Mayor’s Column for the November 18, 2015 Edition of the Evansville Review


Retirement

I am announcing my retirement as your mayor as of April of next year.  I have submitted the notification of noncandidacy paperwork to Judy Walton, City Clerk.

My decision is bittersweet.  My passion for Evansville is well-known.  It has been my distinct honor to serve and represent you for the past ten years.  I have deeply appreciated your support of my leadership.  I have worked each day to the best of my knowledge and ability for the betterment of our community.

I cannot overstate my gratitude to our hardworking, dedicated City staff.  It has been my privilege to work with them.  They have persevered through the Great Recession, Act 10, and the stresses resulting from many staff retirements.  I am proud of the many substantial City accomplishments.  Evansville is visibly different because of many community improvements.

In the decade I have been mayor, the makeup of the Common Council has changed completely.  A new UW-Milwaukee study reports that the average tenure for local elected officials is 5.6 years.  It has been my pleasure to work with all of the City alders through the years.  Each of them has been committed to putting the best interests of our community at the forefront of decision-making.  We are fortunate that our councils have been forthright, collegial, and productive.  There are Wisconsin municipalities that have experienced dysfunctional, confrontational, and gridlocked governing bodies; these communities were not well-served.

I extend heartfelt thanks to my family.  They have provided unwavering support for and understanding of the demands of public service.  They have been sounding boards.  They have been cheerleaders, giving encouragement when necessary, and occasionally, providing shoulders to lean on.  (And yes, John has been my chauffeur and bodyguard.)  My family believes in the value of public service and each member has undertaken their own community service.  I have been blessed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Last week was eventful at City Hall.  A solid City budget for 2016 was adopted by the Council.  The visionary Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan Update was approved at a special Council meeting on Thursday night.  It is an excellent, public-driven document, two years in the making, that will serve and guide our city well in the future.

City business will continue as usual—even as some transition activities begin as April approaches.  The coming weeks and months will be busy.  A top priority is the selection of a new EMS Coordinator.  Implementation of the Evansville Water & Light Advanced Metering Initiative will ramp up.  The certification process of Ice Age Trail within the City will begin shortly.  Revision of the City zoning code will commence.  Planning will get underway for the 2016 overhaul of the City website.

Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families, neighbors, and friends! The holidays are times for gratitude, caring, giving, and good spirit.  Evansville is rich with these attributes.  Enjoy, and pay them forward!

City Reminders/Announcements

Reminder—the City yard waste facility will close for the season at the end of this Saturday’s hours of 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Garden debris, tree branches, and trimmings should be taken to the yard waste site.  Only leaves should be raked into the gutter.

Reminder—winter alternate side street parking goes into effect November 30 and will continue until April 1.  Specifics can be found on the City website at www.ci.evansville.wi.gov.  Click on City Services and go to Public Parking.

As you consider your year-end tax planning, please consider contributing to the many local organizations that benefit and enrich our community.

City Happenings

November 20, Art Exhibition Opening Reception, Artist-Mary Koehl, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

November 20-21, Olde Fashioned Christmas in Downtown Evansville, 5:00-8:00 p.m. on Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday.

November 21, St. John’s Annual Holiday Bazaar, 312 South Third Street, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

November 21, EHS Big Band Bash, EHS Commons, 640 South Fifth Street, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.

November 25, Friends of Eager Free Public Library Pie Sale, 39 West Main Street, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

November 25, Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, Oak Grove Church, 101 West Church Street, 7:00 p.m.  Pie social following the service.

November 28, Small Business Saturday.  Please consider shopping local.

December 3, Grove Society Holiday Party, Presentation of “Hidden History:  Autograph Books and Other History Gold Mines” by Nathan Fuller, Education Curator for the Rock County Historical Society, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:00 p.m.

December 4, AWARE Love Light Tree Lighting Ceremony, Grange Mall, 33 West Main Street, 6:00 p.m.

December 5, Holiday Craft Fair, J.C. McKenna Middle School, 307 South First Street, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m..

December 5, EHS Madrigal Dinner and Royal Wedding, High School Commons, 640 South Fifth Street, 6:00 p.m.  Additional information at ehsmadrigaldinner@gmail.com.

December 6, Ecumenical Christmas Concert, Evansville United Methodist Church, 21 South Madison Street, 7:00 p.m.

December 14, Beer School 404, Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street, 6:30 p.m. 

Evansville Thanks

Evansville thanks our veterans for their service.  The School District Veterans Day community ceremony to honor our veterans was greatly appreciated. 

Our city thanks Cheryl Fuchs for her service as alderwoman.  We extend our best wishes as she settles into her new Janesville home.





  




