Mayor’s Column for the January 15, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review
Please Provide Your Input--Make Evansville Better

Last Friday a twenty-six question survey was mailed to every household in the City of
Evansville. Most residents will have received it early this week. UW-Oshkosh has been
hired by the city to collect, tabulate, and analyze survey results. A written report
summarizing results will be provided to the city by early May.

Survey results will guide the Plan Commission and Common Council as the required ten-
year update to our award-winning 2005 City of Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive
Plan is drafted in the coming months. The Common Council also decided that questions
about quality of city services would be included in the survey. We are committed to
providing top-notch service to our residents and are focused on continuous improvement.
We will also investigate whether some of the collected survey information can be used
for comparisons with other Wisconsin communities.

The survey should take 15-20 minutes to complete and is anonymous. Surveying every
household and complete anonymity ensure that results will be statistically significant.
We are requesting that surveys be completed and mailed to UW-Oshkosh by January 27.
Because we will not know who has returned surveys, a reminder postcard will be sent to
every household in about a week. The quick timeline for return will allow the university
ample time to complete tabulation and analysis prior to the end of the spring semester.

I am urging all residents to complete and return the survey. I will be reminding people to
do so at every opportunity. The Plan Commission emphasized the importance of having
every household receive a survey, as well as obtaining the most accurate information for
our needs. The city approved an expenditure of approximately $8,600 to engage UW-
Oshkosh to assist us in conducting the survey. The higher the number of completed
surveys, the better the information that is available for analysis. Help us get the best bang
for our bucks—encourage your neighbors and friends to complete and return this
important survey.

This Saturday, January 18", is the Evansville Activity Fair from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street. Citizens have a great opportunity to learn about our
local organizations, share ideas, make suggestions, and get involved. A vibrant
community is strengthened by connected citizens. The city will have a table at the Fair,
and there will be city staff in attendance to provide information and listen to our
community. There will be a suggestion box at our table for your comments and ideas.
We would like to see it stuffed full of creative suggestions. I hope to see you Saturday!

Community Announcements
Automated garbage collection begins this week. While change can sometimes be

difficult, the mechanized service is actually less costly than the current system. Our
neighborhoods should also be tidier with less trash blowing around.



This Friday evening, January 17", the Good Care Collective, a group of local health and
wellness businesses located on the lower level of the Eager Economy Building at 7 East
Main Street, will host an open house from 6 to 9 p.m. This group of enthusiastic,
entrepreneurial women is a welcome addition to our downtown business community.

The Evansville Indoor Farmers Market and Craft Fair will be held in conjunction with the
Evansville Community Partnership’s Activity Fair this Saturday, January 18, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.

Eager Free Public Library will hold free Etsy workshops on Thursday, January 23, at
10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Etsy is an online global marketplace where vintage and
handmade items are bought and sold. Pre-registration is requested.

Creekside Place will host a piano party on January 25 from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. to celebrate
the donations of the Tourist Club and an anonymous contributor for a new piano. There
will be fun, food, and music. For additional information, call 882-0407.

This week the Common Council is expected to appoint Rick Cole, 228 Joshua Drive, to
fill the vacant aldermanic seat in District 1 until April. Rick has filed the appropriate
paperwork and will be on the ballot for the spring 2014 election for a full two-year
aldermanic term.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

The 2013-2018 Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan was adopted by the Common Council
at the December 10, 2013 meeting. The plan is required for pursuit of federal and state
funds for parkland acquisition and facility improvements. It will also guide the city as it
undertakes park improvements with scarce tax dollars. Our community thanks the
members of the Park Board for their effort and dedication in the development of the new
plan.



