Mayor’s Column for the May 6, 2015 Edition of the Evansville Review


Volunteers Extraordinaire

In recent weeks I have been amazed by the work of volunteers in Evansville.  We are blessed and enriched by dedicated individuals and groups who give time, effort, and resources to make our community better.  The well-known quote, “It takes a village . . .,” is applicable in a broader sense—it takes a village to make a community, and Evansville is rich in community.

While you are most likely aware of some local volunteer activity, I am certain the volume and magnitude of volunteer effort in Evansville is unrecognized by most citizens.  The many wonderful events of the last several weeks are the result of the efforts and hard work of hundreds of volunteers giving thousands of hours.  Of particular note is the frequent collaboration among community groups to present these programs.  The past several days I have been compiling a list of volunteer efforts I have seen.  Some are annual occurrences, while others are unique. 

The spectacular 50th Musical Reunion weekend and Evansville High School performances of “Cinderella” involved dozens of volunteers, including local seamstresses, sound technicians, business contributors, dedicated teachers, and EHS alumni, just to name a few. The strong feeling of community and achievement experienced by the hundreds of attendees and participants will be remembered for years.   

The Week of the Young Child Family Fun Night has been held for many years in mid-April.  It is a family-oriented evening event that focuses on our little ones, and is organized by AWARE in Evansville, local day cares, businesses, and the school district.

Community church members prepared an all-community meal and served delicious food and fellowship to more than 130 citizens.  The local churches manage, and dedicated members staff the Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet.  Our churches organize the volunteers that deliver the Meals on Wheels to our disabled and shut-in citizens.  An ecumenical church service and community potluck at Leonard-Leota Park is planned for July 5 as part of the Fourth of July celebration.  Throughout the year, individual churches have undertaken volunteer activities like collecting supplies for the Youth Center, organizing community work days, sponsoring events like the Easter Egg Hunt and Family Fun nights, and assisting our seniors.  

The thirteenth annual Evansville Energy Fair, held on Arbor Day this year, is a collaboration of Evansville Community Partnership, Evansville Community School District, Evansville Water & Light Department, and WPPI Energy.  Our Energy Fair is regionally and nationally known for its successful public energy and sustainability education.

This Friday, the sixth annual Evansville Art Crawl will host regional artists in downtown businesses.  A hard-working group of small business owners coordinated this popular evening.

Evansville Girl Scouts held a food drive for the Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet and removed invasive species from Magnolia Bluff County Park.  The Evansville Boy Scouts have improved our community through Eagle Scout projects, including a battery recycling program, fundraising and installation of flag poles at Maple Hill Cemetery, fundraising for a handicap-accessible fishing pier on Lake Leota, construction of benches for the Grove Community School Forest Trail, and construction/installation of Little Free Libraries throughout the city.

The Lions Club recently spearheaded establishment of the Evansville Community Garden.  A steering committee researched organization models and undertook the many steps to determine and prepare a location at West Side Park.  More than 25 garden plots have already been reserved for this inaugural year. 

Volunteers planted the downtown flower baskets last week, a long-standing project of Evansville Community Partnership.  The Friday before Memorial Day, several classes of third grade students will participate in the annual downtown clean-up day, organized by ECP and will clean sidewalks and gutters of debris and weeds.
 
Last week, Mrs. Sendelbach’s 2nd grade class cleared a portion of Leonard-Leota Park of twigs and winter debris.  FFA members likewise cleaned up the upper park for the season.  

The Fourth of July Committee has been busy planning and organizing the wonderful annual hometown celebration for several months. (Fireworks guru, Kyle Allen, is already at work.)

A steering committee has been meeting to plan memorable activities and events for the 2016 150th anniversary of our incorporation.

Evansville Community Theatre has held auditions and is set to begin rehearsals for the Mid-July performances of “The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe.” 

Many other Evansville organizations provide thousands of volunteer hours.  On a 24/7 basis, the volunteer Evansville Fire District and volunteer Evansville Emergency Medical Service provide for our public safety.  We are grateful for their dedication.

Creekside Place, our vibrant community center, hosts the meetings of many volunteer organizations.  Many volunteers also are involved in the day-to-day operation of Creekside Place.  The Woodchucks have provided untold volunteer hours to our community.

SOLE, Save Our Lake Environment, continues to monitor the Lake Leota environs.  SOLE is working with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to determine the best fish stocking program for the Lake.

Building A Safer Evansville, BASE, is dedicated to reducing underage drinking and drug abuse in our community and volunteers work tirelessly on their mission.  BASE is collaborating with community partners to host Evansville Night Out at Lake Leota on August 11.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Evansville Fund, Evansville Education Foundation, FFA Alumni, Chamber of Commerce, American Legion/VFW, 4-H, Rock Hour Community, Evansville Farmers Market, Evansville Jays, PTO, Blue Devil Gridiron Club, Music Boosters, Sports Boosters, Evansville Soccer Club, Baseball Youth of Evansville, Evansville Demons, POPA (Power of Positive Athletes), Grove Society, Theodore Robinson Society, and Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club are examples of organizations that provide volunteer hours enriching our community.  There are sports coaches, scout leaders, city citizen committee members, and school classroom volunteers.  The list is truly endless—if you are a community volunteer and I missed mentioning your group or individual effort, please know that your efforts are as valued as any of those in this column.

This week I will again participate in the assessment of required Evansville High School Senior Graduation Projects.  Nearly all of the projects have a direct or indirect volunteer component.  Projects have included volunteering at a nursing home, restoring a lawnmower and gifting it to someone in need, fundraising for the Care Closet Raise the Roof project, and organizing a youth summer camp.  I am very proud of our community’s commitment to instilling the importance and responsibility of volunteerism in our youth.  Our children do not have to look far to see volunteerism in action.  It is modeled daily in Evansville.

Community Announcements

Our city has received notification that for the thirteenth year we have been designated a Tree City USA.  We have also been named a Bird City Wisconsin for the fourth year, and were again recognized as a “High Flyer” by meeting additional requirements for public birding education and habitat protection.  (For interesting bird watching, grab a pair of binoculars and head to Fort Atkinson.  As you head north on Highway 26, exit at Highway 106 and turn left onto Highway 106.  There is a stand of trees on the north side of Highway 106 just beyond the intersection of 26 and 106.  There is a great blue heron rookery in the trees—it is fascinating!)

The Evansville Police Department is holding a spring Take Back Day on Saturday, May 16, from 8:00-11:00 a.m., at the Police Station, 10 West Church Street.  Bring unused and expired prescription and over-the-counter medications in original containers.  Personal information can be blacked out.  On this one day, sharps will be accepted if they are in an approved sharps container. 

Upcoming Community Events

May 4-8, noon to 5:00 p.m., and May 9, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., FFA High School Plant Sale at High School Greenhouse.
May 7, Genealogy Group meeting, “50 Google Hints, Tips and Tricks for Online Research” presentation by David Bradford, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:00 p.m.
May 8, Sixth Annual Art Crawl, Downtown Evansville, 5:00-8:30 p.m.
May 9, Evansville Farmers Market, next to Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
May 9, Evansville Home Talent Baseball Opener, Leonard Leota Park, 6:00 p.m.
May 10, Mother’s Day.  Thanks to all Moms.
May 13, Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
May 13, Evansville High School Honors and Awards Night, 7:00 p.m.
May 16, Take Back Drugs Day, Evansville Police Department, 10 West Church Street, 8:00-11:00 a.m.
May 16, Evansville Farmers Market, next to Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
May 17, Evansville Jays Baseball vs. McFarland, Leonard-Leota Park, 1:00 p.m.
May 20, Evansville High School Scholarship Night, 7:00 p.m.
May 23, Evansville Farmers Market, next to Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
May 25, Memorial Day Parade, 10:00 a.m., and Rally in the Alley, begins 11:00 a.m.
May 28, Book-to-Movie Club, “The Fault in Our Stars” by John Green, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:00 p.m.
May 30, Evansville Farmers Market, next to Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
May 30, Summer Library Club Sign-Up begins at 9:30 a.m.
May 30, Creekside Couture Fashion Show and Luncheon, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  For ticket information, call 882-0407.

Community Thanks

To every individual, business, and organization that has donated time, talent or financial/in-kind contributions in our community, thank you for your commitment to making Evansville special.

And to our students and youth, you are so important to Evansville! Thank you for your work in making our hometown better.
