Mayor’s Column for the September 16, 2015 Edition of the Evansville Review


Placemaking Wrap-Up

The feature article in the March 2015 issue of “the Municipality,” the monthly publication of the League of Wisconsin Municipalities, is entitled “Principles of Community Placemaking.” It discusses 19 principles of placemaking grouped into five categories.  The author is Steve Grabow, Jefferson County UW-Extension Professor and Community Development Educator.  I recently met the author and hope that there will be the opportunity to bring him to Evansville to speak on this topic in the future.

In a previous column I touched on the two principles in the category of “Enhanced Local Identity and Sense of Place,” the social components of quality of place.  The remaining four thematic areas deal with more physical principles and attributes.  

Theme 1, Effective and Functional Physical Configuration, encompasses seven principles:
1. Compact development that doesn’t sprawl, preserving rural and agricultural land.
2. Urban places with a strong center, clustered in close proximity.
3. City-centered infill and redevelopment.
4. Integration of housing, employment, and shopping areas, so communities contain a full range of facilities.
5. Vital, distinctive and varied neighborhoods in close proximity to the city center.
6. Avoidance of low-density residential development on the urban fringe.
7. A variety of housing types, meeting needs of households with different income levels.
All of these principles can be found in the Evansville Smart Growth Update that will be adopted by the Common Council in coming weeks.

Theme 2 is User-Friendly and Efficient Circulation and includes two principles:
1. Pedestrian friendly environments that encourage sidewalks for pedestrians and bicycle path travel.
2. High quality and convenient public transit with concentrated development along transit corridors and proximity to transit stops.
Both of these concepts are discussed in the Transportation Element of the draft Evansville Smart Growth Update.

The third category is Preserved Natural and Cultural Resources and Environment.  The three relevant principles are:
1. Environmental resources, natural amenities, scenic qualities, parks, recreation, and open spaces that are preserved and are fully integrated into the fabric of the community.
2. Preserved farmland and open space, wildlife habitats and environmental corridors.
3. Historic and cultural resources consciously preserved and integrated with contemporary settings.
Natural, Cultural and Historical Resources of a community are a required focus in the Wisconsin Smart Growth Law.

The last grouping of principles relate to Attributes that Instinctively Draw Us to Places.  The identified principles, again evident in our Comprehensive Plan Update, are: 
1. Ease of movement through the community with good pedestrian, bike, and vehicular connectivity.
2. Building facades and community landmarks that are authentic to the community character and environment, not superficial.
3. Variety and whimsy expressed in architectural forms and design details.
4. Appropriate architectural styles, materials and vegetation that are a reflection of local values.
5. Community activities that promote place identity and connectedness, not just a bedroom community.

Placemaking and economic development are interrelated.  Last decade’s recession has altered the economic environment.  Economic development professionals currently put primary focus on talent attraction.  Businesses locate in a vibrant community where there is a worker pool that will support their operations.  

Today’s workers first choose where to live and raise their families, and then look for a job or start a business.  Placemaking principles enhance a community’s unique character and “specialness.”  

Evansville’s high quality of life and location are attractive to workers, as recognized by NerdWallet.com in selecting our community as the top place in Wisconsin for young families earlier this year.  We have great potential to become even better.

There are two important citizen participation opportunities in the coming weeks to weigh in on local placemaking.  On Thursday, September 17, there will be a design workshop with architects FEH Design to develop an expansion concept for Eager Free Public Library. It will be held at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. You are invited to stop in at any time to share your ideas and ask questions.  There will be architect presentations at noon and 5 p.m.  Following the 5 p.m. presentation attendees will be asked to select the best idea.  I encourage you to voice your ideas for improving and enhancing our library for the future.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The draft 2015 Update to the Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan is nearly complete.  It is the culmination of more than eighteen months of work.  There will be a public hearing on the Update at the October 13 Common Council meeting at City Hall, at 6:30 p.m.  The Council is expected to adopt the Update following the hearing.  I encourage interested citizens to provide comments at the public hearing.  The Plan Update will guide community development for the next twenty years.  The draft can be found on the city website at ci.evansville.wi.gov.  Click on Smart Growth Plan. 








Community Announcements

The final layer of asphalt on South Fourth Street will be applied after the end of the 2015-16 school year next June.  This will give the road time for any settling that might occur.

Curbside yard waste pick-up is scheduled this week, September 14 to 18.  The final curbside pick-up of the season will be October 5 through 9.

The Eager Free Public Library expansion design workshop will be held on Thursday, September 17, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  The public is encouraged to attend.

The Chamber of Commerce Golf Outing will be held on Thursday, September 17, at the Evansville Golf Club. Information can be found on the Chamber website.

Ladies Night Out will be held on Friday, September 18, from 5 to 9:30 p.m. in downtown Evansville.  Pre-register at www.eventbrite.com/Ladies-night-out-evansville.

Evansville Homecoming vs. Edgerton is Friday, September 25.  Go Blue Devils!

The Evansville Police Department Prescription Drug Drop-Off Disposal and Collection Day will be Saturday, September 26, from 8 to 11 a.m. at the Police Station, 10 West Church Street.  Sharps in a registered sharps container will be collected on this day only.
  
Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, will host a presentation by Dan Stephans about Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin on Tuesday, September 22, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

The Evansville Grove Society and the Theodore Robinson Society are jointly sponsoring a presentation by Graeme Reid, Director of Collections and Exhibition of the Museum of Wisconsin Art, entitled Wilde’s Wildes on Tuesday, September 29, at 5:45 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.


Community Congratulations/Thanks

Congratulations to Building A Safer Evansville (BASE) for receiving a two-year Drug Free Community Mentoring Grant! BASE will be partnering with the Stoughton Wellness Coalition to help them build their coalition and prepare them for applying for their own Drug Free Community grant.

Evansville congratulates all of the “Just Desserts” award recipients and thanks them for their outstanding volunteer activities that better our community.

Our community thanks Cindy and Butch Beedle, Nancy and Phil Kress, and the many volunteers and donors that have made the Evansville School District Nature Center a reality. This terrific new resource for our students and citizens is the result of dedication, patience, and resolve.  The Center is fabulous!
