Mayor’s Column for the June 17, 2015 Edition of the Evansville Review


BASE Supports Our Kids

At last week’s Common Council meeting, Building A Safer Evansville (BASE) presented information on their work in our community.  Their efforts have resulted in a significant reduction in underage drinking and drug abuse in Evansville.  In the 2009 Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey (YRBS) administered by the Evansville Community School District, results showed that 74% of high school students had drunk alcohol in the previous 30 days.  In the same 2015 YRBS question, the number of students drinking alcohol in the previous 30 days dropped to 46%.  Middle school alcohol 30-day use was 11% in the 2009 YRBS.  The number dropped to 6% in 2014.  These results are impressive, and show the dedication and commitment of BASE members.

In 2009, Evansville community leaders came together to discuss how to address growing issues of youth risk taking behavior.  There were three youth suicides in the Evansville School District that year.  The 2009 Evansville YRBS results showed increased use in alcohol, marijuana, tobacco, and other drugs that exceeded Rock County and Wisconsin averages.

In early 2010, 45 Evansville citizens attended a suicide prevention forum sponsored by our school district.  The event generated momentum and commitment to create a prevention coalition and BASE was formed.  

In October 2010, Rock County Partners in Prevention entered an agreement with BASE to serve as a mentor to grow and strengthen BASE with the goal of becoming eligible for a federal Drug Free America Grant.  Hundreds of hours of effort were undertaken to meet the rigorous eligibility requirements of the competitive grant program.  Work included baseline data collection, public awareness events, development of organizational structure and by-laws, and BASE member recruitment across twelve community sectors such as school, law enforcement, media, business, faith community, and healthcare.  

Early in 2012, BASE applied for a competitive federal Drug Free America Grant. We were awarded a 5-year, $625,000 ($125,000 each year for five years) Drug Free America Grant in September 2012.  The Grant is structured with a 1:1 match.  Each year BASE must match $125,000 of Grant funding with in-kind contributions, donations, and volunteer time totaling $125,000.

BASE is nearing the end of the third year of the Grant.  Some of the many BASE community initiatives are:
· Supporting the Freshman Reality Maze, which provides real life examples of the consequences of substance abuse.  More than 20 community businesses and volunteers, along with school staff, assist with this annual activity.
· Providing Evansville Youth Center programming and mentoring on topics such as bullying and pHarming.
· Conducting awareness campaigns, including “Little Eyes are Watching;” “Those Who Host Lose the Most;” “She gets her hair from her mom—her eyes from her dad—and her drugs from her grandma’s medicine cabinet;” and “Make it a night you can’t forget. . . not one you can’t remember!”
· Working with the Evansville Police Department to install a local prescription drug drop box at the police station in 2011.  Since 2011 installation, 1,734 pounds of prescription and over-the-counter medications have been collected, keeping them out of the hands of our youth and out of our groundwater.
· Initiating a Lock Box campaign.  Over 150 lock boxes have been distributed in the community in the past two years.  The boxes secure drugs kept in homes.
· Advocating for a local social host ordinance, which was enacted by the City of Evansville in 2012 and the Town of Union in 2014.
· Coordinating with the Evansville Police Department, EMS, and Fire District to host Evansville Night Out.  The 2015 Evansville Night Out will be held on Tuesday, August 11, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Leonard-Leota Park.
· Supporting establishment of a local SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) chapter.  EHS SADD has 60 active members who have volunteered over 930 hours this past school year.
· Supporting the Evansville Police Department in their initiative to receive training on use of Narcan.  The Evansville Police Department is the first in Rock County to carry Narcan, a drug that reverses the effects of opioid overdoses, in squad cars.

BASE continues its important work in Evansville.  Evansville community members have donated 6,870 hours for BASE efforts since August 2014.  BASE members have attended 13 different trainings since 2014. 

An area of concern that is receiving current attention is the low rate of compliance during business compliance checks for selling alcohol to minors in recent years.  Every retail store in Evansville that sells alcohol has failed at least one check.  Some have failed compliance checks multiple times.  BASE is working with the City of Evansville Public Safety Committee on possible ordinance changes and increases in penalties.

[bookmark: _GoBack]BASE plans to apply for a second five-year cycle of funding to continue its work.  The local match for the second round of Drug Free America Grant funding is on an increasing scale, with a 1.5:1 match in year 10.  Growing long-term community support and collaboration is a goal of the Drug Free America Grant.

BASE welcomes new community members.  Their meetings are generally the third Friday of each month at 8:30 a.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  For questions, contact Executive Director Jen Braun at jbraun.base@gmail.com or (608) 436-1275.

Community Announcements

Let’s talk trash.  City ordinances require you to clean up after your dog on both private and public properties.  Depositing dog feces (or household chemicals) in the gutter or down storm drains sends it untreated directly into Allen Creek.  Please pick up after your dog and flush at home or put with weekly trash.

The Rock County Land Conservation Department Clean Sweep 2015 will collect hazardous waste in Evansville on Friday, August 21, from noon to 3:00 p.m. at the City of Evansville Public Works garage, 535 South Madison Street.  You must pre-register by calling 608-754-6617, ext. 118.  Materials accepted include:  insecticides, acids, solvents, lacquers, lye, bleaches, contaminated waste oil, kerosene, mercury thermometers, herbicides, broken fluorescent bulbs. 
No latex paint—air dry or stir in kitty litter, remove lids, and put with trash.  Additional information can be found at www.co.rock.wi.us/land-conservation-clean-sweep.

The freshly painted East Main Street water tower is expected to back in service later this week.  This maintenance was the first since the tower was constructed more than 20 years ago. 

Community Thanks/Congratulations

Our community thanks Larry Dobbs and Krista Korfmacher for their work on updating the Evansville Area Barn Quilts Brochure.

Congratulations to the Evansville High School Class of 2015! We are proud of your accomplishments and offer our best wishes as you embark on your plans for the future.
