Highway 14

A couple weeks ago, I received a letter from Oneida Total Integrated Enterprises (OTIE) about a
corridor study for Highway 14 between Janesville and Brooklyn. OTIE has been hired by the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) for this study.

The letter was an immediate attention-getter for several reasons. Foremost, Highway 14 goes
through Evansville, so we would be interested in whatever WisDOT or others may be planning
here. We should get out in front of this study and participate in it rather than simply let WisDOT
and OTIE complete it independently, especially if they might actually be considering
construction.

So last week, several of us met with WisDOT and OTIE to get an initial understanding of the
corridor study. City Engineer Dave Sauer, City Planner John Stockham, Public Works Director
Dave Wartenweiler, Mayor Sandy Decker, Town of Union Supervisors Kendall Schneider and
Don Krajeck, and myself were present.

Just a few years ago, when Evansville was working on its Smart Growth Plan, WisDOT had said
nothing was planned for this section of highway; it wasn’t even on their radar screen. So
something happened recently to suddenly bring about this corridor study. In our meeting, they
told us that in the new WisDOT 2030 long range transportation plan, which is updated every five
to seven years, Highway 14 had been upgraded to a “‘connector” classification.

They said the intent of the study is to preserve the highway corridor as it is for as long as
possible, certainly no near-term construction, but at some point in the future it would likely
expand to a four lane highway. The current study’s main concerns would be with access (such as
driveways and intersections along the highway) and with safety features (such as passing lanes
and sight lines).

The study is to have two phases, each taking a couple years to complete. The first phase, already
underway, involves data gathering and evaluation. OTIE will obtain information and statistics
on accidents and traffic counts. They will hold a public meeting, likely this summer or fall, to
obtain first hand comments about the highway. Around July 2011, they will issue their report on
the highway’s existing conditions.

Then the second phase of the study will evaluate the existing conditions and recommend ways to
preserve and maintain the highway corridor. Since accidents are more likely at intersections,
their recommendations will likely include access management, limiting new driveways and
streets. There may also be specific locations which should be improved with square intersections
or passing lanes to maintain adequate traffic flow and to enhance safety. The final study, with
recommendations, is to be complete around 2013.

Although the study is not meant as a plan for a four lane highway with a bypass at Evansville; it
is a concern when taking into account the entire region, not just isolating some 23 mile segment

of highway. WisDOT plans to expand Highway 14 to four lanes between Brooklyn and Oregon
in 2014 to 2015, assuming money is available. Rock County and Janesville representatives have



openly said that their number one lobbying priority is to expand I-39/1-90 between the state line
and Madison from four to six lanes.

If they have the political muscle to fast track construction and widening the interstate, then
Highway 14 will have more traffic, seeking a detour, during several years of interstate
construction. Indeed, a few years ago WisDOT had commented that Highway 14 would need
safety improvements, possibly including widening, to accommodate the increased traffic that
would occur with a major interstate project. And, afterward, traffic patterns would obviously be
very different throughout the area with an expanded interstate.

So the WisDOT and OTIE corridor study becomes all the more important when viewed as part of
a regional system. Evansville’s Smart Growth Plan supports a Highway 14 bypass around
Evansville. And improvements, possibly even widening to four lanes, to Highway 14 can be
beneficial for economic development. But it also has implications for zoning and land use,
business development and marketing, and investments in local street and utility infrastructure.
These are the reasons that it is critical for Evansville to participate in the state’s transportation
planning.

Summer Jobs

The city is hiring a new coordinator for the youth baseball program. The position was supposed

to be posted on the city website. My mistake missing it, but it is there now. We are also looking
for umpires for the baseball and softball programs. And the pool is hiring for basket room, park

store, lifeguards, and swim instructors.

Alderperson

We also need someone to fill the balance of an alderperson term expiring in April 2011. The
position is for District 2 (generally the southwest quarter of the city). Please send a letter of
interest and qualifications to City Hall, attention Jodi Sam. The hope is for the city council to
appoint someone to fill this vacancy prior to the annual re-organization meeting on April 20.

Discover Wisconsin

We have heard from other communities featured on the Discover Wisconsin television show, that
people come and visit. So we are overhauling the “For Visitors” section of the city website
www.ci.evansville.wi.gov. First, it is a work in progress, but the updates are started. The
updated For Visitors section is designed to mirror the upcoming Discover Wisconsin television
feature on Evansville.

We want to encourage visitors to stay at our hotel and to shop and dine in Evansville. The
updated website will feature local history, including an on-line architectural tour. Arts and artists
in Evansville are definitely an attraction. Leonard-Leota Park is our most prominent park, with
the recently dredged Lake Leota. We also have recreation opportunities nearby at Magnolia
Bluff and Gibbs Lake county parks.

As I said, the website is a work in progress. Future updates will include the listing of local
businesses, maps, and sample daytrips. With the Discover Wisconsin program, we will have a
special video player which will show clips from the television feature. We are working with the


http://www.ci.evansville.wi.gov/

Chamber of Commerce link from our websites to the player when it becomes available this
summer. If you have other ideas, please let me know; I’ll see what we can do.



