Mayor’s Column for the July 2, 2014 Evansville Review
Things You Should Know
Your city staff and representatives are hard at work and there are a number of local projects imminent or on the horizon.  Here is up-to-date information on a variety of matters.

· The Evansville Post Office is not closing.  In 2007, the city purchased the post office property when it became available, anticipating a future library expansion at the location.  The city borrowed funds for the purchase and will make the final loan repayment in mid-2017.  The city extended the lease with the USPS until the end of 2017, and has been using the monthly post office rent to partially offset the loan payments.  Preliminary plans are underway to expand the library in 2018.

Business at the Evansville Post Office is increasing.  USPS is looking for an Evansville building of approximately 4,000 square feet with good road access, improved loading capability, adequate drive-through service, a customer-convenient central location, and 26 parking spaces for customers, staff, and delivery trucks.  The protocol for the USPS is to first look for an existing building, before working with developers on a new building.  Regional USPS representatives are at the beginning of the relocation process. 

· Nine semi-finalists for the city administrator/finance director position were selected at a special Common Council meeting last week.  Preliminary reference and background checks by recruitment consultant Steve Hintz of Oshkosh-based Public Administration Associates are being undertaken.  At the July 8 Common Council meeting, four to five finalists will be determined.  Finalist interviews will occur on July 18 and 19.  It is anticipated that we will have a new city administrator in place immediately following Labor Day.

· The city has received seventeen applications for the position of community development director.  The applications are currently being reviewed and interviews are planned for the week of July 7.
· The city has a new option available for burials at Maple Hill Cemetery.  A columbarium has been installed and niches are now available for purchase.  Additional information is available at City Hall.

· The East Main Street water tower cleaning and painting project has been bid.  The city received three bids and only one of the bids came in under budget.  The low bid was based on project work occurring in 2015.  The city decided to keep the project under budget, and is scheduling the project for next year.  It will include sandblasting and painting the interior and power-washing and two-color painting of the exterior.
· Restoration of the next portion of the Allen Creek walls will occur later this summer.  Work in the area of the spillways is expected to be completed.
· There are two resurfacing projects scheduled in the city this year, Maple Street and West Main Street around Fifth Street.  They are both scheduled for a start date in August.

· Final work on Garfield Avenue is expected to be completed and the project closed in August.  A punch list of items is currently being addressed.  Weather permitting, final paving will occur in the next few days.  Some of the grass still needs work.
· Stone cladding will be applied to the base of the Civil War cannon and installation of a City Hall sign on the front lawn will occur in coming weeks.
· Several citizens have inquired about the status of the planning for the Ice Age Trail through Rock County.  The National Park Service is currently contacting landowners along possible trail locations to determine likely footprints for a trail.  A preferred option is expected to be selected this fall and public open houses scheduled to share this information.  We remain hopeful that Evansville will be a desired stop on the trail.
· As we gather information for the 2015 Update to the Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation has supplied the latest information on Highway 14 from Oregon to Janesville.  A project to resurface Highway 14 from County M (Piggly Wiggly) east to Highway 51 is targeted for 2015 or possibly 2016.  It will include an east-bound by-pass lane at J. Lindemann Drive.  
Highway 14 from Oregon south to Highway 92 (Brooklyn) will be reconstructed as a 4-lane divided highway on a new alignment further to the west.  A second bridge will be constructed at the Highway 138 interchange in Oregon, a new interchange built at County A which will be about one-half mile west of the existing intersection, and a new interchange will be built at Highway 92.  Current Highway 14 in this area will become a town road.  The first year of construction is tentatively scheduled for 2018 and is expected to take 5 to 6 years.

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation currently has no plans to construct a Highway 14 by-pass around Evansville.

· 2015 city budget development is beginning.  City committees will be completing their five-year capital improvement budgets in July and August.  Focus will then turn to the operating budget.  With hard levy limits in place, “lean” is desired and necessary.  We routinely prepare and adopt balanced budgets, limiting new expenses to keep our participation in the state expenditure restraint program.  In 2014, the city expects to receive a payment of $45,954 for expenditure restraint.
Community Announcements
Please remember to exercise extra care during the holidays.  Be vigilant while driving as excited children may unexpectedly dart into your path.  Watch children carefully around water.  Be careful around fireworks.  Have a safe and enjoyable 4th of July weekend!
Curbside yard-waste pick-up occurs the first full week of the month.  July service will occur from July 7-11.  

On Thursday, July 3, at 10 a.m. there is a movie showing of “The Hunger Games” for grades 6-12 at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street.  The sequel, “The Hunger Games:  Catching Fire”, will be shown on Thursday, July 10, at 10 a.m.

AWARE’s Food for the Fourth food drive continues through July 12.  Collections are occurring at a number of locations throughout the community, including BMO Harris Bank, Greenwoods State Bank, Union Bank & Trust, and local churches.  The most needed items include canned meats, boxed dinners, cereal, canned fruits, peanut butter, jelly, and tuna.  Toiletries such as shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, bar soap, and other personal care items are also needed.

Community Thanks
Evansville thanks the Friends of Eager Free Public Library for their dedication and effort in presenting a successful 18th annual Ice Cream Social.  The funds raised by the Friends benefit our citizens by providing programming enrichment and facility enhancements.  Eager Free Public Library is a community treasure. 
