Mayor’s Column for the January 12, 2011 Review

Happy New Year! 2011 will be an activity-packed year for our community. I have
compiled a list, by no means complete, of many Evansville events already
planned/scheduled for this year. If a specific date is not finalized, I have included
“TBA,” to be announced. I have tried to provide as much information as is currently
available. Pull out your calendars and put in dates that interest you.

January
*12, Evansville Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club Holiday Party, Eager Economy

Building, 6:30 p.m.

*13, Evansville Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Membership Holiday Party, The
Night Owl, 5:30-9:00 p.m.

*15, Evansville Farmer’s Market Book Discussion (“Lunch Lessons”), Eager Free Public
Library, 10:00 a.m.-noon.

*19, Presentation by Dave Watson on “The Oceans’ Tropical Reefs: An Ecosystem in
Peril,” Eager Free Public Library, 10:30 a.m.

*20, Evansville Farmer’s Market “Healthy, Seasonal Food” Speaker, Shana Leith, UW
Extension Nutrition Educator, United Methodist Church, 21 South Madison Street, 6:30-
7:30 p.m.

*26, “Dress for the Ball” program on Civil War era clothing and style show, Eager Free
Public Library, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

February
*4-6, EHS Student Production of Neil Simon’s comedy, “Rumors.”

*5 & 12, Home Talent Baseball Evansville Jays “Strike Out for Baseball” 9-Pin Tap
Bowling Tournament, Evansville Bowl, 5:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

*9, Charles and Ruth Gildersleeves musical entertainment (public welcome), The Heights
at Evansville Manor, 2:30 p.m.

*10, Evansville Farmer’s Market presentation on honey production and marketing,
United Methodist Church, 21 South Madison Street, 6:30 p.m.

*11 & 12, Friends of the Library Annual Winter Gently Used Book Sale, Eager Free
Public Library, 4:30-7:30 p.m. on 11" (Friends) and 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 12" (Public).
*12, Evansville Fund Chocolate Extravaganza, Eager Economy Building, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
*12, Abe Lincoln’s Birthday Party Family Event, including food and birthday cake,
“living history,” music, and Civil War-era games, Eager Free Public Library, 6-8 p.m..
*19, Host WIAA Division 2 Wrestling Sectional.

*19, Special Olympics Polar Plunge, including Law Dogs’ members Pat Reese, Chris
Jones, Matthew Nankee, Jeremy Job, and Jill Puckett of the Evansville Police
Department, Olin Turville Park in Madison, 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

*19, Cub Scout Blue and Gold Banquet.

*19, Elvis Impersonator Dinner and Show (public welcome with reservation), The
Heights at Evansville Manor, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

March
*5, Host WIAA Division 5 Boys’ Basketball Regional Final Game.



*6, FFA & Alumni Farm Toy Show, Evansville Field House, 401 South Third Street,
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

*6, Lions Club & Boy Scouts Pancake Breakfast, Grove Campus Cafeteria, 401 South
Third Street.

*10, Evansville Farmer’s Market vendor information meeting, United Methodist Church,
21 South Madison Street, 6:30 p.m.

*11, “The Unlucky 13" presentation by Peter Skelly, Chair of the Civil War Round
Table of Rock County (six companies of the 13"™ Wisconsin were from Evansville,
Union, Janesville, and Milton), Eager Free Public Library, 6:30 p.m.

*12, Host WIAA Division 5 Girls’ Basketball Regional Final Game.

*15, Wisconsin Author Jerry Apps Visit, Eager Free Public Library, 10:30 a.m.

*19, Evansville Farmer’s Market Book Discussion (“Gardening with Heirloom Seeds”)
and Seed Swap, Eager Free Public Library, 10:00 a.m.-noon.

*TBA, BASE (Building A Safer Evansville) Community Forum on Cultural
Competency, Underage Drinking, Suicide, and Prescription Drug Abuse, Evansville
Youth Center, 209 South First Street.

*TBA, Grove Campus PTO Book Swap.

April
*8, Week of the Young Child Night, Evansville Field House, 401 South Third Street.

*8, “The Wisconsin Home Front during the Civil War,” Lecture, Professor Brett Barker,
UW-Marathon County Assistant Professor of History, sponsored by the Evansville Grove
Society at The Heights at Evansville Manor, 201 North Fourth Street, 7:00 p.m.

*12, Week of the Young Child Parade.

*15, Evansville Energy Fair, including tours of the completed City Wastewater
Treatment Plant upgrade and the High School Trades Class house construction, tentative
open house for the new Grove Community School Forest Trail Nature Center and a
performance by the Dancing Mad Scientist, Theodore Robinson Evansville Field House,
401 South Third Street, 4:30-8:00 p.m.

*15, Main Street Art Crawl.

*16, Evansville Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Easter Egg Hunt, Countryside Park.
*19, AWARE Easter Holiday Distribution.

*29-30, High School Musical, “Guys and Dolls.”

*30, First Evansville Farmer’s Market of the season.

May

*1, Opening of Home Talent Baseball Season.

*1, Masons’ Pancake Breakfast, Masonic Temple, 104 West Main Street.

*1, High School Musical, “Guys and Dolls.”

*7, Prom.

*10, “The Evansville Soldiers of the Iron Brigade” Lecture, Speaker John Decker,
President of the Evansville Grove Society, sponsored by the Rock County Civil War
Round Table at Creekside Place, 7:00 p.m.

*14, Evansville Community Partnership Chili Cook-off, Creekside Place.

*17, Presentation by Steve Orlovsky of Orlovsky Apiaries on “Honey—Natural
Sweetness,” Eager Free Public Library, 10:30 a.m.



*20-22, A Civil War Sesquicentennial Event, sponsored by the Evansville Grove Society
and the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission, including re-enactments, parades,
flag-raising, military ball, fireworks, artillery, concerts, and symposium at Leonard-Leota
Park, Eager Free Public Library, and Creekside Place.

*30, Memorial Day Parade & Rally in the Alley, sponsored by the VFW and American
Legion.

*TBA, Early May ribbon-cutting celebration at Creekside Place.

*TBA, Evansville Girl Scout Picnic, Leonard-Leota Park.

*TBA, AWARE Rub-A-Dub-Dub Days Bath Supply Drive.

June

*4, Big Red’s Backyard Bash, Wounded Warrior Project Benefit, Geneo’s Wild Ride
Saloon, 7530 County Hwy M.

*6, Veterans Memorial Aquatic Center opens for season, Leonard-Leota Park.

*11, High School Commencement.

*20, Session #1 Swimming Lessons (afternoon) begin, Veterans Memorial Aquatic
Center, Leonard-Leota Park.

*TBA, Eager Free Public Library Art Exhibition.

*TBA, Kick-off for Children’s Summer Reading Program, Eager Free Public Library.
*TBA, Eastern Star Strawberry Festival, Masonic Temple, 104 West Main Street.
*TBA, AWARE Food for the 4™ Collection.

July
*1, Friends of the Library Ice Cream Social, Eager Free Public Library.

*1-4, 4™ of July Celebration.

*4, Lions Club Chicken Barbeque.

*9, Evansville Sports Boosters Golf Outing.

*11, Central Region Meeting of the Wisconsin Council for Local History, Creekside
Place.

*15-17, 22 & 23, Evansville Community Theater Production of “Fiddler on the Roof.”
*19, Presentation by Gayle Puhl on Sherlock Holmes, Eager Free Public Library, 10:30
a.m.

*TBA, Vendor Direct Seller Association Fair, Creekside Place.

August

*6, Citywide Garage Sale Day.

*6, Evansville Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Inside Out Day.

*6, Friends of the Library Annual Gently Used Book Sale, Eager Free Public Library.
*27, Second airing of Discover Wisconsin Evansville episode television show, WKOW-
TV, Channel 27, 6:30 p.m..

*28, Veterans Memorial Aquatic Center closes for the season, 5:00 p.m.

*TBA, Theodore Robinson Society Annual Meeting.

*TBA, AWARE School Supply Drive.

September
*11, Evansville Community Partnership Just Desserts Volunteer Recognition.



*16-18, Evansville Community Partnership Harvest Windmill Festival and Windmills on
Parade.

*20, Larkin’ presents Acoustic Music from the Celtic Traditions, Eager Free Public
Library, 10:30 a.m.

*24-25, Fall Studio Art Tour of 14 South Artists.

*TBA, AWARE Koats for Kids Collection.

October

*7, Homecoming.

*8, Homecoming Dance.

*31, Halloween Trick-or-Treat.

*TBA, Evansville Grove Society Annual Meeting, Creekside Place.
*TBA, Creekside Place Health Fair.

*TBA, Grove Campus PTO Jack-o-Lantern Jamboree.

November

*15, Presentation by Julie Janiak-Fenton on “Managing Stress,” Eager Free Public
Library, 10:30 a.m.

*18-19, Evansville Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Olde Fashioned Christmas
Celebration.

*18-19, Evansville Community Theater Production of “A Christmas Story.”

*TBA, Creekside Place Holiday Craft Fair.

*TBA, AWARE Koats for Kids Distribution.

*TBA, AWARE Toys for Evansville Registration.

December

*2, AWARE Tree Lighting Ceremony.

*3, J.C. McKenna Middle School Holiday Craft Fair.

*4, Evansville Ecumenical Choir Christmas Concert.
*TBA, Creekside Place Annual Meeting and Holiday Party.

The above calendar includes special events of many of our community groups. There are
still several unlisted events in the early planning stages.

There are so many other ongoing activities for adults and youth in Evansville. Some of
them are: church study groups, vacation Bible schools, suppers, bazaars, circles, and
choirs; exercise classes; quilting, knitting, and craft classes; bowling leagues; golf; book
clubs; sports teams for youth soccer, tennis, swimming, wrestling; swimming lessons;
summer youth sports camps; dancing lessons; karate lessons; scout meetings; 4-H; FFA;
school sports; and after school clubs like Lego Lords, the High Mileage Vehicle club,
History Hunters, Art club, and school reading nights. The Inventors & Entrepreneurs
Club meets monthly; SOLE continues to meet frequently , most recently re-establishing a
fishing environment in Lake Leota; the Evansville Farmer’s Market plans to hold weekly
markets through the growing season; the local history museum is planning new exhibits
throughout the year; Evansville Jays would enjoy a strong fan base through the season;
the Old Home Group of the Grove Society meets frequently; the Chamber holds several



membership meetings and activities; The Heights at Evansville Manor offers caregiver
support groups and monthly card and bingo games; the Evansville Youth Center offers
after school activities for our middle school youth; Eager Free Public Library offers
computer classes and extensive youth summer reading activities; Creekside Place will
offer a wide variety of senior activities and community-wide classes and events; and the
Woodchucks, as part of Creekside, has become a valuable local organization. There are
many membership and neighborhood groups, including card clubs, dinner clubs, Travel
club, Literary club, Masons, Eastern Star, Lions, Chamber, etc.

I occasionally hear from citizens that “there is nothing to do here.” In fact, we are rich in
opportunities for community involvement. Evansville is as vibrant as your participation
in local activities.

As I was gathering information for this article, several organizations mentioned that
additional volunteer support would help their efforts, including the Sports Boosters,
Grove Society, Evansville Community Partnership, and BASE. Many of our
organizations need volunteers and interested citizens to assist in activities; your efforts
will be welcomed and appreciated.

There are other volunteer opportunities: enrich the lives of our youth by becoming a
school volunteer, scout leader, or Youth Center supporter; help our friends and neighbors
in need by volunteering at the Care Closet or assisting AWARE; become a literacy
volunteer; or ask how you can support your library. If you need help in connecting with
any organization or event, feel free to contact me at City Hall, 882-2266.

I encourage you to participate! The possibilities are many and you will add to the
vibrancy of Evansville. I hope to see you often.

Community Announcements

Badger Bioneers 2011 will be held on January 21-22. The event will explore “what it
means for cities, businesses, and individuals to live and work sustainably” and is
sponsored by Thrive, Isthmus, American Family Insurance, Organic Valley, Next, and
the Madison Metropolitan School District. The cost is $85 for the full conference and
$45 for one day. The conference will be held at the American Family Campus, 6000
American Parkway, in Madison. Forum participants include Dan Nerad, Superintendent
of Madison Metropolitan School District, Brenda Baker, Director of Exhibits, Madison
Children’s Museum, Dave Mohs, CEO of Placon, Tim Metcalfe, President of Metcalfe’s
Market, Jay Allen, Mayor of Fitchburg, and Rebecca Ryan, Next Generation Consulting.

The 2011 Wisconsin Ag Women’s Summit will be held March 18-19 at the Kalahari
Resort in Wisconsin Dells. The conference is sponsored by UW-Extension, Badgerland
Financial, and the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation. The registration fee is $75 and
the registration deadline is February 1. The agenda and registration information can be
found at www.wfbf.com.



http://www.wfbf.com/

Evansville Thanks

Our community thanks the kids at the Evansville Youth Center for volunteering their
time to stuff and seal 985 holiday letters for BASE (Building A Safer Evansville). What
a great example of collaboration!



