Mayor’s Column for the June 25, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review
Evansville Neighborliness
Communities are made stronger by fostering neighborliness.  Many of Evansville’s activities and organizations encourage connectedness and neighborliness.

I recently attended a block party for the Prairie Crossing neighborhood.  Sharing conversation, enjoying a delicious potluck meal, with food prepared by wonderful Evansville cooks, and celebrating old and new friends—nothing could be better for building the camaraderie that makes our community special! During the two decades my family lived in Wauwatosa, our block held a street party every Labor Day weekend.  Located near two schools, our block party always included at least twenty children of various ages.  The bonds built among those 89th Street kids through the years remain today, stretching across Wisconsin and the U.S.  We still occasionally return to enjoy old neighborhood friendships.
A neighborhood watch group is currently being formed in Evansville.  A goal of neighborhood watch programs is to make close-knit connections with neighbors.  The benefits of committing to know and care about neighbors positively impacts the entire community.

This Friday, June 27, the Friends of Eager Free Public Library will hold the annual Ice Cream Social fundraiser at the Masonic Temple on West Main Street, kiddy-corner from the Library.  The proceeds of the Social have been used to provide programming and facility “extras” beyond the normal operating expenses of the Library.  For a portion of our community, the Library is a lifeline to current technology, employment opportunity, and literacy resources.  The Friends will play a significant role in accomplishing the coming library service and facility expansion.
The Evansville Youth Center provides safe and enjoyable after-school activities for our youth in grades 5 through 8.  The community augments city funding by supporting Youth Center fundraisers.  Proceeds from the annual Ducky Derby and Duck Tank during our Fourth of July festivities provide snacks and program materials for our youth.  This year an early fundraiser is being held on June 26, 27, and 28 in front of Bridget’s Bakery on North Union Street.  From 4 to 7 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, June 26 and 27, and 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, June 28, ducky cake pops and cupcakes will be sold, with a portion of the proceeds going to the Youth Center.  It is also a perfect opportunity to purchase your Derby tickets.
The “Raise the Roof” Care Closet campaign continues.  We are within $10,000 of reaching the $45,000 replacement cost.  Our church community continuously supports the Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet and Food Pantry efforts to lend a helping hand to our friends and neighbors in need.  On Sunday, July 6, The Evansville United Methodist Church invites the public to a pancake breakfast at the festival tent at Lake Leota from 7 to 10:30 a.m., with proceeds going to the “Raise the Roof” project.  Also, at 9:00 a.m. on July 6, St. John’s Lutheran, Cooksville Lutheran, and Oak Grove Churches invite our community to Worship in the Park at the Lake Leota Upper Shelter.  Offerings can be designated to the Care Closet Roof Project or other community improvement efforts.  Recently, the Evansville Chamber dedicated a portion of the proceeds from the Chamber Summer Bash to the Care Closet.  This is an important Evansville project; let’s reach this worthy goal!
Rock Hour Community, the Evansville area TimeBank, has about 100 members.  Rock Hour Community is a network of neighbors helping neighbors.  Members help other members by offering their particular skills and services.  In return, they receive TimeBank hours that they can use to obtain needed work and assistance from other members.  Examples of services include rides to medical appointments, gardening and yard work, and clerical assistance.  Rock Hour Community would like to grow and become a bigger community resource.  Individuals and organizations can be members.  Contact Becky Gonzales, the Volunteer Coordinator, at redbekia@yahoo.com or 608-751-2116 for further information. 

A number of Evansville clus provide variety and richness to our community.  Evansville Tourist Club and the Evansville Woman’s Literary Club have both been in existence for more than 100 years.  The Evansville Lions Club is a local service club that has supported many community projects through the years.  The annual Lions-sponsored Fourth of July Chicken Barbeques have provided monetary resources for many Evansville programs and projects. 
In an example of city to city neighborliness, last week SOLE (Save Our Lake Environment) members Rod Courtier and Gib Wiedenhoeft and I hosted a morning meeting of thirteen residents of the City of Plymouth in Sheboygan County at Creekside Place.  Six of eight Plymouth Council members, their city administrator, a Plymouth businessman, and five members of the Plymouth Mill Pond Association were researching potential dredging of their mill pond and wanted many specifics of the Lake Leota dredging process and how we engaged our residents in the decision-making for dredging.  The Plymouth group was very impressed with our park and Lake Leota.  There were also many compliments about how great our downtown looks.  The group lunched in downtown Evansville and then travelled to Belleville to learn about their recent dredging project. 
This year, the Rock County National Night Out event will be held in Leonard-Leota Park on Tuesday, August 5, from 5 to 8 p.m.  Mark your calendar for this evening of free, family-friendly activities.  Hosted by the Rock County Sheriff’s Department, Evansville Police Department, and BASE (Building A Safer Evansville), there will be public safety demonstrations, free food, give-aways, and fireworks!  Thousands of people from across the County are expected.  National Night Out is a recognition and celebration of strong, safe communities.  Last year’s Evansville Night Out was greatly enjoyed by our citizens and plans are already underway to hold another local event in 2015.
As the Fourth of July approaches, our city’s favorite hometown celebration is special to young and old alike.  I can feel the anticipation growing.  Three years ago, I received an e-mail at City Hall from a Canadian visitor to Evansville on the Fourth of July.  He watched our parade from a porch on Main Street.  Here are some of the words he wrote in his blog:  “It was idyllic:  both small-town pride and American patriotism writ large were in full display. . . What really made us realize we were in the U.S. on July 4, though, was the fireworks display that evening.  The vast majority of townspeople were at the park where the display occurred and I can promise you you’ve never seen anything like it.  It was jaw-dropping spectacular. . . it was thrilling to be part of it.”

Evansville Community Partnership was formed nearly fifteen years ago by our citizens, with a mission of building and strengthening the fabric of our community and enhancing our character and sense of place.  ECP and the Fourth of July Committee have again planned and worked hard to provide myriad opportunities to grow our connectedness.  Thank them for their successful efforts and encourage them going forward.  Better yet, volunteer to help them in their work of making Evansville better. Pay it forward.
This column includes only a sampling of community organizations and activities that connect us.  In Evansville there are dozens and dozens of opportunities for sharing with friends and neighbors.

We are the community we want to be.  Quality effort in means quality out.  Neighborliness takes time and work, but the reward for all of us is immense.  Citizen commitment will ensure that we stay connected and engaged as a community.  The efforts of each of us are needed to make our best hometown.  Neighborliness takes many forms and we can all participate.  I invite you to help grow our neighborliness.
Community Announcements
Youth in grades 6 through 12 are invited to watch the movie “Back to the Future” at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street, on Thursday, June 26 at 10 a.m.

The Evansville Grove Society Old House Social Group invites the public to attend the June 26 meeting at 6:30 p.m. that will be held at the Rutland Church Center and Cemetery historic site, 4528 Rome Corners Road, three miles south of Oregon.  The event is free.  Please use the Rome Corners Road entrance, not Highway 14.  The property was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2004.  The history of the property, built in 1852-53, and its restoration will be presented.
The 18th annual Eager Free Public Library Ice Cream Social will be held on Friday, June 27, from 6-8 p.m. at the Masonic Lodge, 104 West Main Street.

Registration is open for the Evansville Fourth of July Run/Walk that begins at Leota Park on July 4 at 7:45 a.m.  Proceeds benefit the Deb Olsen Scholarship Fund and the Evansville Soccer Club.  For additional information go to www.evansvillesoccer.org.   

Eager Free Public Library will hold the Food for Fines program through July 12, with food received donated to AWARE.

Community Thanks
Evansville thanks Sue Berg for promoting Evansville at the recent Rock County Dairy Breakfast.  Sue distributed hundreds of Evansville brochures and walking guides and is a tireless public relations volunteer for our community.  Thank you, Sue!

Mike Cufaude’s last day of city employment is Friday, June 27.  He is retiring after decades of service to our community, most recently serving as Public Works Foreman.  Mike, thank you for your service and dedication!
