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Infrastructure in Evansville

The Evansville Common Council has identified three overarching goals in providing City services.  They are to support and champion a high quality of life, maintain and enhance City infrastructure, and provide top-notch customer service with a continuous drive for improvement and excellence. 

There is much current discussion about the economic importance of infrastructure at the federal and state levels.  The Wisconsin Transportation Fund is front and center as work gets underway on the biennial State budget.  President Obama’s 6th State of the Union address included a challenge to the U.S. Congress to invest in American infrastructure repairs and construction, stating that “Twenty-first century businesses need 21st century infrastructure. . .” 

The City has worked diligently to maintain and improve local infrastructure.  The City Auditor’s Report from December 31, 2005 reported capital assets, net of related debt, at $12,074,724.  The most recent completed City Audit is dated December 31, 2013 and reported capital assets, net of related debt, at $22,513,488.  In eight years we increased our net capital assets by 86.5%.  Capital assets include infrastructure, buildings, land, and equipment.  The Audits state that net assets over time are a useful indicator of a government’s financial position; increases or decreases over time are one indicator of whether its financial health is increasing or decreasing.

The Audits also looked at capital assets net of accumulated depreciation.  The 2005 Audit showed capital investment net of accumulated depreciation in the amount of $19,571,404; in the 2013 Audit it was $38,072,520.  In eight years we increased our capital investments net of accumulated depreciation by 94.5%.

The number of capital investments since January 2006 shows the City’s commitment to infrastructure, building, and equipment maintenance and improvements.  Facilities projects were numerous.  The current Public Works building on South Madison Street was purchased and remodeled to bring the department to one location.  The second floor of City Hall was remodeled, the building was reroofed, tuck pointed, and new sidewalk, steps, and landscaping were installed.  The new Fire Station was constructed.  The former Fire Station was purchased by the City and was remodeled for the Police Department.  This action met the goal of moving the Police Station to a central downtown location.  

The current Youth Center facility was renovated and activities were relocated to be next to the middle school.  The Dean Center was remodeled and EMS was moved into the building.  The Water & Light Department increased garage facilities and added a meeting/training room.  The Police Department/EMS Garage was constructed.  

A columbarium was purchased and installed at Maple Hill Cemetery.  With the collaboration of the high school trades class, new bathrooms were constructed at Countryside, Leonard-Leota, and West Side Parks.  The Post Office building was purchased for the future library addition.  The Bauer property on East Main Street was acquired for future implementation of the Allen Creek & North Union Street Redevelopment Master Plan.  A shelter at West Side Park, collaborating with the high school trades class, is currently under construction.  The tennis and basketball courts at Leonard-Leota Park will be rebuilt this year.

Much equipment was also replaced or upgraded.  Street lights were upgraded to energy efficient LED fixtures throughout the City.  New “Welcome to Evansville” entrance signs and wayfinding signs were installed.  New playground equipment was installed at Franklin Park and West Side Park. (This year’s budget includes replacement of the swing at Brzezinski Park.)  Energy efficient heating and lighting upgrades were made to the Public Works facility.  Lift station and well pumps were replaced with highly efficient variable frequency drive models.  New police squads replaced older vehicles and a new ambulance was acquired. Two new plow trucks were purchased.  A field mower was purchased for the soccer fields at West Side Park. A new bucket truck with greater extension, neighborhood electric vehicle, street sweeper, and wheel loader are equipment additions.  A significant computer network upgrade is underway throughout the City.  An advanced metering initiative for water and light customers will occur later this year.    

Infrastructure projects have been significant and many.  Here is a sampling:  Main Street reconstruction from First Street to Maple Street, including Wisconsin Department of Transportation Enhancement Grant of $398,000 for brick restoration and City bike trailways; repaving of County Highway C from First Street west and north to the City limits; Madison Street road construction project from the Park entrance to the south end of the City; transportation improvements at the Water Street intersection with South Madison Street; bridge replacement on East Main Street; Garfield Avenue reconstruction; Main Street stormwater project between Fourth and Fifth Street; Maple Street improvements and repaving; stormwater project at Badger Drive and Higgins; stormwater improvement project on South Sixth Street; Highway M infrastructure installation; parking lot at West Side Park; dredging of Lake Leota; ongoing creek wall restoration along Allen Creek; new Marsh Road substation; wastewater treatment plant upgrade with installation of 100 kW wind turbine; and numerous electric line improvements, including Old 92 and Territorial Road projects, as well as a multi-year urban rebuild that buries overhead lines.  Interior and exterior cleaning and painting of the East Main Street water tower has been bid and will occur this year.  Fourth Street reconstruction from Main Street to Lincoln Street is scheduled for this summer.

Quality infrastructure, equipment, and facilities are necessary to accommodate desired economic and population growth.  The City has been aggressive in applying for state and federal grants, and was successful in obtaining more than $5 million in grants for local projects since 2006.  Grant monies were especially critical to projects occurring during the recession.   

The City’s dedication to maintaining and improving our capital resources will continue into the future.  We have much old infrastructure that needs replacement.  The above lists will continue to grow.

Community Announcements

An Evansville Community Blood Drive will be held on Thursday, February 12, 2015 from noon to 6:00 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  For an appointment call 1-800-RED CROSS.  Walk-ins are welcome.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Evansville Grove Society and Friends of Eager Free Public Library are commemorating the 150th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s 56th (and last) birthday with a showing of the movie “Lincoln”.  The event will be held at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 12.  The evening will be facilitated by Peter Skelly, President of the Rock County Civil War Round Table and Past President of the Lincoln Fellowship of Wisconsin.

Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, is hosting a Valentine’s Day Dinner and Celebration prior to Chocolate Extravaganza on Saturday, February 14, from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  For additional information and reservations, call 882-0407.

Chocolate Extravaganza, the annual Evansville Fund fundraiser, will be held on Saturday, February 14, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 

On Saturday, February 21, the Creekside Place Indoor Market will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 102 Maple Street.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

Evansville congratulates Jay Hrdlicka for being selected as a recipient of the Tanks for Thanks reward program.  Jay’s dedicated work with our youth has been recognized as a truly outstanding contribution to our community.  Thank you, Jay!

Evansville thanks USWA Local 9435 for their generous donation to the Evansville Youth Center.  More than 25 local businesses, Evansville churches and organizations, and dozens of citizens have also contributed cash, in-kind supplies, and volunteer services to strengthen and enhance the programming and activities of the Youth Center.  The Center is a valuable resource for our middle school students and families.
