Mayor’s Column for the December 17, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review


Count Your Blessings

Family time during the holidays often involves traditions. One in our family is watching movie classics.  For more than two decades, on Thanksgiving weekend we enjoy Kevin’s antics in “Home Alone.”  My favorite musical movie is “White Christmas,” which I usually watch while wrapping gifts.  With romance in the Pine Tree, Vermont air, Bing Crosby and Rosemary Clooney sing Irving Berlin’s “Count Your Blessings.”  At a recent holiday party I attended, “Count Your Blessings” was a selection during the musical entertainment (thank you, Brenda and Sis!).

I love Evansville! People know that I have a passion for my hometown.  We have talented, bright, caring, hard-working residents.  We love our youth—they are our future.  I am grateful for the continuous generosity shown to our shut-ins and our neighbors needing a helping hand.  We care about and invest in community quality of life.  We are blessed and enriched with an abundance of natural resources and individuals and organizations committed to making Evansville the best hometown for our friends and families.

Third grade students tour City Hall and visit with the mayor each fall.  This year I asked the seven classes of students to share something that they love about Evansville.  I received 112 student responses. I expected replies about parks and sports, but a number were especially touching.  A few were surprising, even profound.

Here are some of the student responses.  I have copied how they were written, including occasional creative spelling. 

· I love Evansville because I like all the good restiturants.
· I love Lake Leota Park with the fun brigge and the great green grass.
· I love Evansville because all the people are kind.
· I love pigle wigle in Evansville.
· I love the Evansville pool because I love jumping off the diving board.
· The thing I like most about Evansville is the library and the Main Street Cafe.
· What I like about Evansville is that almost everybody knows each other and we respect each other.  We know our neighbors good.
· I like Evansville because it is a peacefull town.
· I love Evansville because it has a school I can learn in.
· The thing that I love about Evansville is that we all get along.
· I love being in Evansville!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! (41 !s)
· The thing I like most about Evansville is West Side Park.  I would like Evansville to have a bigger West Side Park.  (John, your wish is coming true.  West Side Park is becoming almost 10 acres bigger!)
· From a third grade politician:  I love that your the mayor.  I never want it to change.
· I like that you can ride your bike around town.
· I love how many places there are to go in Evansville!
· I love the parks in Evansville! (During their visits, we discussed that there are seven parks in the City.)
· I like all the trees because I can climb them and I can have better air.
· I love Evansville because there is no violence.
· What I like best about Evansville is it is not to small and not to big.
· I love Evansville because it has nice people and nice stores.  If I were you I would have more people come.
· I like Evansville because we have fields for football, soccer, tennis, and baseball.
· I love the town of Evansville because it’s so small and peaceful.  The arcade is very fun.  and I hope you agree.
· There is no slavery in Evansville. 
· The thing I like most about Evansville is Lake Leota.
· I love about Evansville is that the City has good rules for Evansville!

There is currently much dissension, animosity, and confrontation visible in our world on a daily basis.  Seeing our community positively mirrored through the eyes of our children is encouraging and affirming.  It takes community-wide effort to achieve a supportive and desirable social/physical environment.  Our blessings are many!

Peace and blessings to your families and friends during the holidays and throughout the coming year!

Community Information and Announcements

On Thursday, December 18, Marnie Boylen will present the “History of Tornadoes in Rock County” at the Heights, 201 North Fourth Street.  The program will be at 2:00 p.m. and is open to the public.

“My Marketplace,” the Creekside Place indoor market, will be held on Saturday, December 20, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 102 Maple Street.  Check out great gift ideas!

City Hall and Eager Free Public Library will be closed on December 24, December 25, and January 1 for the holidays.

Community Thanks

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our community thanks the Evansville Ecumenical Choir for 40 years of wonderful Christmas music.  The following thirteen area church congregations presented an inspiring, beautiful program on Sunday evening, December 7:  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Evansville; Oak Grove Church, Evansville; St. Paul Catholic Church, Evansville; Evansville Congregational United Church of Christ; Evansville United Methodist Church; Cooksville Lutheran Church; St. Ann Catholic Church, Stoughton; Christ Lutheran Church, Stoughton; All Saints Lutheran Church, Fitchburg; Holy Mother of Consolation Church, Oregon; Memorial Baptist Church, Verona; St. John’s Lutheran Church, Oregon; and Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Brodhead.


