This past Saturday I again enjoyed one of those simple but infinite pleasures. I visited
the Evansville Farmers Market.

During the winter months, the Farmers Market is held on the third Saturdays each month.
And it is indoors at the Creekside Place Community Center.

December and Community
When I visited the Farmers Market in December, I bought bird seed as a Christmas gift to
backyard birds here and in Michigan.

While there I met with an alderperson, a business owner, and neighbors. It was small talk
but pleasant to value our connections. It happened to be the day following the shootings
in Newtown, Connecticut. One person reflected about how nice it was to have something
like the Farmers Market to bring our neighbors together. I knew she was referring to the
Farmers Market, but I took a broader view considering the Creekside Place Community
Center.

I personally have attended so many activities at Creekside Place. I have judged an
Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club contest, volunteered at the Chili Cookoff, delighted in art
exhibits, met with local businesses, given blood, voted, read the newspaper in the lobby,
planned for Rally Round the Flag events, learned about the Ice Age Trail, attended
Chamber of Commerce membership meetings, studied at Beer School, staffed a table at
the Business Expo, participated in strategic planning for the Evansville Community
Partnership, heard a presentation on tourism, attended personal celebrations and honors,
and (of course) been at a couple City Council meetings. Once I even staffed Creekside
Place’s front desk for an hour so the real employee could sit in on a presentation of
particular interest.

And I don’t get out much. So many other groups and clubs, activities and classes, and
neighborly visits occur at Creekside Place every day. I have often heard the observation,
“How did we ever manage before this wonderful center was built?” As a Community
Center, it truly has become a center of our community.

January and Volunteers
When I visited the Farmers Market in January, I bought cranberry bread. I don’t have a
sweet tooth but still find ways to indulge.

The Activity Fair was an expansion of the Farmers Market that day. The Activity Fair
had local clubs and organizations from the Women’s Literary Club to the 14 South
Artists to the Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club (and all sorts in between). It was a chance
for people to learn about the diverse activities and organizations we have here.

I was again struck by Evansville’s strong culture of volunteerism. Whether it is a large
production or small, whether an ongoing activity or a single event, whether organized or
spontaneous — Evansville has such great wealth in its volunteers who give so freely of
their time and talents. It is about compassion for our community.



February and Third Spaces

When I visited the Farmers Market this past weekend, I bought shallots. There are only a
few weeks until the Chili Cookoff on March 9. Not much time to refine my recipe; I’'m
hoping shallots may prove the secret ingredient to an award-winning mild chili.

There was a table covered in white paper and a bucket of crayons. It was an activity for
kids visiting the Farmers Market to draw what they appreciate about Evansville. They
had drawn our community in friends and family, a variety of school activities, and
fireworks. Itook blue and green crayons and made sure Lake Leota was represented as
one of our community favorites. I trust someone after me added a picture of Creekside
Place.

Whereas First Spaces are with family at home and Second Spaces are where we work,
Third Spaces are where we come together and meet with our neighbors. They are where
we share our day-to-day lives. We debate politics. We discuss business or farming
conditions; sometimes it’s important to talk about the weather. We come together to
share our lives and our experiences.

Sometimes a Third Space may be a beautiful lakeside park; a favorite café, diner, or
coffee house; a church basement or fellowship hall; or maybe in the stands of a high
school football game. We need them; our lives are enriched by the connections through
Third Spaces.

Upcoming
The Farmers Market will again be held indoors at Creekside Place on March 16 and on
April 20. Come the month of May, it will return to a weekly schedule outdoors.

And Creekside Place Community Center will always be a busy Third Space with
neighbors gathering.



