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Community Identity

Former City Administrator Dan Wietecha recently stopped by City Hall for a visit on his way through Wisconsin. He was asked by City staff if he was enjoying his new position as Superintendent of the Town of Bath, Michigan.  Dan said that his new job was very different.  He explained that the town is geographically very spread out, with no town center.  Consequently, town residents are not “connected,” and there is no community identity.  He commented that it was a marked contrast to Evansville.

Many individuals have told me they love living in Evansville.  Results of last year’s city survey indicate a high level of community satisfaction.  I have heard Evansville described as a Norman Rockwell community and likened to “Mayberry.”  NerdWallet, an online financial website, identified Evansville as the best Wisconsin community for raising young families, stating that “Evansville has all the qualities of an idyllic Midwest town.”  At a meeting of the Wisconsin Historic Preservation Review Board that I attended a few years ago, a Board member that resided in Evansville stated that our community was very comfortable with itself, knowing and content with its identity.

Our city has stayed focused on community building, maintaining and growing citizen connections and relationships.  Fifteen years ago, Evansville Community Partnership was formed with the specific mission of community building.  During the recent recession, residents voted to spend scarce tax dollars to restore Lake Leota.  According to the recent city survey, an astounding 99% of residents use Leonard-Leota Park at least once yearly.  The Park is the most important gathering place in our city.  Also during the recession Evansville citizens, organizations, and businesses financed the construction of Creekside Place, the vibrant “living/family room” of our community.

There are many opportunities through a multitude of local activities to “connect” with neighbors and friends.  Listed below is a sampling of upcoming events and programming.  There are many others that are not listed.  I encourage you to attend and support those that engage your interest.  Volunteer effort is usually behind these activities; your participation supports their work. 

APRIL
· 22, Green Gardner Series by John Gishnock, “Composting Simplified,” Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:30 p.m.
· 23, Presentation by UW Professor Dr. R. Bruce Allison, “Wisconsin’s Famous and Historic Trees,” Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:30 p.m.
· 24, Thirteenth Annual Energy Fair, Evansville Fieldhouse, 340 Fair Street, 4:30-8:00 p.m.
· 25-Community Meal, hosted by St. John’s Lutheran, St. Paul Catholic, Oak Grove, Cooksville Lutheran, United Methodist, and Congregational United Churches, 312 South Third Street (St. John’s), 1l:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

MAY
· 1-3, Evansville High School 50th Musical Anniversary Weekend, “Cinderella” performances, Alumni Cabaret, Alumni Receptions, Evansville Performing Arts Center, 640 South Fifth Street.
· 2, Community Bird Watching Walk, Leonard-Leota Park Upper Shelter, 7:00 a.m.
· 8, Sixth Annual Art Crawl, Downtown Evansville, 5:00-8:30 p.m.
· 9, Evansville Home Talent Baseball Jays Opener, Leonard-Leota Park, 6:00 p.m.
· 13, Evansville High School Honors and Awards Night, 7:00 p.m.
· 17, Evansville Jays Baseball vs. McFarland, Leonard-Leota Park, 1:00 p.m.
· 20, Evansville High School Scholarship Night, 7:00 p.m.
· 25, Memorial Day Parade and Rally in the Alley.
· 28, Book-to-Movie Club, “The Fault in Our Stars” by John Green, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:00 p.m.

JUNE
· 6, Rock County Dairy Breakfast, Larson Acres.
· 6, Veterans Memorial Aquatic Center Opening, Leonard-Leota Park, 1:00 p.m.
· 7, Evansville High School Graduation, 2:00 p.m.
· 8, Evansville Little League Opening Day.
· 15, Swimming Lessons begin at Veterans Memorial Aquatic Center.
· 26, Friends of Eager Free Public Library Ice Cream Social.

JULY
· 2-5, Fourth of July Festival.
· 4, Fourth of July Run/Walk.
· 10-12, 17-18, Evansville Community Theatre presentations of “The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe,” Evansville Performing Arts Center, 640 South Fifth Street.
· 25, Evansville High School Class of 1970 Reunion, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.
· 31, Eager Free Public Library Gently Used Book Sale.
· 31 (also Aug. 1), Garage Sales Days.

AUGUST
· 1 (also July 31), Garage Sales Days.
· 11, Evansville Night Out, Leonard-Leota Park.

SEPTEMBER
· 1, First Day of School.
· 15, Chamber of Commerce Golf Outing, Evansville Golf Club.
· 18, Ladies Night Out, Downtown Evansville.
· 25-26, Evansville High School Homecoming Festivities.
· 25-26, Evansville High School Class of 1965 Reunion.

Community Announcements

The yard waste drop-off site on Water Street is now open for the season.  Hours are Wednesday evenings from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

The long-awaited painting of the East Main Street water tower is scheduled to begin in the next couple of weeks.  The work is expected to take about six weeks. 

Community Thanks

Evansville thanks the Week of the Young Child Committee for organizing the youth art on display in our local businesses and the popular Family Fun Night.
