Mayor’s Column for the November 4, 2015 Edition of the Evansville Review


Fall 2015 at City Hall

The past weeks have been busy at City Hall.  2016 budget preparation, technology improvements, updating the smart growth comprehensive plan, and school visits are among the many activities occurring.  

The public hearing and action on the 2016 city budget will occur at the November 10th Common Council meeting at City Hall, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  The proposed budget results in a mill rate of $6.74 per $1000 of taxable property for the city portion of your property tax.  This mill rate has steadily decreased from 2009, when the mill rate was $6.95.  The city mill rate is low in comparison to many surrounding municipalities of our size.  We have a healthy general fund balance and we keep our general obligation debt below 50% of allowed capacity.  We maintain an A+ bond rating with Standard & Poor’s Ratings Agency.  We are in strong financial shape.  We encourage residents to attend the public hearing on the budget with comments. 

The Common Council will hold a special meeting on Thursday, November 12, at 6:30 p.m.  There will be a public hearing and expected action on the state-required, ten-year update to the City of Evansville Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan.  The proposed update is the result of two years of work, including a city-wide survey conducted by UW-Oshkosh, visual preference survey, and other public input.  Information from our residents is incorporated throughout the draft plan.  City committees have reviewed and edited the draft.  

The draft Plan can be found on the city website at www.ci.evansville.wi.gov.  It provides a clear vision for our community:  a vibrant, growing city with an excellent quality of life.  The Council encourages your comments and insights at the scheduled public hearing. 

A major technology upgrade throughout city departments, completed over the past year, was necessary prior to beginning the city-wide Advanced Metering Initiative.  Among the improvements were installation of a new server, replacement of more than twenty Windows XP computers, and various new or updated software.  Specific software is currently being tested before full roll-out of the metering project in the coming weeks.  The Initiative involves replacement and associated data input of all electric and water utility customer meters.  This project is a major undertaking.

Nine classes of third grade students toured City Hall and participated in question and answer sessions with their mayor in the Council Chambers.  In the last ten years, 77 classes have visited.  In that time, one class was unable to make it because of miserable weather on the days of the scheduled and then rescheduled field trips. 

The students are always intrigued by the old jail, the walk-in safe, and the Council Chambers/Courtroom.  Some of their questions are surprising and also amusing.  This year I was asked how long I’ve been mayor.  When I responded since 2006, a student told me that was the year she was born.  I was asked if I have a security detail.  A student wanted to know why there was so much construction going on Evansville.

I was asked if I know everyone in Evansville.  I explained that there are 5,135 people in Evansville, and I know many people, but not over 5,000.  A student asked how many mayors are in Wisconsin. I told of a 2010 report stating that there are 181 mayors in Wisconsin, 22 of them women.

A student inquired about a map of possible future sewer service areas hanging on the wall.  We had a great discussion about city planning.  I showed them the maps residents had dotted with post-it notes indicating their wants and dislikes in Evansville.  Post-its included “electric vehicle charging stations,” “add a dog park,” “needs more trees,” “more restaurants,” and “more bike paths.”   The students enjoyed the conversation via post-its, “Kwik Trip,” “No Kwik Trip,” “Kwik Trip,” and “No Kwik Trip.”

Through the years, a couple of questions also stood out.  Do I ride to work in a limousine? Can only women be mayors? What is that piece of equipment? (An IBM Selectric typewriter used occasionally for forms.)  The annual student visits are enjoyable and a great opportunity for our youth to understand/experience local government in action.

The coming months will continue to be busy.  In 2016 the metering initiative will continue, another street project is planned, the city will work on a new website, park planning for West Side Park and Leonard-Leota Park will commence, and re-accreditation of the Police Department will be undertaken.  These are just some of the scheduled projects. 

Evansville will celebrate the 150th anniversary of incorporation as a municipality next year.  We are fortunate to be a growing community with lots of activity.  We are receiving recognition as a great place to live.  Much effort is expended by many on behalf of our city—we are fortunate.

Community Announcements

There is an aldermanic opening for District #2.  Alderwoman Chery Fuchs is moving out of our community in mid-November.  Residents in District #2 interested in appointment to this vacancy are asked to submit a signed letter of interest to City Clerk Judy Walton at City Hall prior to November 10.  The appointment by the Common Council will be from December until April 2016.  A new two-year term for this aldermanic seat will be on the April 5, 2016 ballot.  Interested candidates will need to declare candidacy and circulate nominating papers beginning December 1, 2015.

Please rake only leaves into the gutter for city pick-up.  Garden debris and sticks can damage city equipment.

Garden waste and sticks/branches can be delivered to the yard waste facility on Water Street.  Hours are Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. through November 21.

Park bathrooms are in the process of being winterized and will be closed until spring. 

The Park Board will consider closing the park to vehicular traffic for the winter at its November 9 meeting at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall.

Help us find that elusive photo of the stone fireplace in the upper park.  Check with family and friends during your holiday gatherings.  The city wants to restore the fireplace—there is certain to be a former Girl Scout Day Camp attendee or an EHS alum that has a photo that would provide valuable information to us.

Community Activities

· November 5, Presentation entitled “Oral History – Conducting Veteran Interviews” by Chuck Bailey, a veteran and genealogist.  Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:00 p.m.  Sponsored by the Evansville Grove Society.
· November 7, AWARE Koats for Kids distribution, 9:00 a.m. to noon, 209 South First Street.
· November 7, EHS Senior Project, Blue Devil Farm to Table Dinner, Larson Acres, 18218 West Highway 59, 4:30 p.m.
· November 10, AWARE Koats for Kids distribution, noon to 5:00 p.m., 209 South First Street.
· November 11, Veteran’s Day Program, EHS Gymnasium, 640 South Fifth Street, 9:30 a.m.  Public invited.
· November 11, Evansville Area Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:30 p.m.  Discussion of “Beer Business,” with Rick Cole, Tom Calley, and Keith Hennig.
· November 12, AWARE Koats for Kids distribution, noon to 5:00 p.m., 209 South First Street.
· November 13, Euchre Party, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:30 p.m.
· November 17, Big Read Book Discussion, “My Antonia” by Willa Cather, 10:30 a.m., Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street.
· November 19, Book To Movie Club, 6:00 p.m., Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street. Featured is Mockingjay, Part 1.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]November 20-21, Olde Fashioned Christmas in Downtown Evansville.  Holiday festivities Friday, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., and Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
· November 21, St. John’s Annual Holiday Bazaar, 312 South Third Street, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
· November 21, Indoor Farmers Market, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.
· November 25, Friends of Eager Free Public Library Pie Sale, 39 West Main Street, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Appreciation/Thanks

Our community thanks the Evansville Fire District for their assistance in enhancing the safety of our youth during Trick or Treat hours last Saturday evening.

City staff greatly appreciated the tasty lunch cookout hosted by the Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors.
