Mayor’s Column for the December 3, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review


Ice Age Trail Update

Last Wednesday morning, fourteen people gathered at City Hall for an Ice Age Trail status meeting.  The National Park Service had requested the meeting.  The City was asked to think about ways that the Trail could enter, travel through, and exit Evansville.  It was also suggested that individuals who might help to move Trail development forward in the area be invited to the meeting.

There were seven attendees representing the National Park Service, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Rock County Ice Age Trail Alliance, Rock County Parks Department, and City of Janesville.  Evansville representatives included three members of the Evansville Lions Club, Butch Beedle, Jim Kopecky, and Dan Laux, Evansville Grove Society and Historic Preservation Commission member John Decker, Community Development Director Jason Sergeant, Planning Intern Brad Sippel, and me.

The completed Ice Age National Scenic Trail will be over 1200 miles in length.  Established as a National Scenic Trail in 1980, about 650 miles of trail have been finished.  The Trail is completely contained within our state, with end points near St. Croix Falls in Western Wisconsin and close to Sturgeon Bay in Door County.

Trail building and expertise is provided by volunteers in the Ice Age Trail Alliance.  Trail maintenance is handled by local volunteers.

We have several points of interest in our area.  Gibbs Lake is a kettle lake.  Evansville Golf Course is located on terminal moraine.  Evansville has four historic districts listed on the National Register of Historic Places by the National Park Service.  Leonard-Leota Park, with its designed landscape and rustic stone architecture, is a local representation of the type of architecture and design seen in our National Park System.  The DNR land and wildlife area south of Evansville is a significant natural resource.  Magnolia Bluff is recognized as a gem in our county.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We learned last week that the Park Service is looking closely at having the Trail come through Evansville, most likely approaching the city from Gibbs Lake, and exiting through the DNR lands south of Evansville to Magnolia Bluff.  They are considering the possibility of Evansville being a “Trail Town”.  Nearby Trail Towns are Janesville, Milton, Cross Plains, and Lodi.  We discussed the possibility of Creekside Place being a Trailhead, a location where people could park and get Trail information.

Prior to National Park Service designation of a preferred route, it must contact area landowners to find a continuous path for the Trail, as well as undertake a federally-required environmental/archaeological assessment of the land.  Landowner participation in Trail development is completely voluntary.  Owners are not forced to provide public access on their properties.  Most commonly the Park Service obtains easements through properties.  In other cases, property is purchased.  Developing a continuous trail is a time-consuming process.

Trail representatives have asked us for assistance in developing a contact list of property owners likely to be interested in the Ice Age Trail.  The Lions Club will host a presentation by the National Park Service in the next few months and will help in suggesting contacts.  The Park Service discussed the importance of having an enthusiastic citizenry support Trail development and ongoing maintenance.

Having Evansville be a Trail Town on the Ice Age National Scenic Trail would be wonderful for our city.  We would be direct beneficiaries of a recreational trail that would allow us to connect to other areas of our state.  The tourism and economic development opportunities are exciting.  We will work with our community organizations to assure that we successfully support the National Park Service in their efforts to work with landowners. 

 Mary Tano of the National Park Service indicated that it would likely be fall 2015 before there would be a public open house with a preferred trail option identified for our area.  The City will provide additional updates and requests for citizen assistance in the meantime to do all we can to see that Trail development includes Evansville. 

Community Announcements

Evansville historian Ruth Ann Montgomery will speak on how to research a historic building on Thursday, December 4, at 6:00 p.m.  Her presentation will be at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street.

The AWARE Love Light Tree lighting ceremony will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, December 5.  The new location for the ceremony will be the Grange Mall on West Main Street.

The Holiday Craft Fair will be held Saturday, December 6, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at J.C. McKenna Middle School Gym, 307 South First Street.

The Ecumenical Choir Christmas Concert will be held on Sunday, December 7, at 7:00 p.m.  The Concert will be held at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 312 South Third Street.

On Thursday, December 11, at 6:30 p.m.at Eager Free Public Library, 39 West Main Street, a joint holiday party will be hosted by the Evansville Grove Society and Friends of the Library.  Jim Draeger, the State of Wisconsin Historic Preservation Officer, will give a presentation on Madison architects, Claude and Starck.  Claude and Starck designed our prairie-style library.  The public is invited to attend.

There will be gingerbread house making on Saturday, December 13 from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Eager Free Public Library.  This activity is for 4 to 10 year olds (with a parent or caregiver) and is sponsored by Friends of the Library.  Registration is required.

On Tuesday, December 16 at 10:30 a.m., the Antemeridians Book Club will discuss Joseph Heller’s “Catch 22” at Eager Free Public Library.  Copies of the book are available at the Library.  The public is welcome. 

Community Thanks

Evansville thanks its talented community of pie bakers for supplying the Friends of Eager Free Public Library Thanksgiving fundraiser.  The Friends provide extras for our well-loved library, such as supplies and materials for the popular children’s activities.

Our community thanks UW Press and Bird City Wisconsin for the donation of the classic book, “Birds of Wisconsin,” featuring the work of wildlife artist Owen J. Gromme.  The book has been added to the collection at Eager Free Public Library.

As you make year-end charitable contributions, please consider the many worthy local organizations and groups that support and enrich our community.  Among them are AWARE in Evansville, Building A Safer Evansville (BASE), Creekside Place, Eager Free Public Library, ECP (Evansville Community Partnership), Evansville Community Theatre, Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet, Evansville Education Foundation, Evansville Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club, Evansville Fund, Evansville Grove Society, Evansville Youth Center, and Save Our Lake Environment (SOLE).  There are also numerous school organizations, sports and music booster clubs, veterans groups, scouts, service clubs, and church organizations.  Evansville is fortunate to have these committed organizations making our community better.
