: “All of us—we should do everything we can to make sure this country
lives up to our children’s expectations.”

It is reported that in his State of the Union address this week the president will discuss the
importance of civility and cooperation in moving our country forward. These efforts are
equally relevant at the state and local levels.

Last Friday I attended a legislative committee meeting of the League of Wisconsin
Municipalities. City and village representatives spoke of fractured councils/boards and
nasty meetings punctuated with animosity. The extended deep recession has magnified
problems existing in communities.

In one extremely divided community, local government business was actually halted for a
number of months. Other communities have already borrowed the maximum funds
allowed by law and have no fund balances to cushion their budgets. Their options are
limited, with dire results for municipal services. We are fortunate to not have these
serious problems in Evansville.

The Evansville Common Council and our City staff have been focused on our finances
for some time. Todd Berry, President of the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance spoke to our
council and staff about budgeting in July of 2009. We have reduced our expenses by
postponing equipment replacement when possible, increasing energy efficiency in
municipal operations, and minimizing the use of part-time staff. Most importantly, we
have not built balanced budgets through the use of our fund balance. Sufficient fund
balance has been maintained for unexpected revenue reductions or expense increases.
We have conserved more than one-half of our allowed debt capacity, following the
advice of our financial advisors. We anticipate that preparation of the 2012 budget will
be especially difficult, but are prepared for the likely challenge.

Evansville Common Council members have a variety of opinions, which is important to
achieving the best actions for our community. It is through the sharing of ideas that
better solutions are reached. I am proud of our collegiality and I believe that our Council
has the best interests of Evansville in mind as we work together.

American challenges at all levels are many and growing. Complex issues continue to
develop. Responsibility, integrity, civility, decency, cooperation, unity, action—all are
required and necessary to address the many challenges we face. Anything less is
counterproductive and impedes progress, wasting valuable time and energy. If we have
lost basic human courtesy, it is our responsibility to “get better.”



The full brunt of the recession and its fallout will hit local governments this next year.
Our community is currently well-positioned to address tough decisions that will be
needed. Going forward, Evansville officials and staff will be working hard to provide all
of us with the best possible services, stretching our tax dollars to the limit of our abilities.
I expect open, informed, civil discourse in community decision-making—it will result in
the best outcome for all of us. President Obama is right—our children are watching our
decisions and how we make them. Our actions will be speak volumes in defining our
future for our families and friends.

Community Announcements

The Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet assists many of our friends and neighbors in
need. Personal supplies are always in demand. Donations of shampoo, deodorant, soap,
toothpaste, etc. would be greatly appreciated.

Please review recycling information that was included with your property tax bill. There
were some changes to items accepted for recycling this year. Additional copies of
recycling information are available at the Clerk’s office at City Hall. Information is also
available on the City website at www.ci.evansville.wi.gov.

Effective on February 1, 2011, carbon monoxide detectors will be required in all single
and two-family homes. Detectors are required in the basement and on each floor except
for the attic. Dave’s Ace Hardware has a supply of carbon monoxide detectors.

Community Thanks

Evansville thanks the PCQ Study Group, dedicated local quilters, for their generous
donation of six quilts and 48 pillowcases to the new Housing 4 Our Vets facility in
Janesville.

Our community thanks EMS members Mary Beaver, Kathy Buttchen, and Michelle Peck
for donating pet oxygen masks as equipment for our ambulances.

We appreciate the community service projects of Eagle Scouts John Robinson and Shaun
Hamilton that have enhanced the Grove Community School Forest. We will enjoy their
work for many years to come. Thank you, John and Shaun!

Thanks to the community members and SOLE for their participation in the recent ice
fishing class for EHS students. It is great to see everyone enjoying our special
community treasure.
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