Mayor’s Column for the September 15, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review
Ball Diamond Renovation
Late last Wednesday afternoon, the City Municipal Services Superintendent placed a stop-work order on lower ball diamond renovation activities at Leonard-Leota Park.  There has been community consternation; there has been City concern.

At the end of the Park Board meeting last Monday night, it was learned that an underground irrigation system had been installed at the ball diamond.  The Park Board had no prior knowledge of the sprinkler system.  Upon further investigation on Tuesday and Wednesday, it was determined that our Municipal Services Committee likewise had no knowledge and had not discussed or approved this installation.  The stop-work order was placed to prevent further unapproved renovation activity.

The City supports the renovation of the ball diamond.  When the proposal was made to improve the safety of the diamond for our youth by relocating it away from the road, making a better playing surface, moving bleachers, moving the outfield fence, and moving and possibly replacing the backstop, it was approved.  Unfortunately, a number of changes have been made to the original proposal, some that are significant and have happened without the knowledge and approval of the City.  Also, some of the information that City officials and others have received has not been accurate.
An electronic scoreboard was not included as part of the original proposal.  Suddenly, the City heard that there was a new scoreboard with permanent donor advertising on it.  Our current sign ordinance, passed more than a decade ago, generally prohibits off-site business advertising in the City, and in parks without special approval of the Park Board and Common Council.  At its August meeting, the Historic Preservation Commission asked for additional information about electronic scoreboard options for its September 17th meeting.  Thirty-six hours after the August meeting, Channel 27 was in Evansville because it was told the scoreboard was turned down by the Preservation Commission.

Specific to the irrigation system, here are some of the items that needed to be addressed and discussed.  Because underground installation involved ground disturbance, the City needed approval from the State before work commenced, as is the case with many infrastructure projects.  Was the installation designed so that it can be driven on?  Just recently, the field was used for parking for Rock County National Night Out.  Three of the last four years, the field was the site of a car show during the Fourth of July activities.  Med Flight has landed on the field.  Is the system warrantied? Who will be responsible for maintenance or repairs? The cost of water?

We have stopped the renovation work and have asked that the volunteer group present a complete, fully-detailed plan for their project to our Municipal Service Department, Park Board, and Preservation Commission.  When a plan is jointly agreed upon, implementation will proceed according to the plan, with appropriate City oversight.

We appreciate the wonderful volunteers in our city.  However, it must be recognized that the City is the owner, has liability, and has procedures in place to ensure that all improvements on all city properties are appropriate and in the best interest of the entire city.  

We have a number of volunteer groups working on projects in our parks.  In addition to the ball diamond volunteers, a group of volunteers is forming to undertake restoration of Wind Prairie Park.  Volunteers are launching an organic community garden at West Side Park next spring.  Volunteers are developing the Peace Garden at Seminary Park.  Volunteers installed the disc golf course at Leonard-Leota Park.  The Evansville Jays undertake yearly park improvements.  SOLE has worked for years to promote Lake Leota projects.  A group is forming to return ice skating to Evansville.  Going forward, public-private partnerships will become increasingly important in accomplishing quality of life amenities in cities and villages as tax dollars become increasingly scarce.

Our residents spoke strongly of their desire for more options and better recreational facilities during the development of our new park plan.  The recent City-wide survey results reinforced that residents desire top-notch quality of life amenities.  We all need to work together with excellent communication to maximize community recreational resources.

Community Announcements
The public is invited to a reception honoring the Evansville Grove Society on Thursday, September 18, from 5:45 to 8 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  Ellsworth H. Brown, the Ruth and Hartley Barker Director of the Wisconsin Historical Society will present the Reuben Gold Thwaites Trophy to the Grove Society.  It is the highest honor awarded to a local historical society by the Wisconsin Historical Society.  The newly restored Ethel Gibbs backdrop will be on display, thanks to the efforts of the Blackhawk Questers.
The 2nd Annual Ladies Night Out in Evansville is scheduled for Friday, September 26th, from 5-8 p.m.  Registration information can be found at www.evansvillechamber.org or call 882-5131.
As fall approaches, residents are reminded that the last curb-side yard waste pick-up will occur the week of October 6-10.  Wednesday night hours for the yard waste facility will end on October 29.
Community Congratulations/Thanks
Evansville thanks the organizers and sponsors of the second annual Wheel Against the Weeds Bike Ride for their educational efforts and activities on invasive species in our County parks and rural areas.  The Ride will be held this Saturday, September 20.  Local sponsors include Formecology, Save Our Lake Environment (SOLE), Allen Realty, and Agrecol.
