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Laurels

Many of you may know of the recent recognition by NerdWallet of Evansville as the “Top Place for Young Families in Wisconsin.” 

NerdWallet is a consumer advocacy website that offers personal financial advice. The site evaluated 143 communities in Wisconsin with more than 5,000 residents.  Data from the 2013 U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey were used in the analyses of home affordability, growth and prosperity, family friendliness, and educational quality.  Ranking of other nearby communities include Mount Horeb at #6, Oregon at #21, Stoughton at #49, Verona at #64, Milton at #73, Edgerton at #84, Middleton at #89, and Madison at #114.

In its comments about Evansville, NerdWallet stated:  “Evansville is the smallest community in the top 10, but it has a lot of qualities that bigger towns may envy.  With its blend of affordability (median home values of $163,400 and 20% below the top 10 average), family friendliness (families with children under 18 make up 31.3% of households), and its beautifully restored downtown, Evansville has all of the qualities of an idyllic Midwest town.”

This wonderful honor for Evansville is the result of years of concerted effort and hard work by hundreds of people. Bravo, Evansville!

These types of recognition don’t just happen—there are underlying programs and projects that have augmented and buttressed community assets such as those highlighted by NerdWallet.  Evansville has recently received other positive recognitions.  

Evansville Community School District recently scored strongly among area schools in the annual Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction report card, with an overall accountability rating of exceeds expectations.  Evansville High School was designated a National Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of Education.  

The Evansville Grove Society was presented with the 2014 Ruben Gold Thwaites Trophy by the Wisconsin Historical Society, the highest award given to local historical societies for their community contributions.  There are nearly 400 local historical societies in Wisconsin.

A number of local historic restorations have received awards and recognitions from the Wisconsin Trust for Historic Preservation, Madison Trust for Historic Preservation, Wisconsin Historical Society, and Grove Society.

Evansville Police Department received Wisconsin Law Enforcement Accreditation Group (WILEAG) accreditation, the smallest department in Wisconsin to receive the designation.  Accreditation is focused on daily use of best practices.

Evansville Water & Light Utility has received positive news about re-designation as an American Public Power Association RP3 (Reliable Public Power Provider) utility.  Specifics will be shared soon.  184 utilities, less than 10% of U.S. public power utilities, hold this designation, which exemplifies routine use of best practices in the delivery of power.

A UW-Extension Center for Land Use Education study on sustainable zoning codes in Wisconsin reported that Evansville was ranked second, behind Madison.  Forty communities were randomly selected from a list of communities with identified sustainability programs, such as the Wisconsin Energy Independent Communities, Eco-Municipalities, or Green Tier Legacy Charter, for the study.

Evansville citizens have strongly supported significant community improvements.

During the recent recession, residents of Evansville voted by more than two to one to restore Lake Leota with scarce city tax dollars.  In our 2014 resident survey, 99% of city residents reported they use Leonard-Leota Park at least once a year.

Hundreds of citizens and businesses provided financial support in the midst of a deep recession to accomplish construction of Creekside Place, a busy, vital center of community activity.

The business community has also been dynamic, with more than 50 businesses established and expansions or additional investments by 20+ existing businesses in the last nine years.

There is a television ad running during the current NCAA basketball tournament that features a retired basketball player reclining on a hammock made from the cut nets of his various tournament wins and championships.  He talks about resting on his laurels.

I am proud of our many accomplishments—they are part of the fabric of our community.  However, we can and should become better.  Resting on laurels means complacency and stagnation.  The past several years the Common Council has committed to over-arching goals for city service that include continuous improvement and a drive for excellence.

Some of the future efforts for improving Evansville are to address long-term school district facility needs; complete the long-planned public library expansion to provide 21st century technology resources, house community historical assets, artwork, and other sensitive items in appropriate climate-controlled space, and provide currently-lacking small community meeting rooms; continue upgrading and improving infrastructure; foster additional economic development through efforts such as collaborating with the new Highway 14/County M property owner on emerging opportunities and implementing the Allen Creek & North Union Street Redevelopment Master Plan; develop and implement a master plan for West Side Park; undertake necessary revision of the city zoning code; and enhance our collaboration with the National Park Service and the Ice Age Trail Alliance to complete the Ice Age Trail through Evansville.

We should be proud of and celebrate our accomplishments.  Let’s briefly pause and reflect on our efforts, and then let’s begin the work of becoming better.

Community Announcements

The Spring Election will be held on Tuesday, April 7, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  The polling place for the City of Evansville is Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  Town of Union residents vote at the Fire Station, 425 Water Street.

Weather permitting, the first curb-side yard waste pick-up is scheduled for the week of April 6 through April 10.  All yard waste should be bagged or put in containers and placed on the terrace.  Brush should be in 6-foot lengths and stacked on the terrace parallel to the curb.  Do not rake yard waste into the gutter.

Community Thanks  

Evansville thanks the Lions Club for another successful pancake breakfast fundraiser and their long-time support for Boy Scout Troop 514.

Our community thanks the Knights of Columbus for hosting the Evansville Easter Egg Hunt and visit by the Easter Bunny.  


