Mayor’s Column for the December 2, 2015 Edition of the Evansville Review


Promoting Entrepreneurship

One of the six economic development goals of the newly updated Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan is to promote entrepreneurship.  49.5% of respondents to the city survey conducted in 2014 identified encouraging new businesses by nurturing entrepreneurship as the area of greatest emphasis for the City.  (21.8% felt the City should focus first on recruiting businesses from other municipalities, 21.4% stated that the City should focus on retaining and expanding existing businesses, with the remainder giving a variety of answers.  In a thriving community all of the main facets of economic development receive attention, as I indicated in a mayor’s article on local business development early this year.)

An upcoming action item at Council is approval for and appointment of an ad hoc committee on entrepreneurism that will be a sub-committee of the City economic development committee.  The ad hoc committee will consider ways to foster and support start-up businesses in Evansville. 

In my earlier column about business development, I listed businesses that had opened since the beginning of 2006, indicating that it was incomplete.  Below is an updated list following additional research.  I am certain that this compilation is still incomplete.  One reason is that the City does not register local businesses.  There are businesses in operation of which we are unaware because they do not need rezoning, conditional use permits, etc.  There are likely a number of home-based businesses that we are not catching.  There are a number of local artists that are not included in this list.  Similarly, we often do not have the exact date that a business opened.  In the past, the economic development committee has discussed requiring local business registration with the Chamber.  City staffing changes and the priority of completing the Smart Growth Update shelved the concept.  The committee should again explore the benefits of registration for the valuable local economic information it would provide. 

With the best information currently available, here are the Evansville area businesses that have opened in the last ten years:  Formecology, XRG Analytics, Allen Creek Gallery, Token Creek Alpaca, The Grooming Room, Sarah & Company, Evansville Health Club, Allegiance Carpet & Upholstery, Utzig Carstar, Real Coffee at Daun, Evansville Tire Center, ProSpine Chiropractic, Bridget’s Family Bakery, Blooms, CompUWiz, Wellness Physical Therapy, Double D Builders, Mama Rita’s, Griffin Enterprises, Das Hund Haus, Fox and Hound, Midwest Hop & Beer Analysis, Johnson Seed & Feed, Love on a Leash, The Dancing Lamb, Evansville Arcade, Palate Pleasers, Farmers Insurance, Grove Quilt Company, Running with Scissors, Dr. Allison Becker, Good Grief Printing, The Vintage Roost, Fancy Farm Girl, Shawn Miller Construction, Grove Retreat, Retirement Income Strategies, Rising Star Dance Academy,  Infinity Martial Arts, Black Thistle Gunsmithing, Healing Tree Massage, True Nature Yoga, Core Physical Therapy, Weiss Realty, Boarders Inn & Suites, The Heights at Evansville Manor, Edward Jones, Varesi’s Auto Repair, Phillips Contracting, Dot Design, E’ville Spirits, Choice Building Systems, Wausau Homes, Indulge, Flying A.J.’s Towing, Evansville Electric, ECS Midwest, Salon Escape, Farmhouse Fabrics, Hurley Realty, Blu’s Froyo Shoppe, DeBroux Café, C & T Auto Sales, and Vintage Workshop. 

Some existing businesses were purchased by new owners:  Blue Devil Bowl, Main Street Cafe, Urban Exchange, Sebring Restaurant, Beau Tway American Family Insurance, Sew Many Threads, Greenwoods State Bank, Maple Grove Family Dental, Golz Electric, Grams Insurance, and Roethe Krohn Roethe LLC.

Businesses that have opened and closed in the last ten years are:  North Prairie Productions, All Game Taxidermy, Phillips Photo Studio, Main Street Motors, Kristy’s Party Place, Movie Emporium, Windmill Antiques, The Black Sheep, Surf4Ink, Dollarland, Inside Out Expressions, NShape, Custom Rides Auto Body, Free Market Organics, Sugar River Motors, Angus House, The Attic Window,  Evansville Furniture, Big Sweeties Pet Supply, Le Ble Bakery, Modeluno Photography, EZ Financial Group, La Trattoria, Paul Revere’s Pizza, KTB Express, Brown School Cafe, Gene’os, and Academy of Sound. A few businesses opened and for various reasons moved from the City, including Integrated Art, White Birch Barn, DLG Naturals, and Artful Gourmet.  

The Kauffman Foundation reports that just 46% of start-ups with employees last five years. Our local stats look considerably better. 

The National Bureau of Economic Research reports that business start-ups are responsible for nearly all of U.S. net job growth every year (total job gains minus total job losses).  There are over one hundred businesses listed in this column, in a ten year span that included a serious recession.  The entrepreneurial culture in our community is remarkable and the new ad hoc committee will provide guidance on how to enhance and grow this economic environment.

Community Announcements

Winter alternate side street parking is now in effect.  Determine the date at 1:00 a.m.; if it is an even date, your auto should be parked on the even side of the street at 1:00 a.m.; if it is an odd date at 1:00 a.m., your vehicle should be parked on the odd side of the street at 1:00 a.m. Winter parking is enforced from 1:00 to 7:00 a.m.  This information is available on the City website.

Property tax bills should be mailed in the next week.  Tax payments are made at the Rock County Treasurer’s office in Janesville, not at Evansville City Hall.

Community Thanks

[bookmark: _GoBack]Evansville thanks the local bakers that donated pies for the Friends of the Library Thanksgiving fundraiser.  The apple pie I purchased was the best I have ever eaten! The crust was sublime and the apple filling with the cinnamon layer was outstanding.  I often brag about the amazing cooks in Evansville.
