Mayor’s Column for the September 24, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review
Planning for Evansville
I am grateful when I have the opportunity to spend time skimming through on-line planning information in my bulging e-mail inbox.  Late last week I read about a recently-released national on-line survey conducted by Harris Poll for the American Planning Association.  The survey was entitled “Investing in Place” and targeted one-half millennial and one-half active boomer respondents.  Comparisons of the two generations’ ideas about community development were a focus of the survey.  Details of “Investing in Place” can be found at www.planning.org. 
The results found that “there is more commonality than conflict in what millennials and active boomers are seeking from a community.”  Both groups want many of the same things, including transportation options, walkable communities, technology-enabled cities, safe streets, and housing to allow aging in place.  

A significant finding of the survey was that adults have lost confidence in the national economy.  68% of respondents believe the U.S. economy is fundamentally flawed, and that the path to prosperity lies in building up local communities—not through recruiting companies, but by concentrating on the basic elements of desirable places to live. Quality of place improvements such as parks, community vitality, connectedness, and health initiatives are seen as a new “economics of place” that is essential to local economic development and growth.

One question asked was about growing the local economy.  Here was the question:  “Some feel the best way to grow the economy is to recruit companies to the area.  Others feel it is to invest in local schools, transportation choices, walkable areas and making the area as attractive as possible.  Which is closer to your belief?”  74% of the millennial respondents believe that investments in schools and community features is the best investment; 26% feel business recruitment is best.  60% of active boomers believe community investments are best for growing the local economy; 40% believe in business recruitment.  The combined result was 65% of respondents believe that community amenity and school investments are the best avenue to local economic development; 35% believe that the best local economic development activity is recruiting business to the area.

Walkability is very important.  Only 8% of millennials and 7% of active boomers prefer living in a community that requires driving to most places.

The executive summary of the survey states that “Quality neighborhoods blending access, amenities and affordability need to drive local economic development actions.”  It points out that “Local leaders face the challenge of devising policies that boost affordability while investing more in key local assets.”

Some of this information is not new to Evansville.  When Ady Voltedge completed the retail market analysis for Evansville a few years ago, they pointed out that we needed to continue our efforts to revitalize our downtown and improve community amenities in order to be attractive to business site selectors.  Businesses want excellent quality of life for their employees.
The decision to locate Creekside Place in the downtown improved walkability for the many community activities that occur in the facility.  The city support for relocation of the post office in the center of the community enhances walkability.  The future library expansion will provide additional walkable activities and community enhancement.

Resident interest in additional recreational resources was strongly indicated during public input into the new park and recreation plan and the recent city-wide survey for the update to the smart growth plan.
Citizens will voice their views on school district investments at the ballot box in November.  Needed educational improvements have been identified and prioritized for voter consideration.
Discussions about inadequate technology in rural Wisconsin are hugely important to Evansville.  Regional collaboration is necessary for successful solution.
Evansville is viewed as a progressive community; we are seen as being forward-thinking.  If we don’t move forward we are falling behind.  

Flexibility is required in a constantly changing environment.  As we continue work on our smart growth comprehensive plan update, we will need to study information such as the “Investing in Place” survey to shape a plan that is progressive, flexible, and reflects our residents’ vision for Evansville.  We encourage your participation in upcoming opportunities for public input. 
Community Information
This Friday evening, September 26, WE3, Women Encouraging Evansville Entrepreneurs, and the Evansville Chamber are collaborating to bring you the second annual Savor, Shop, & Stroll Ladies Night Out event up and down Main Street.  Share an evening of treasure-hunting (shopping) and enjoyment with friends and family.  For additional information call 882-5131 or go to www.evansvillechamber.org. 

Saturday, September 27, the Evansville Police Department will host a drug drop-off disposal and collection event from 8-11 a.m. at the Police Department, 10 West Church Street.  Drop off your unused and expired prescription and over-the-counter drugs for proper disposal.  This is a “2-fer”, keeping drugs out of reach of youth and out of our groundwater.  Bring them in original containers; you can black out personal information.  Sharps will be collected, but only if in a registered sharps container.  We do not accept sharps in our 24-hour drop box.  BASE (Building A Safer Evansville) is a sponsor of this event.
The Creekside Health Fair will be held Wednesday, October 1, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 102 Maple Street.  Learn about medical prevention and care, community services, and home safety and efficiency improvements.  

Community Congratulations/Thanks
Our community congratulates the Evansville Community School District for its #1 ranking in Rock County in the annual Wisconsin school district report card.  Evansville is the only County district that exceeded expectations for student achievement.  From a district alumnus, GO BIG BLUE!

Special thanks to Evansville Municipal Service Department staff for their assistance in transporting the Gibbs historic backdrop at various times and locations in recent weeks.  An unusual community treasure, measuring an unwieldy 12 feet by 30 feet and weighing approximately 150 pounds, it was moved from City Hall to the Middle School, to the High School, to Creekside Place, and then into storage.  The restored backdrop will next star in the Evansville Sesquicentennial pageant in 2016.
