Mayor’s Column for the July 16, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review
Business Community Sustainability
In the past few weeks I have highlighted many of the environmental and energy efficiency efforts of our school district and our citizens that contribute to our community’s regional reputation for sustainability. 

Here are some of the substantial ways Evansville businesses contribute to our commitment to energy independence.

Business Community Initiatives

· Chamber of Commerce sponsored an information session on commercial energy efficiency incentives and programs.

· Evansville Chamber emphasizes buying local.

· There is active business participation on the Evansville Energy Independence Team.

· Participation of 19 local businesses in the Green Power for Business renewable energy purchase program.

· Renewable energy is part of our community’s tradition.   Evansville’s oldest manufacturer, Baker Manufacturing, produced windmills from the 1870s to 1950 that were installed around the world.  

· Local greenhouse uses photovoltaic solar and solar hot water in greenhouse operations.

· Local dairy farm and area furniture business use off-the-grid solar light tubes for lighting work areas.

· Local builder specializes in construction of Energy Star homes.

· Local entrepreneur sells mittens and aprons made from recycled clothing.

· Local business specializes in construction of rain gardens and sustainable landscaping and presents programs and seminars on these topics.

· Local company grows and distributes native plants and prairie seeds, pelletizing plant waste for use in heating their buildings.

· Local hardware store has an active recycling program, including used CFLs, small electronics, and batteries.

· Local engineering firm specializes in consulting on energy efficient building design.

· Local entrepreneur starts home-based international company, placing fair-trade organic products from Africa in stores in the United States.

· Local grocery store installs LED lighting in freezer and refrigeration units.

· Local auto dealership works with Focus on Energy during business expansion.

· Working with Focus on Energy, local manufacturer upgrades electrical system, saving more than $300,000 annually in energy costs.

· Local agricultural cooperative makes continuous improvements to rail-loading facility, investing in rail transportation, the most energy efficient method of moving agricultural products. 

· Local manufacturer includes energy efficient LED outdoor lighting as part of campus improvements.

· Local restaurant begins local sourcing of baked goods.

· Cluster of local entrepreneurs open Main Street home decorating shops featuring re-purposed vintage furniture, barn boards and architectural materials.
· Local shops offer resale items, supporting recycling of usable items.

· Cluster of local businesses form collective focused on personal health and wellness.

· Local commercial property owners undertake historic restorations of buildings.  The greenest building is one that is already built.
· Several local businesses are sponsoring the 2014 Wheel Against the Weeds on Saturday, September 20, 2014, an educational bike ride through Rock County calling attention to invasive species.  Stops include Gibbs Lake and Lake Leota. 
Evansville businesses recognize the value of energy efficiency, in their operations and to the environment.  Thank them for their support for sustainability!

Community Announcements
The Evansville Community Theatre presentation of “Little Shop of Horrors” continues this weekend with performances on Friday, July 18, at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, July 19, at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  The set design, cameo appearances, music, acting, puppetry, and script are lots of fun.  Our Community Theatre has been entertaining audiences for decades; support them by attending a performance!
The Railroad Show scheduled for this Saturday, July 19, at Creekside Place has been cancelled.

The Evansville Jays, our local Home Talent Baseball team, are holding a Jaywalking 5K Run/Walk fundraiser on Sunday, July 27, 2014 at 8:00 a.m., starting at the Lake Leota Baseball Field.  Proceeds will be used for baseball improvements at Lake Leota.  Additional information is available at www.evansville.hometalent.org/runwalk. 
Community Thanks

On July 6 there were two opportunities at Lake Leota to provide financial support to the Care Closet Raise the Roof campaign.  To the citizens who attended the ecumenical church service and potluck and/or the pancake breakfast, thank you for helping to get closer to the Care Closet’s $45,000 roof replacement goal.  Thanks also to the volunteers that made both events happen.

Dedicated gardening volunteers beautify our parks and open spaces, planting, weeding, watering, and maintaining flowers and plants.  Special thanks to Cheryl Mani, Amy Faldet, and Chuck Rutkowski for their efforts. 
